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Dear Mergile,

Encleosed are copies of letters I have writtenm Bobhy K, the editor of
-he Ssturdeay Evening Fost snd Dr. Bshmer, for yur informetion., Although I eannot
conceive of his accepting my chellenge, I have prepsred the notes for EmszxExx
e commentsry-anslysis of Wise's writing. This new sensation is :onsistent with the
snslysis I g:ve you of the Thompson mork when it first sppeared in the Post, "hile
the CIA inference is now atronger, 1 em unawere nf any proof of 1it.

I have kept going 8% about the same pasce, sm more tired and fatter for
it, =nd fe=1l thet deapite the abience of extsrnel proof, we ers meking crogress.
althrugh eesrlier I fresly rredicted Johnson xould net run, recently, with his
incressing over-commitment to wrong policy I did not sc think, Hence 1 wes es
gstunred as poz:ibls by his L st-night's snnouncement., I heve been too busy working
to stor for a careful thining through of its meaning.

) Instinctively, I fesr sW¥ributing it to the need for a bssic chenge
in rolicy because 1 believe thoss who control policy nnd who have beem the mejor
beneficiaries of the terible onea we heve followed are not prepsred fm® snd will
suffer from basic shenge. As I think of what he 2214 of Vietnem I slso ponder \
what he did not, snd I wonder if his purpose wss to seem superficislly reasonsble °
while insisting up-n what the other side will not accept, thus assuring no change.

His reasons csn be entirely personal, perheps medicsl. His iagbethisn
situstion mey have been s major factor, for without doubt people sre openly -and
in grest numbsr, from my exp-ri-nce -ssying he hsd something to do with the assagsins~
tion. T2 have r ached a majority of the people and we have influenced them snd
their thinkins snd unierstending, If thie is the resson, it more thew justifies
the enormous work we hsve done and the great coat we have reid end the sacrifices
wae have made,

In the context of “obb¥'s statement out sbere, I find myself wondering
if he hed something to do with it - if he hed come accross something we have ndt
and wes using it. "hetever cen be said of “odbby, I do not think he sen be considered

‘ a forl. 1 ,nieretani how grest or importsnt men become the creatures of their

ndvisors and thet, like lesser men, they sey things under pressure they me2y not
mesn in 'recisely the wsy they speak. But I cannot believe Bobby hss "seen averys
thing" snd suprorts the iarren Report, unless something else is involved.

I have be:n busy or the New Orlesns end, having been there twice since
I swe you. 1 am sbout to return, as soon ss I conduct snother investigation in the
midwest, of @ witness I turned up here. iy work there hss been quite fruitful. I
have new witness:s, never spoken to by the government, ststements from those not
ssked the right questions by the govermnment, meny things 1 cemnot go into here, 1
hsve lesrned more of Cswald and his essocistes -and he hed them-snd of some of the
other people involved. Jim hes beon following my _lesdsof “hornley. ky owh witnesses
establish his guilt efuperjury overvhelmingly { Jim may heve o-hers, but he doesn't
nead them) snd it becomes increessingly clesr thst Tpornley may be of considersble
significance. There is = witness I neld off interviéming for slmost two years, to
give myself time to learn more, who has been incrqdiﬁly informetive about him snd

who hes led to others..,Thornley "celebrsted” the sessssination, in the gompeny of
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_seek to interview him

_ tbet I understend each has his owmn inte:

_ they mist sssoalste, end they remsin "fuzz". If Yin's lewyers sre het or iifte
they haven't time. There is & weelth of informstion svedle le, snd %o one o

~ in Berbars Feid, & sort of benevolens Madem La ¥: age of the }

“man %o whom s mumber

Pleess understand thet I do pot

, ‘when he Bes bes
olice investigetors are uniquely unsuited for the kind of invest

They csnnot think es they must, csnnot establish s rapport wish those

ogret thet no ofber of us bas done eny Fesl work

gother 1t. This 1s the ms jor resson I go% thers when I esnnot sfford %¢
trip is incressingly sucoessful. I now heye a smell bend of smeteur inve
working down there, snd they sre plecing things togethor rather well, I
stey there long emough, I think I cculd 844 e volunteer. offies pteff, One of th
missing requiremsnts ie someons to trenseribe tepes of interviews; something the
simple end basie. apother is s smell group to do simple research,

16rery Iinm snd Moomeo
both knew her end would heve notbing to doxwith her, When I Was satiefied thet she
ie on our side snd would We helpful, for lack of en slternetive I turned her over
Yo & steff policemen, Fortunstely, when he oould not communi cate, ociroumstences
required thest Moomoo contsot her snad now, through her, the office sen draw en e
considersble kriowledge of the Querter snd its peopls....One dey I phoned and ssked

her to get what she could wfxxmm about someone. Thet night she hed informetion
from six people, T , ’

Beginring with my first trip, now e'n;r’ *go, 1'V'do’jvelr.ojodfmlite'rutx"%{ '

Orest Pana hes turned on sgein, Boms day I ust tell you and Joe the
story of how he got turned off and what f{urned him on again, csusing him to reach
@ besic decision, ss he formulsted it, "Okmy, so I get » bullet in the heed, Sp,
until then, 1 enjoy myself”, With this he went out snd bought @ purple Cadillsc
convertible-which provides me with some of my transportstion, especially noaturnal,
when I am there. Through him 1 have turned on seversl new witnesses to the
"drunk” end what related. I$ was not a drunk, it was not the only time Oewsld or
"Oswald” was there, with the seme companion, snd I oen dste the inoident = the day
before Cwwald went to Bringuier. Pena hss become a 8004 (end sccomodating) friend,
The night Jim closed domn the DA's benquest when they tried to censor him-snd they
did, exactly thst-I wes there- Pens decided I nad to relsx for e souple houre, Why,
after dinner, he took me to the Playboy Clud} He ig o member! He hes gone ocut snd
bought a tape recorder so he osn interview witnesses for me-aend I think he will,

He has voluntsrily performed worthwhile counterintelligence functions mdx knew
what to do. Ffentastic?

’

Two 1little old lsdies musch toom rich for tennis shoes helped me with
one of my long-standing suspicions, ss you may ressll if from Oswsld in New Orleazs,
I now know thet those handbills found neer the Reisman regidence were slso found -
within holding-the-breath walking distance of the home snd the then printing-
plent of Kent Courtney! ind I can now estsblish what I hawe long known, that
Thornley worked for him, i% the ssme %time ons gave me her card, which resda,
"Don't fire until you ses the red of their lies". : '

There 1s much more thet I seniot now go in%o. There is nothing I esn sy
that can relieve the spprehensions * know you have, I elso ¢3ill heve them, Perkspe
the time will occme when I csn get out there agein snd "o esn spend sn evening end -
1 cen bring you up to dste. Now I've got to get back to other things, beginning E
breskfsst then prepering fo- the second of & series af seven Shree-hour $¥ Wrosdens
in Weshington (unfortunstely on s smsll UHF stasi e DUt that's better XA B g
Hops you ere all well. If you learn saything sdout Metlex, no metier
Plesss lot me imow, I ocannot think his dlggppears "
is entirely meeningless. Sincarely, p




