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Or]eans Coroner Rules Ferrle Dlevdv ”

Natural Death Desplte Notes Found

By Georgé Lardnea Jr. .
‘Washington Post SBtaft Writer =
NEW ORLEANS, Feb. 28
Orleans Parish' Coronér Nich-
le Chetta flatly and:finally
ruled today that David Wilham
Ferrie died a natural’ death
despite ‘several notes found in
his"apaartment suggesting

suicide and rﬁ;:aﬂ.nn.nﬂ.m

se*ual lgxe o .
! now- his- intent.: We

kno_w the»_pressuraf he' was
under,”. .Dr. Chetta told re-
parters. But ‘he“stressed ‘that
exhaustive . tests' showed ab-
solutely no s1gn of suicide or
muypder. . ;

Ferrle, 49 "was once sus-
pected but : ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁuen?
ed by Federal agents of

er
cerebral hemorrhage he was
again accused by District At-
torney Jim Garrison of a key
role in “events culminating
ip the. assassination.” .
Chetta called. Ferrie - “a
sychopath...a -dangerous in-
jvidual . capable of almost
ythmg »

Blood Pressure High

#§But the Coroner said Ferrie
could not have killed himself,

$xcept perhaps by worrymg»

hlmself eath under the
"5tFess “and " strain®” of Garri-
son’s investigation. He said

tFerrie was suffering from high

blood pressure.

Before he died, Ferrie said
he never knew Lee Harvey
Oswald, who was found by
the Warren commission to
ave been the assassin. But
he New Orleans States-Item
eported _today .that.a local

aw enforcement officer: says
e found Férrie and :Oswald
ogether :here shortly . before
e assassination. At story in
latter ‘edition said that the
fficer denied that one of the
en was Ferrie.
Garrison’s office, it Wwas re-
krted, was told by the ofi-
r that, he. found two men

itting together :in'a’ parked
ar near the New Orleans
ake front in early- morning
n-a fall day in.1963. One of

e men reportedly identified
imsplf as Oswald then.

A flight school instructor
and a part-time  private in-
vestigator, Ferrie left behind].
a bitter, typewritten note, un-
dated and unsigned, condemn:
ing local law enforcement
officials and the Ameriéan
court system. He ‘had a
record of arrests on homo-
sexual charges.

The note labeled District
Attorney Garrison and other
law .officials as “utterly unfit
to hold office.”

Note Found in Rooms v

“Truth and falsehood, right
and wrong, have no place in
the courts,” the note added
“All the State needs is ‘evi-
dence to support a conviction.
If this be justice, then justice
be dammed.”

Also found in- Ferries drab
dooms was a note to a “Dear
Al” again undated and signed
with the typewritten parting,
“Goodbye, Dave.”

“When " you receive this,”

the second note said, “I will
be quite dead so no answer
will be possible )
YAl T« say is that I
offered”™ you love and the best
I could. All I got in return,
in the end, was a kick in the
teeth. Hence I die alone and
unloved.

“You would not even
straighten out Carol about me

though this you started when|V

you were going -steady. I
wonder what your last days
and hours are going to be
like, As you 'SOW, SO shall you
re@p L L

Chetta smd he did not
know who “Al” was.

Alluded to Charges

In a four-hour interview
with’ me shortly before he
died, Ferrie alluded to the
homosexual charges in his
past by attempting to suggest

there was”’ nothing improper
in his relationship with young
men. . g

He said he made ‘g, hobby” .
of taking “deserving .young-
sters from broken homes” and
trymg to give them a. break
in life. -

Dr. Chetta said- the notes
were typed on a Royal found
in. Ferrie’s rooms. He said he
recognized . the conflict with
his finding ‘of natural death
and consequently ‘tade his
tests as pamstakmg as .he
could. R F . .
* The coroner said he ‘has al-’
ready received several “crank
letters” - challengi'ng his
fmdmgs

The only drug turned up
in toxicological fests, how-.
ever, was some caffeine,. Dr.
Chetta said. This presumably
came from the cup of coffee *
Ferrie had in the mtervxew,
with me before his death. He !
died about 4 a.m. Wednesday, -
“give or take a couple of
hours,” Dr. Chetta said. I ;
left Ferrie's flat round 4 a.m.-

It has been suggested that
Feme might have written the™
“suicide notes” in an earlier :
mood of depression when he '
actually intended to kill
himself. : .

