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Toxmology
Reporf fo_

A toxicological report

.William - Ferrie commit-
| ted suicide, was’ slain ‘or
“died a natural death, -
Police sources said 1t
might .be two or three .
i days before the tests are
completed and a_report
' determmmg the exact .
cause of death is ready, |
Ferrie, found dead shortly
‘before noon yesterday in_his |
.apartment’’ aa; 3330"Lou1smna

Ave. Pkwy. ‘Was described by
Dist, Atty Jlm Garnson as o

- dent John: »F"*Kenhe’ y.

| 'ORLEANS PARISH Coroneri
Dr. . Nicholas Chetta” said
anatomlcal fmdmgs xshowed

“I can’t pose for a photo-

graph when a,man has com-
- mitted . suicide,’” :’*héla added
“I’m Just not

- of +his staff have |
been .maintaining "a’ ‘nightly
stakeout -on. Ferrie’s. apart-
ment ffor a- Iong penod . be~ |
gmmng each evening and end- |
.| ing when Ferrie went to bed.
Last night’s stakeout, he sald '
ended at 11, when all . the.
lights in the apartment went 7

out.

: HOWEVER, WAsmNGTeN““

Shed- I-lgh,““

apparently held the key |
‘today to whether David |

[T

N "V

_cide,

'| Post newsman ‘Gedrge  Lard-"

ner, here to cover: Garrison's
mvesngauon said he went ‘to
Ferrie’s res1dence about mid-
night to interview 'him and re-
mained until about 4 a. m,

cessively excited nor depress-

tion that he might be contem—
platmg suicide. . -

had ‘set in and the time of
Ferrie’s death had to be be-
fore 4 a. m. Lardner, how-
ever, insisted -that he had
KlSlted wn:h Ferrie'v untll that
our. - :

GARRISON SAID this’ tlme
element represents-.a - major
mconsmtency in the case, and
“is” one of the mystenes we
don’t understand.” ;... .
* The stakeout . on Femes
home, he added, had been-“for

formation.” -
Concerning the circum-

....

[8tances surrounding  Ferrie’s

death, Garrison seemed con-
vmced the death was a sui-

from other ¢ sources of informa-

-| basis, and he was' constantly
! “calling’ members- of our’ staff

the CASE o it ﬂ*,;‘

| two—an ‘Individual—-about. the

| Later in the press conference
'| he clarified s this"~by = saying -

-.came unable ta go.to. the air-

(Turn to .Page 4, Column 4)
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o tmn Garnson stated “we no- =
| ticed ‘he was becommg in-

creasmgly nervous, ., He | be—

- port (where. Ferrle was a fly-
ing xnstructor) on°a ‘regular

concernmg thes progress ~of

THESE - AND _OTHER ob-

: servatlons ‘said *“the *district |

attorney, “had caused us to

{| become mcreasmgly concern-.|
‘ed, "as our investrgatlon pro-
‘ gressed -about  the pos51bmty

of his killing himself.”

" Garrison  said ‘that® Ferrie
had made “comments to in-
dividuals in the last week or

poss1b1hty of killing himself.”"

The _ reporter -said Ferne!
appeared ‘to “be neither ex-"

[N

ed and there .was no indica--

Dr. Chetta said rigor mortxs '

the purpose of -gathering in-

cation:: :
_ Levns a 26-year-old baggage

“ four- children were away from

sician sa1d 1t would ha¥e been:
impossible for ‘Ferrie to*write:
the note and then walk back-
“to his bedroom after the blood:

{-vessel ‘burst:uhesuatin;

M

" Yet it is still -unexplained
how Ferrie could have known.
the hemorrhage would 'occur =

lmless™ he gtook drugs to 1n-
duce it ! z ;

ANOTKER FIGURE in Gar-
rison’s investigation of the
Kennedy. assassiation was in |
hiding . after saying he feared .
for his life. But a' third probe
figure, being held in Parish
Prison, has still asked for no-
mcreased ,secunty gnd xs get-
ting none. ~ .

David Lewis, who sald his
knowledge ‘of -+the *“Kennedy.
case ;put. his: life jn''danger,
‘today ‘was ‘reported.to -have
left New , Orleans with - his
family for an undlsclosed lo-

LEWIS, "HIS w1fe and their

‘home ‘last night, and neigh-
.bors said -thesy had no jdea
“of .the family’s -whereabouts.
Employes at the bus station
-said: : ,
“We' don’t know where he’
“is -and - don’t: know when' he
will be "back — and that’s
official.”. . .

On the other hand Cl'lml-
.nal Sheriff Louis A. Heyd Jr.
‘said he has no :plang ‘to in-
crease security for Miguel
.Torres, a Cuban prisoner re-
portedly here for questioning
,about the JFK plot.

