10/9/68
Dear Maggie,
Your clear eyes see well, oohsiderins tre distence between ust

After extlaining how you feel you esid, "I can see you nodding your
heed ir disgareement...” end thet is slrost exaectly right.

Ve do not disgrree at sll on how things cre, what they meen. We dissgree
on what is and for esch rust be a rersonal decision, whet he dces or does not do.
fou ere not slone, I em the minority. I look forward by looking tsckwsrd, and
I see that where neovle said there wezs nothing could be done, nothing was. In
eoch case the resction that set in wes reelly unopposed where it might have been,
was more violent thet it migh®t have teen, Essentislly, I suppecse our thinking
differms beceuse of tha different cultures we inharit, I sm here nct because
uy encestors ¥new how to sit snd woit, =hich they <ften did, but tecsuse they
8lso knew when not to, The angagsd in futilities, like the megnificent bravery
o? the Bar Zochbs bsnd, they were the Macebees, and they were the Chessidim.

%ere you to argue my genes spring from the luotter, how could + deny it? Yet I
think I em in the Macabeean tredition, end I think the fight not only must be
msde when and where it cen be but never foils if it is medd.
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It surprises me thet I em got dispirited. I am more lonely thsn I'd
like to be. Toormeny of us have given up, snd tooc many of those still deing
something have not learned that those who would tsech the pope religion must
themselves pray, I am without doubt that Hed It the facilities, had I wd the
money or help, there are mejor things I could have sccomnlishad beginning just
two years agn. These, in turn, coming at that time in particulsr, coming, at
le-st, before “hicsgo, might heve ke d cther, predictable and worthvhile ® nsequen~-
ces. Wz had snd did not use many important opportunities. We will agein, and I
will do what I cen to be in o position to utilize them, hoping sgel nst hope thet
the help may then be forthecoming. ltuch of the present situstion you accurstely
describe is our own fault, for we hove follsd where we need not have. I sssume
my own share of the responsibility. There sre too miny things I ddd not do as
wodl as I could and should have. ’

There may irndeed be géét changes before the truth becomes known, but
I regard the truth ss not an isolsted thing, en acedemic concept. 1t is teceuse
of the lies alcne thet we cen snticipete these evil chenges. The purpoze of
establishing, rather schieving acceptance of the truth is to frustrete the
designs of the liars, If we cen not do it entirely now, we cen 2t lesst blunt
it and prepsre for wider oprosition tc it. If, sa you sey, we are powerless
to make mny but momentery dents, 1s 1t not wérthwhile, not essentiel, to mske
eg meny of them as we can? Need we be, s: you put it, truly efrective orn a
large acele, or is it not necessary, i we cannnt be effective on & lorgs scsle,
to sccomplish =het we cen?

My corcept of the reality is, actusily, more berren, mere éGecsperste
then yours. I see herards you do not, understand some things in a wey you do
not, end am preparing to cope with them when they must be as test & then can,
One of these new problems is Jim. I su concerned for his syrvivel end with his,
to a large dagree, thet of the rost of us. 1 am dismayed &6 much, frustreted,
yet I think I see whet must be done srd that 1 seek to do, hendicspped most of
all by him, 29 he dces not understend, bzcsuse ho iz his own strenge kind of
cet. I get no help from him at all »nd now seek none. But I still go there
whenever I can, never able to sfford it, each time turdaning my strained
finsnce= more, each time succeddiag. I will, largely, budld at lesst pasrt of
the defense he needs, without hi: help, end hsvs, to a falr degree, slresdy.
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Hed * but e lewyer in New Urleens, there 1s an enormous emount I could do, wuld
have for the pest year. Belztedly, he sees it vet doesn't 11ft a fipger, say

a word. Jim's major survivel problem is Jim. Yext to thet, those he considers
his friends, some you slso do. “ooking back on it, I_still eannot belisvs I

have been sble to meke the contacts down there thet 1 heve, lesrnei what I diag,
estoablish the meanfs thet L have - zng now + heve to hide these from him in
order to havs them for him when be neecds them - and this #ith the sgreement

of one of his assistants, vwho se.s exactly =hat I do end as I do, 4side from

the permeating incompetence, ‘here is an intelloctusl immorslity tket I just
ennnot adjurt tc. There is no suad thing 8s the kept word, so there is no
depandance end God, what messing upt On 8ll levels, in and out of the office.