Appeared a Saver o
The coroner said Ferrie was

“definitely manie . .. He had
pBrFERGIQ %enﬁ'!ﬂ'cles, t100.” He
; ] a com-’
pulsive “saver,”, of papers,
letters, pictures - and other
emorabilia. Police also found
veral guns in his apartment,
cluding even  an ancient
pringfield muzzle-loader.
Dr. Chetta ruled out the
possibility” that ‘a karate chop
might have . preduced the
ruptured blood vessel that
caused: Ferrie’s death. He said
it would have left some slight
sign. ‘on lus askm and there
was none.
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Ferrie, Oswald. Lmk
In ”omsmna

eportec
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NEW ORLEANS (AP)—Dlst
Alty.- Jim Garrison has been
given information that Lee Har-
vey Oswald and David W. Fer-
rie were picked up together by
police in New Orleans in 1963,
the States-Item-reported today.
- Before he was found dead last
Wednesday, Ferrie had . insisted
he did not know Oswald, named
by the Warren Commission as
the man. who Kkilled President
iInohn F, Kennedy Nov 22, 1963,

D Y

Feme, 2 former airlines pilot,
has been called “one of the
most important men in history”
by Garrison, who launched fis|’
own investigation of the assas-
sination last 'October and now
claims to have ‘“‘solved” it. .

Garrison’s  investigators, -the

aper said, were told by a
ew Orleans law officer that he
making a routine check

‘Jear Lake Pontchartrain early
‘pne morning in' the fall of 1963

en he found two men s:btmg
a parked car.” -
One of the men 1denﬁf1edh1m
self as Oswald, the officer said.
The ' officer was -not clear .

about ' how' the other man iden-’

tified himself, but he has since
positively identifxed Ferrie' as
the man he saw in the car, the
Dpaper said, -

. Not Arrested

The officer took the paxr to
headquarters, ‘the newspaper
said, where his superior de-
clined to -arrest them on the
grounds there was insufficient
evidence they - were gullty of
any wrongdoing.

After the Kennedy assassma-
tion, the officer said, he rec-
og'nize_d _Oswald’s face and
name from pictures.. He said
he took no action because it was
widely known that Oswald had
lived in New Orleans.

Last week, when Femes
name” was prommently linked
to the.- Garrison probe, the
officer gave the district at-
torney -his informshon, the
States-Item ‘said:

‘Federal mvestlgawrs are
known. to have . found no: evi-
dence . linking. Ferrie with
Oswald or any conspu‘acytp Kkill
Kennedy.

A typewritten nota foltnd in
Ferrie’s apartment after his
death contained a bitter indict-
ment of law enforcément of-
ficers, courts and American
Justice in general.

The first . paragraph “of ‘the
note, released on the day Ferrie
dled referred: to death as a
“gweet - prospect.” .. Gargison
maintains that. Ferrie commit-
ted suicide, - although Coroner
Nicholas Chetta has ruled death
resulted from natural causes—a
ruptured artery in the brain!;

Tests revealed that the note
was -typed on a typewriter fdund
in Ferrie’s cluttered apartﬂ!ent

Never Oonvicted

Tt containg. 4 mmerouswef

erences to the wnter s m'ltahon
at police methods. : @5
Ferrie apparently ‘had never
heen convicted of any crinte: He
lost his job as an airline pllot in

11961 after being’ arrested on’'a

morals charge in, suburban
Jefferson Parish (county), but
the case never went to trial. No
charges - were known -to’ be .
pending . against him at the time
of his death.