Torres, serving a nine-year
sentence at Louisiana. State
“Penintentiary, is now Tocked
up at Parish Prison.

Heyd said Torres: had asked.
“for no special “security -and"

Ferrie had “indicated it to

| :someoné “we ‘had warking on”

the case.”

A Washington, D C, phy-

"ssked that“any ‘bé provided. |
Torres is being held in a reg-
u]ar tler w1th other prlsoners

‘his office was on the: verge of ,
arrestmg Ferrie: for involve-..

*»and DA’s .. office . had not




{ ment In a plot to kill Kenne-
rdy, ‘when “Ferriewas~found
i 'dead in his uptown apart-
ment, :
i«,«GBrrlSOIlfn&Sal ' ,,e,gdeclsion
“to_move in -on : Ferrie . 'was |
made yesterday . morning, |
shortly’ before, Ferne hude.
body was found lyin; Fi154
empty ‘and half-emp di- «
v cme bottles o, '

d;
feeting™ i Ty
house thxs ‘morning, weé'-had
reached.a't decision . to: jarrest

A‘answered all questions put to

"fposnlve remarks with a terse

hini (Ferrie) early next week. -

Appa ntly ‘we' walted oo
long

“"As YATE 4S Mon
rison_had stated that due to
premature publicity, no ar-
rests would be made for a pe-
riod of months in his- investi-
gation into, a supposed plot to
- agsassiniite’ Kennedy®r Wik,
“In an hour-and-a-half long
press conference at his office
yesterday, Garrison ‘unloaded
the first real information he
{7hag given aut'since the States-
Item disclosed . his investiga-
tion :last - Friday. Preyiously,
Garrison had  not spublicly *
|:mentioned “Ferrie’s name in
| connection with the investiga- '
| tien and had only spoken of
|- the- investigation -itself in
roundabout terms. "7
At about 4:30 p.m. yester- ‘
| day, however, the DA tossed "
out his first bombshell of the
_day by begi
““The ™~ apparent sulcide of ~
David Ferrie ends the life of
| & man who, in my judgment, -
was one of history’s most im-
portant individuals. Evidence
developed by our office had
long since confirmed that he
was involved in events cul-'
minating in the assassination
of President Kennedy.” .
Garrison added that he has
had “for' some time enough
evidence to make an arrest.”
The district attorney spoke
only in generalities of Fer- .
rie’s association with a sup-
posed plot to kill the Presi- "
dent, but at one point he said,
“T haVe no reason to believe
. th%t Lee Harvey Oswald killed
anybody in Dallas on Nov, 22,
63 (the date. of the assas-
nation).” * - ‘
iThe 6-foot-5 lawman holed
ﬁnm his inner office for most
of . the afternoon with h1s

h WHEN 'mE conference fie
“nally began at 4:30, more
than 20 newsmen were led
info the office, single file, to

| “for . these reasons and‘ for

gface .a tired but still -ener-

étic - looking -«Garrison. - He-

-him by the horde of reporters |
furing the session, gecasion-
lly punctuating *his™ nore

o comment.”

, Garrison, who repeatedly re-
ferred to - Ferrie as “an ex-
Aremely intelligent man,” said

fhat the men- conductmg ‘the
giakeout had reported other

gns of ‘a mental breakdown

;on Ferrie’s part, such as “in- |
‘wreased endless pacing of the
‘floor.”

.THE NIGHT .before his ~
death the DA ‘recounted, the |
doomed man spent the entire
evening sitting in a chair star-
ing at the front door.

Garrison -said -he was not
ruling out the possibility of
murder in the Ferrie case, but.

other reasons we can’t go into.|
Tow,. wWe are assummg 1t is a
sulcrde N

“Ferrie,” who would have
been 49 on March 28, ‘was
born and reared in Cleveland
Ohio,* He came ‘south “in’ the

early 50s, living first in: Mi-.
| amj brxeﬂy, then coming:to !
New Orleans, according to the
drstrlct attorneys * records. !
! Garrison identified him as a
" former pilot for Eastern Air
Llnes and gaid he was “known
agfza remarkably competent p1—
ot :

. FERRIE WAS KNOWN here
-as a flying. instructor -and a
" private:.investigator, but. the
ety dxrectory lists him as a

psychologl

'dat hack sev-
eral” in %th ‘Orleans
rf;an ; eﬂersom parishes;”; pri-
|*marll‘ n-morals: charges. ;. -

Ferme called ' The'States-
'Item last Friday night after
.the story broke and talked to
reporter : David - Snyder.. He
:told ‘Snyderthat the "district
attorney ‘Had become interest-
“ed"in ‘him in connection with
the :assassination investiga-
tion. - ¢

“Suppposedly," Feme said,
“I have been pegged as the
. getaway pilot in an elaborate
:plot to kill Kennedy

YESTERDAY, HOWEVER,
Garrison said that an au-plane

did not figure in Ferrie’s con-

nection with the supposed as- |
‘sassination plot. Ferrie, he :

 said, did not fly to South Tex- ;

 as, but drove there the night ;

He has -an ar- l

l

k

of the assassination with two

companions,

Ferrie himself had ex-
plained this to the States-

made the frip by plane..

