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Planned
- His Arrest

By George Lardner Jr.

Times-Post Service
New. Orleans: . ossigime:
A pilot who flgured in
District Attorney Jim
Garrison’s . investigation
of President . - Kennedy’s.
assassination was found
dead in his bed yesterday a

David W. Ferrie, ‘once — G T IR
interrogated as an’ alle; ged| T e
‘getaway pilot” for a
Presidential assassm was :
discovered dead at 11 am.
in his home with a sheet
pulled up to his chest.

New Orleans authorities
“arein dlsagreement over the
cause of death.

._Orleans Parish coroner Dr.
‘Nicholas J. Chetta said Fer-
rie died -of a ruptured blood |-
vessel at the base of the
brain. Garrison called it an
apparent suicide. .

INTERVIEW

- T may have been the last

person to see him alive, dur-|-
ing a four-hour conversation
that ended shortly before 4/.
a.m. yesterday.

“A president,” he told me
at one point in the rambling
Interview, “is no better than |.
anyone else. If I were killed,
I’d expect my death to be in.
vestigated just as thorough-

1y

It was almost as iflh? Xex&
back upstairs after. I le
prove the poin ol

mvesﬁgators had intended to
arrest Ferrie -next week in
the district attorney’s highly
pubhclzed -investigation of

the death,qf Presu_ient Ken-|.
edy#Garpison has asserted |:

ennedy’ s murder
_Nov.. 22, 1963,
was the" product. of 2 plot
hatchedm wOrleans

: ‘IMPORTANT

Garri gon called Ferrie
‘‘one of history’s most impor-
tant md1v1duals "

Biad bdatll

“Evidence developed by',

our office had long since con-
firmed that he was involved
in events culminating in the
assassination ;.o fiPresident
Kennedy,” the district attor-

cided yesterday morning to
hold off Ferrie’s arrest an-
other week. -

““Apparently we waited too
‘long.’*. Garrison ‘said. He re-
| fused to spell out the charges
'that might have been. lodged
 against the pilot.

Ferrie told me he felt con-
vinced there was no plot to
kill the President, that Lee

ney Said. He said that he de- |

' See Page 12,-Col. 1. -



PREESTS

- Harvey Oswald was a “lon

e .“seemed in good spirits,. not

_ hours after
assassinatm %

Mystery 6eath

- Of Pilot in
Kennedy Plot

From Page 1
——

A loner hlmself Ferrie
like a man about to k111 hun

- self.

“Kennedy is dead > he
said. “Let’s get on thh hv-
ing.”

But he also described hlm-
self as moody, even, at one
point as I recall it, given to
manic-depressive moods.

A brown bottle of ‘medi-
cine, tablets apparently, was
standmg on the worn-down
piano in his living room when’
I left. Garrison said: 14 other | .
bottles were found scattered
around house. Fertxf;0 was re-

It was Ferrie who :forced
Garrison to acknowledge on
Saturday. that he was con-
ducting a full:scale investiga-

- tion of what Garrison called

a conspiracy resulting in’ the
Kennedy assassination. -
Ferrie told me he was con-

vlnced it wonld. turnﬂut,to Jeji

a“witch hunt.” = 0
WIG

. Ferrie, a ruddy-faced. man,'
in his late 40s with a deep
‘vred wig glued on his. head

and false eyebrows, said: I
was ﬁhe first one ﬂley ques
tion:

He had been : summoned by
Garrison’s men last Novem-
ber on broadly, the. same
grounds for which he had
been picked &p wwhin 72

ady’s

b

At that tl!me hé h

‘arrested as a “iugr’ave from
o Texas” an&‘l‘& ed

. been in Da]i[as
’noon, waﬁﬂng at Iov?mel‘d{;

%

1 Oswalld was rumored to have

"} “Pve pever-even bée'

: day and night.

9'% :

ton and..Houston “hunting
geese’” —: but that he never
set foot in Dallas.

Feme gaid te never. knew
Oswald and had no recollec-
tion of ever having met him.

sérved in Ferrie’s Civil Air
Patrol unit in New Orleans,
but Ferrie said they were in
different umifs.. ,

-Ferrie ‘was also rumored to
have flown Oswald to Cuba
around: 1959 He seoffed at
the report. *

Cuba,” he said. “At the time
I was supposed to be flying
Oswald “t0 Cuba, I “under-
stand hé was in the Manne
COTPS
- Ferrie sard he consxdered
“thls pre-occupation” with |
the Kennedy assassmatlon
L“ghoulish * . But. hisiroo
-showed. ‘that it occupied lum

- CLUTIER . ..

Coples of magazine artlcles
onthe President’s death,
books attackmg the Warren

sion, even his own]
mathethatical calculatioiis ‘of
| {he path of the assassin’s bul-
lets, cluftered the floor. " .-

On Monday,: Ferrie turned
up-at a restaurant to talk to
‘Carlos Bringuier,- a* Cuban
‘exile who had scuffled with
;Oswald three years ago on.a
‘New Orleans street corner

‘CAP . T

’ greed with Garrison’s decla-

' w1’ch a plane to ﬂy Oswald to
saf

Feme said He'did leave for -
Texas with several acquain- .
 tances that day — to Galves-

leaﬂets of the Fau' Play for
-Cuba Committee, . e
Bnnguier, who mslsts that
the assassination was a ‘pro-
Castro conspiracy, recalledj
Ferrie’s visit with dlstaste

“He asked me if I could
help him,” Bringuier said.
“He told me that anyone who '

s there could be a Com-r

4 mun?sf Plot ‘behind. the Ken-|

nedy” assassination should go
toa psychminst.” .