I shudder when I sntieivat2 the day of reckoning, but I 2lso face it and, as
best I cen, premsre for it. We will not be povwerless, if we will be less able
than we cnuld h2ve been. It msy require of me whet some of us will find unwlecome,
but 1f it does, I will do it.

I will be out there in e ccpnle of weeks., L* you'd dike to di=cuss this,
with no one but Steve rresent and in confidence, please let him %now. Without
your desire, I will not press it on you. I will also tell you what you may

want to know of esme of the thirgs I heve learned, but this slso must be in
eonfidence, By this I mesn not any other of us are to be told it, perticulerly
not Jim, who I will tell whatever I know when he nesd know it and not D oner,
As 8 matter of fect, + invarisbly see to 1t thet someone who can inform him has
the general outlines of what I buve so that, should he reslly need it, he cen
heve it. Essentlally, my purpb:ze is to keep him from indulging his and the office
instinet enil cavacity for self<déstruction. There is no help I can glve him that
I will not. I plen to ® there twice more this yvear, and with §35,000 in debts
end no income, I think you cun teke this as sericus intent, for ® heve slready
written my New Orleans hoolk snd I must teke thet time, in eddition, from other
works + msy wind up with severasl ¥ew Orlesns novels, hovever. 1t ie leing
arranged that I cen srend twe weeks there with enother interested in the cese ,
just before the end of the year snd the extre fare required to get me there this
¥2ip Lss been given me, I'1l probasbly stey, 88 I did lest time, with tlr mother
¢f 2 man who is, incredibly, part of the story, & men who did threaten to kill
Jime If not, there is an FBI informant with whom I can camp. Isstayed w th

bim seversl days last time! “e¢ wes @ little helpful, I snticipate ny only resal
finsncisl problem will be s car. If I cannot borrow one as I did lest time,

Tom 8 nen who was witness to my msking serious effort to help one on the other
side, I shsll heve to rent ones Jim-=will-not-have one for me. There is, in
fact, sn adventoge in poverty. Legstime 1 hed but feour scuare rneals, each of them
provided. I hvd milk substitute end vitasnins for broakfost and meny of the days
nothing else buf & 19¢ hamburger. 1 lost 15 pounde, weight * needed much to lose,
end have melted five more sine rcturning, 1 still heve welght to lose, tut cen
d2 1% less rewdily noeer a refrigerator. 1've spent part of each dsy in recent
weeks 1in phywicel work thet was requirea here, taking down trees, breskin: up
gtores, snd have enticed a fev of the missing museles to coms mek. I will thus
glso te better preapred for the tougher QSSQ'I agree lie shesd.

If you have enything you think L might not on Thoonley, Uswsld es an
agent, and Liebeler or Ball, I'C asppreciste it. 1 intend te try end sddress myself
to the lstter twe when I sm there and I have gpecial interests in Thornley. I now
hsve much zmere infermetion oM Osiicld end his probably connections, iroluding the
reconstructic? of the obfuscation mschine. Very siaple, very affective. Lhis is
one they didn ¢ ccmplicate.essl am leaving everything up to wonderful Steve. LT
you went to snesk to me, he will krow where L'1l be stsying, when I'll be where.

I exvrect to spenél two or three doys in Sen Diego (enything yu vant loo%¥ed into Xier
there?) with & great guy, George Attott, whose magnificent father ic o friend, my
ertist, end er suthentic noble. Looking forwaerd, -

with ovest regards,

g T
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