"Pilot Had Just
Talked for 4 Hrs.

|Feb. 22—A pilot - whd “fig-

ured m D19tr1ct Attorney 0

- he might have been in Dallas

%Qu the Kenneqy . assasslnation b
. Ferrie told me he was con-
vinced it yould turn out ta be

A‘

£ 5 18 1ot ‘a ity prone to
imowing what/it’s doing be.
gore it arrests people,” he said,
- 4 Ferrie, a'ruddyfaced man:
fn his late 408, ‘wore. a shaggy,i
Ted toupee and had false eye.
“ brows. An . explosion several
Years - nost,him .his hair
" and "eyebrows,

He had been summoned by
Garrison’s men last November
on ‘broadly the same-grounds.
for which'he had been picked

up withiu 72 hours after Ken-
48 nedy’s asgassination, - .

Then he had been arrested
‘as a “fugitive from Texas” and
questioned about reports that

. that sunny afternoon, waiting
at Lové Field with.a plane to
»- fly Oswald. to" safety. .

ey ;Ferrfe said he was sittlng on

£

- & courthouse .bench ‘outside a
" Federal distrtct- ‘courtroom in
"New Orleans, “shooting  the
bull with a couple of Federal
agents” until a case he had
been worklng on—Ferrie ‘also

:Jof 7 Histary’s <my

individuals ;

‘ “Evidence eflelope'
Ad ]

ong
ﬁrmed that“ he:

“dead in" his bed toddy:
"I David W. Ferrie, once inter- 'l
rogated as.an alleged “getaway g
| pilot” for 2 presidential” assas-| |

R TP

gre 1n disagreem
cause of deafgh-

view, “is no:-bet r than - any-
one-else."I£-I- wete killed, I'd
expect my death.fo.be: in’vest;-
gated just as-thoroughly.”
It was-almost as if he went
back - upstairs; after I. left to

Garrison declare s

‘arrest Ferrie'ne
I District. Attorney’s highly plixb.

sin, was. discovered at 11 .am.|J
|with a’sheet pulled up A ‘hisf,
chest. New Orleans’ authorities

L A Pres:dent > he told me at|:
one point.in;a rambling: inter-

e e s w s

‘- had, intended:: i,
investigators, xg?}éek%n i,

’ Garnson ‘called Ferrle;one

in events culinin;tin

e ANt ot i N

g

¥ %
--might ‘have been lodged
a ainstithe piIo
* Ferrle ‘told ‘me he felt Gor: !
vinced there \was no plot to
11 theanesldent, that +Lee
arvey Oswald:was'“a loner.” i
A- loner himself Ferrie

vseemed ‘in ‘good splrits not

hkeamansbout’tokillhlm k

self.

\ “Kennedy is dead ’ he said. d
“Let's get on with hvmg e

;.. But_he_also ‘deseribed Him- -
:elf armoody, “even’ given to
“manic-depressive” moods.,  *
§ -«A.‘brown bottle of medidine,
}hblets apparently, ‘was: stand.
ing on the worndown. piang
‘his living room when'T lett:
istrict. - Attorney ' 'Garrison
. 14" other, . bottles were
7 scatterad s aroind the
ouse, Ferrie was reportedly

¢ puffer from ‘emphysema.

Tg Ferrle “who . forced
3arriso i ‘ac kno:?vledge Sat-

irday that he ‘was. conducting
a full scale investigation of

'what ~the”"District Attorney
alled _&. conspiracy, resulting

worked as a private investi-
gator--was completed at 3 20
~ pam. that day. .

ever--even “been to
Cuba,” be said. “At the time
- Kewas/sipposed..to. be flying
) tq“Ciz i, T ufiderstand

i

: Sday,‘he md hehad
t, -the: ,public library




reading the Warren Report.::
:"He had" also been conduct-
ing his own investig
, counter, ’
on ' ouday, “he : rned
up at a restaurant near Canal
Street to: talk ‘to .Carlos’ Brin-
guier, a Cuban exile who ‘had

+.scuffled /:with- Oswald = three

years ago -on:a New ‘Orleans
street - corner  aver. .Oswald’s
distribution .of Fair Play for
Cuba leaflets. ~ - + R

Bringuier, who. Insists’ that

the assassination ‘'was a pro-|:
- Castro conspiracy, fecalled}

Ferrie’s visit with distaste.