-~ “The weather at that time
between here 'and Houston
and Galveston was so bad
that it was impossible to ﬂy,”

K sald Garrison.

HE ADDED that the Texas

trip had triggered the investi-

gation into Ferrie’s affairs.
“We felt it. was rather pe-
culiar,” said the DA, “that
a man would suddenly take a

trip “to South ‘Texas -on”the

evening of the assassination,
when everybody else in the
country’ was home watchlng
television.”

.Item . on..Saturday, after.
‘earlier reports had said he

Garrison stressed that thereg
was no.question as to whether

Ferrie had been directly in-.

volved in the shootmg of- Ken-
nedy..

“-“Mr. Ferrie was, not in

Dallas. at the ‘time’ of thié 8s-'

sassination. “We have known
that for years and that is not
the point.” -What the  real

‘point_ of the Ferrle inveséttiiga-:

tion was, Garrison declini
say. He. did ‘reveal that ‘the

‘other two persons on the Tex-

ag tnp are not suspects

' RELATING ‘THE serles of

events . leading. to - Ferrie’s

initial . arrest--in. connection.

with the. assassmatlon - Gar-.
rison'“said ‘that a - check; of

files and other information

sources immediately after the
fatal shooting turned up Fer-

rie’s name, along with others,”

When.it was discovered that
Ferrrie had :left town for
Houston, he said, an all-night
stakeout. was. placed on Fer-
rie’s apartment “about’ rmd-
night,Sunday, Nov. 24."*

A reporter pointed out that |

rthxs was the same day that

“Jack Ruby #shot=and" killed

Oswald - in Dallas. = Asked
whether  the - _two incidents
were ‘in any way connected,
Garrison said; “No com-
ment.”

Garrison stated that Ferne
showed up at his apartment
some time after midnight
Monday morning, was ar-
rested for questioning later
that morning and subsequent-
ly turned over to the FBI
for questioning.

THE DISTRICT atforney

i



said his men found 40 pages
of material concerning Fer-
rie included in the FBI re-
port on the assassination in
the National ' Archives in
Washington.. Howover, he

said, 36 of these pages were :
marked “Top Secret” and '

were unavailable fo his inves-

tigators. -

He said that the 26-volume
report - of the Warren - Com-
.Imission on the assassination
‘mentions. Ferrie ‘only-once in
-passing,:.and. .th
his name. . S
- :Garrison “would  not- say
~Whether . Ferrie’s.: death had

materially- - obstructed  the

progress -of his investigation,
but  he did say that he was

still - confident ...“beyond .. a

shadow of a doubt”: that’ the

investigation would "eventual-
ly be drawn to a successful

conclusion. . .

“WE'VE ALREADY gone

far beyond the point that the

Warren Commission ended
at,” Garrison asserted. He
‘blamed the ‘commission - and

the FBI for accumulating |

“mountains. and mountains of
evidence,” but not evaluat-
ing it thoroughly. ° = .
“This is a problem of
analysis and evaluation,” he
isaid. . “We don’t need more
zfact gathering, we need more
Hevaluators.” .
Garrison stressed ‘that “I
intend to maintain control”
of the investigation, and not
hand over the reins to a fed-
eral agency that might
“cause things to delay and
.. bog down.”’! '

o e——

en;-misspelled

DAVID FERRIE'S APARTMENT at 3330 Louisi-

ana ave. pkwy., where the flying instructor-private,.\
~ investigator was found dead yesterday.




SICI( Scared Ferrle Felf

/orl

By DAVID SNYDER -

leld No Jushce

The man labeled “one of -history’s most important 1nd1v1duals” by Dist.
Atty. Jim Garrison-was also sick, sometimes scared and bltterly sure that there
‘was no justice for him in this world. e

At the end of his life, the mysterious David W1111am Ferne lived in the

clutter of a second-floor
duplex on, as he said, a
diet of ‘“coffee, cigar-

ettes and Jello.” -

THERE ALSO were pxlls -
bottles. and bottles of them.

The bottles were clustered,
a hodgepOdge of shapes, sizes
and colors, like some sort of
surreahstlc centerplece on a
coffee table in the middle of
his living room.