. Brmgul.er, who went on the
speakmg circuit after the as-
sassination - with -the nght-
wing organization

“There was a plot ¥ he in-
sisted, adding that he disa-,

ration earlier in the' week
that a forelgn power was not
involved, '

“ Ferrie sald he was sure
that the FBI had mvestigated
Oswald’s - activities in New
Orleans thoroughly and was
now waiting for Garrison to
fall on his face. The district
attorney said. earlier in .the
week that “arrests wﬂl“be
made, convxctrons dan
tained.”

over Oswald’s drstrrbutlon of

At a press conference after
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Ferrie’s death Gamson ex-
presssed his regret' and sug-
gested that the press ‘may
have driven- Ferrie to take
his own life.

MURDER .

Pressed on whether he was
ruling out murder, however,
Garrison told reporters, “I'm
not ruling anything out. I
don’t want to be in the posi-
tion of bemg dogmatic ?

Ferrie’ 5 body was found by
a young ‘man police refused

to identify. Garrison said the
individual had to break into

the house tﬂ make the ‘dxscov?
ery.. - -

The district ~attomey also'
vowed full speed ahead with

LR
P

dog that has to have its own

' bone” and ‘added: “Any in-

his investigation of the Ken- formation the federal govern-

nedy assassination. He said
he had no intention of calling

in the FBI. “What would be.
the purpose in seeking feder-
al aid — to try and delay our’
progress three more years?

‘ment has to. give, of course

we're gladtoget oo 5!

'But he. professed unhappl-
ness with' what he said was
the “secret’ class;ﬂcatlon

“We’ve been able to maki
more progress in three
months with 'a -handful -of
men than they’ve been able
to do 'in three years with 5000
men.”

| stamped . on, pages. in . ‘the
Warren’ Uommlssmn Volumes
referring fo Ferrie. He said

the FBI had stamped them
secret . and lmphed that J.
Edgar Hoover’s men had

Ifbeen less than cooperative in

ther areas of the investlga-
tion. as wem :

'Ferrie ha.d a dlIferent sto-‘

last fall, Garrtson *S men

that". the dish‘ict ttorney‘s’
office had lost its. copy of his
initial statement (At the
’press conference, ~ Garrison
fcomplained specmcally ‘that
the FBI never ‘gave his office
a copy of F‘erne ] 1963 state-
ment.) :

ry He saxd t.hat whenhe wasv-- ec

Feme, who had in the past‘

“Ibeen : ‘arrested on moral§’

charges 1nvolang young
boys, said he did have: untll
:his oy : that:

Garrison msrsted zthat he‘»
| wasn't. trying -to’ pIay “the’

wanted him to track over the AT

'g mauy of th P 'omts

fraised by crjtics- of the. Wari

ren Comm1ss10n Ferme said;
“I-feel it's a thes1s-provmg
affair. T think- Gariison- felt,
what could be bettef hart to
be a.hero. on somethmg that’

popular ” o
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who, his brother said, left

o .cause he -was being
; constantly ncmmnoumm by
|.|| :m.mmﬂ.ﬁm 1) -

¢= 1112iThe man, .EEBmm Henry

4 then _H.BEUP .then back to
.. Pensacola to escape these
“‘agents,” the brother said.

for Jack Ruby, the brother
said.

3 Two days before he was

A&m county solicitor here

, vmmm::?.mmﬁmmn:m yester-
_day ‘the death of a man .

- Dallas after President Ken- ".mm far as I'm going 8 U

nedy’s assassination be-

$ Killam, moved to Pensacola, °

His wfie worked as a stripper-

woneoa_.

.55 E.oEmu “Earl’ NENE -

mmw& the solicitor to mEESo

.. .his brother’s body to deter-

mine more about the death,

which the police had Esa as
. an apparent suicide. . - -

“Did you ever hear of a
man committing suicide by
jumping through a plate
glass 5:%1&. the vnoa_on
asked.

o oms&P the brother said.

mB 8. .uﬁm was d Hs_m.
 empl -of _Ruby in
as, theirother. said. Kil-
“also- worked as a house -

" painter’ with a man named

Jack ownwowf who had
roomed in iDallas boarding
house once with Lee Hafvey

M én_.mq

At'4 a.m. an the BoB.Em of -
March 17% the Pensacola
zosm.uoﬁuﬁ aid, Killam

. received a uwoum call at his.

mother’s home. The newspa-
per; quoted W»wo mother as
umiun thatiKillam dressed

,2& mp.omn, utomvmum&mﬁn a
~ - crash on a.doy

“They thought 4t was a trash
truck picking -up beer and
whiskey bottles,” said the po-
Ici ereport, signed by Officer
S.N. Beeves.

They turned - their  truck

~‘around and saw, a man stag-

gering in front om a broken

display window, the report :

said: They-called police. But
Killam died before he got to
a hospital.

"The police umvoz said, :v? :

cause of the presence of
blood approximately four
feet inside the show window,

it is my opinion the expired

town street. .

.,EEv& ::.e:mw the win-
dow.”:
i wboou

Coroner AH. Nerthup said

his report showed ther was

only .one cut on Killam’s

body:” ‘“A' long, three-inch
deep laceration over the low-
er side ‘of the néck. Appar-
ently sustained deep lacera-
tion. in throat when he fell
through plate glass window.”

The solicitor, Carl Harper,

said he took a statement -

from Earl Killam yesterday
morning - and would investi-
gate immediately. He said he
planned to tal kto District At-
torney. James nw_.:mon of
New: Onummum

Associated 1_.._3.

1 Sa _.oEo. :
) wwﬁ hour later,
I 4 ,