“He asked me if I could help
him,” Bringuier said. “Hetold
me that anyone who ‘‘thinks

"there could be & Communist

plot behind the Kennedy assas.
sination should go toa pyschia
trist.” - -
Pulling o a paper napkin
as he was sitting in his store,
1the Casa.Cuba, Bringuier read
off the questions Ferrie "had
asked of hxm
“One. Any" ‘Ameticans or any
Cubans that Oswald had any
association with lm New Or-
leans. N
" “Two. If there ls a wnsplr-
acy, when it started, the
dates.,” . 77
Bringuier, who went on the
speakmg circuit after the as-
sassination: with a right*w:lng
organization, shrugged. .
“There was a plot,” he insist-
ed, adding that he disagreed
with District Attorney Garri-
son’s declaration earlier in the
week that a foreign power was
not -involved.
‘In his apartment shortly be-
fore he died, Ferrie explained
the investigatlon by saying,
“I'm just curious.” He said he
did not trust the courts or Gar-
rison’s investigation.
n the interview Ferrie gave

Vg

|death seems to remove the re-|

his 'assent ‘to the quotation of
only a few of his ramarks. His

striction.

Ferrie said he was especl:al-
ly worried that what he said
might trigger a “premature
arrest by Garrison’s men.”
The District Attorney “knows
he’s got a tiger by the tail,”|
Ferrie said, referring to him-

A ma.n of parts, Ferrie sald
he was fluént in several lan-
guages, trained in psychology
and medicine and showed the
assimilation of many of the

3000 books he had scattered
through his rooms.

He said he was sure that
the FBI had investigated Os-

Peryvrer ey er o

wald’s actitlves in New Or

Police and newsmen gather outside the house where thid W. Ferris dled. : - l

leans thoroug'hly and was now
waiting for Garrison to fall
on his\ face. The District At-
torney. .earlier in the week
had said that “arrests will be'
made, convlotim “ o ‘ob-;

i : nference
-after Ferrie's deat‘h Garrison'

own life. :

“When you investigate some- )
body,” the  District Attorney
said, “you feel like you get to |
know him.”

Garrison said his' men had
;been -keeping “a continuous
»stakeout" ‘around - - Ferrie’s
‘apartment at 3330 Louisianma ‘
Avenue Parkway “for a long |
period.” :
He said the stakeo'ut as well .
as. information gathered |else-
where “had caused us-to be-
come - increasingly concetned,
asourinvestigation pro-
gressed, about the possibihty
of-his Jdlling: himself.

“We ' saw signs of extreme.
nervousness, endless pacing of
the floor, .comments ~to in.|
divideals in the last ‘week or
two relative to killing himself *
 Garrison sald. . - - :

“At. one’ point,” the: Dlstrlct
[Attorney gaid, one unidentified
newsman to whom Ferrie had
declined , .to - talk, .shouted,
“ ¢ You may ‘as well talk to
us ‘now.. You're going to bhe
arrested in a matter of days. ’ »

The District Attorney said,
his office even put up Ferrie
in’ a motel earlier ‘this’ week,!
“at Ferrie's request * to give
him some rest. . .

world,” Gatklson dt"fliei'es
“expressed his regrét- and sug-{ ‘world,” Garrison sal
-gested that the préss may

‘have driven Ferrie o take his a suicide” -

no question about the fact it'

‘But pressed .on whether he]
as ruling out murder, Garri-
son told reporters, “I'm not

ruling anything out. I don't
want to be in the positlon of
being dogmatic.” .
" Ferrie's body was found by
a man police refused to iden-
| tify, Garrison said the individ-

ual had to break into the
house to make the discovery.

The District Attorney also
.vowed to- continue at full
speed with his investigation of
the Kennedy assassination. He
said he had mo intention of
calling in the FBI. “What
would be the purpose in seek-
ing Federal aid—to try and
delay our progress three more
years?” Garnison demanded.

“|bone” and added: “Any infor-

more pmgresa ‘in three mq nths !
with a handful of men ‘than|
they've been able to do iIn
[three years-with 5000 men,” he

Garrison /Insisted . that he
wasn't trying to Dlly “the d°8
that has to have its own

mation the Federal Govern-
ment has to give, ‘of course
we're glad to get.”

But he professed unhappl-
ness with what he said was the
secret classification stamped
on 36 out of 40 pages of the

Warren Commisison  volumes
referring to Ferrie. He said
the FBI had stamped them
secret and he -implied that J.
Edgar Hoover’s men had been
less than cooperative in other
areas of the investlgatlon as.

“We've been ahle to make

J

well. .