My first ‘contact with Fer-
rie was'a telephone call late

Friday “: afternoon following:

the. appearance of the initial
story in The States-Ifem on
a new investigation launched
by the district attorney into
the slaying of Pre51dent John

F. Kennedy

FERRIE’S voice was. nasal

| and aimost inaudible. He said

he was physically sick and
mentally tired of remaining
silent on the: investlgation. He

wanted to talk
" 'He did talk — about every-

thing under the sun — for a
span of four and a half hours
that night. Until the day of
his death he stayed in con-
tact by telephone.

The man investigated on

fwo different occasions by the

DA’s office in connection with
the slaying' met me at the

-downstairs ‘entrance to his

apartment.
HIS STEPS were feeble as

.we climbed the stairs to the

second floor. He -apologized
for the slowness, but said he
was suffering from encepha-
litis. He assured me that it
was not contagious.

-He also apologlzed for the

condition of the apartment.

Renovation work was in prog-
-ress, he said. - =

with the rank smell of old
cigarette butts and the ash-
trays were stacked.with them:

FURNITURE, greasy with

deep-seated dirf; rested on a
litter-strewn, thread-bare car-

‘pet.:Dirty - coffee cups -clut- -

tered the table fops and a

dusty baby grand plano in

Ohle corner. -

who had ceased to worry
about the niceties of life,
.Ferrie either propped him-
self against the arm of a sofa

‘ 1t was the room of a man

or reclined full length against

two soiled pillows as he re-
lated the details -of troubles
that had reduced him from a

T A P

S it . S

' The living room was ﬁlled .

"' DAVID W. FERRIE'

“man of V,me_éns” to poverty.

FROM TIME to time he
broke into the narrative to
lash out at the law, at jus-
tice and the news media.

Several times he asked if I

[(Turn to Page 4, Columm 8)




" Continued from Page 1
. thought he would be arrested
. in connection with the DA’s
investigation. He was to ask
this question over and over
during telephone  conversa-
tions over the weekend and
almost until the time of his

death. SR
' “His head covered with a wig

that was a rusty shade of red, -

his shoes off, and a cigarette
or cup of coffee constantly in
his hand, Ferrie talked al-
most ‘non-stop. ~ -

Once he questioned the War-
ren Commission report on the

trajectory of the bullets that

crashed into Kennedy’s _pody

and head. - ’

HE DRAGGED ' enormous
medical tomes from another

room  and launched into a -

. medical dissertation:on ..the -

assassination. He ‘knew the

human body - like. his .living
“room“and ‘you ‘caught:flashés

of brilliance as he tried to ex-
plain hig theories.: .. .. =2

It fascinated him, but, he .
"said, he knew nothing more .

about 'it: than:'what . he “had
read. . L e

It was because of his know-
ledge of science that he had
1 become a part-time investiga-
tor. : :
“Ferrie is a pilot,” he told
me, “but in complex cases
involving science several at-
torneys have found it advan-
tageous to have me investi-
gate for them.” . .

He was proud of his ability,

both as a pilot and an investi-

gator. '
Ferrie told of winding up

‘a_tensien-packed case for G.
Wray Gill, of the celebration -
afterwards with friends, and
of a spur of the moment"dé-"*
cision to take a trip to Texas

-for. some “‘relaxation,”. - - .

COINCIDENTALLY, . the
case. in federal court ,yvgynd

L

up on the same day that ken-
nedy was shot, and the trip
to Texas was in part respon-
sible for Ferrie’s involvement
.In the assassination probe, he
said' S e
Of the Texas tour by car,
Ferrie said, “I had no idea
this would turn out to be g
stupid move.” S
_.The reason- for .. going to
.Houston, as Ferrie recounted
 it,, was almost ridiculous i
its simplieity, =~ ¢ ,
) .One guy remembered
there was an ice skating rink
in Houston, so we decided to
'go skating.” CoT
Ironically, Ferrie seemed to
be in' better spirits on the day .
‘before his death than on the
first day I talked to him, .
He had become ‘engrossed in -
the business of putting to-
- gether a law suit designed to
- bring what he considered his
tormentors to justice. He had
begun to fight back against a
society he thought had handed
him too many bad breaks.

FERRIE called often to ask
about progress in the investi-
gation. He read every scrap
in the papers and watched
every newscast on television.

On the day before his death,
he called with a new theory .
on how the bullets struck
Kennedy, and he wanted me
to go to a pathology lab so
he could show me what he
was falking about with a
cadaver. R »
*. He wanted me to arrange
a lie detector test in case he
was arrested, S
" But the new confidence ap-
Darently was window dress-

The note found by his body
expressed feelings he had ex- -

=Dpressed -to'me -on=a-mitmber

‘of occasions and - different
Jways. o
“To leave this life {s, for

me, a sweet prospect.” - . .