Ferrie was inbert%gated by
both local and federal-authori-
ties after the assassination. He
had left for Texas on the day of
the slaying and said later he and
two friends visited Houston and

.Galvestort before retumiﬂg to

Loulslana o
v RIS
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“thiginian who' killed Presi-

" wafian. the officer said, he re-
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Ayz Tos Angles Herhld-Ex_&mfﬁgr ‘

'NEW ORLEANS, Feh. 28"
(9 == Dist. Atty, Jim Garrison
been - given 'information
2 man wanted for questioning
in:the-Kennedy assassination

‘|intestigation were ‘picked up
togetn

er “ by ‘police here in
1963, the States-Ttem reported
today.:« .
The StatesItem first re-
ported that Oswald’s compan-
ion-~was David W. Ferrie,

W identified by Garrison as a

central figure in his investi-
gatien. But the néwspaper
said-+later the -second -man
was-not Ferrie, - -~ --
Before he * was found
déad-last Wednesday, Fer-
rie hdqd insisted he did not
know Oswald, named by
the:Warren Commission as

déent *John F, Kennedy in
Dallas Nov. 22, 1963. - - |

THe ’ StatesItem reporte
that Garrison’s investigators
were told by a New Orleans
law officer that he found the
two' fen sitting in a parked

ar pear Lake Pontchartrain
early>on morning in the fall
of 1963. b

‘Oneé’of the men identi.

fied :himself as Oswald, the
officer said. The States-
Itemreported in: its first
_edition' that the officer —
after “seeing Ferrie’s body
—~:4aid - Ferrie positively
wagithe second man. Later
théfiewspaper said the sec-
ond “man was not Ferrie,
but apparently was con.
nected with another aspect
of the Garrison probe.

The officer took the pair to
headquarters, the newspaper
sald, where his superior de-
clitied to .arrest. them on the
grounds theére was insuffi-
ciént evidence they wre guil-
ty:of any wrongdoing.

fter the Kennedy assassi-

o JFK ipLZOTt'V' PROBE b |

ew Orleans

L.,

cognized Oswald’s face;, and
ngme from the picures. He

haf ..
thal.Lee Harvey Oswarld and -'gaf he (oo 0. action be

‘cdyse it was widely known
that Oswald had lived in

_.Néw Orleans.’

* ‘Last week, when Ferrie’s
name was prominently
linked.to the Garrison assas-

" sifigtion probe, - the officer

pave the district attorney his
information, the States-Item
Bald. ¢ oL
" ‘BA typewritten note found
i Ferrie’s apartment after
his "death contained a bit-
ter indictment of law en-
f0rcement officers, courts
and American -justice \in.
general. R
{The first paragraph-of -thé
note, released on the day Fer-
" rié died, referred to, death as
a sweet prospect.” Garrison
maintains, that Ferrie com-
Imitted suicide, although Cor-
onér Nicholas Chetta has
rul
‘natural causes — a ruptured
artery in the brain.

In announcing today his

. fingl verdict in the Ferria

death, Chetta said: “This man
died a natural death, There
is no indication of violence of
any kind—certainly not mur-
der or‘suicide.” Chetta said
-finydings were negative for al-
cohjol,> arsenic, cyanides, bar-
bitiirates, ‘depressants and
“cerjtral nervous system stim-
ulants. '
., Tests revealed the note was
typed on a typewriter found

death resulted.. from.

Ferrle apparéntly shad-nev-
ér"tbeeit  convicted ~of " any
crime. He lost his job as ar
airline ‘pilot in- 1961 after
being arrested on amorals
charge in suburban Jeffersor
Parish (cCounty), but the case
never went ‘to trial. Nc
charges -were, Xknown to be
pending against” him ‘at the

i
1
h

n Ferrie’s - cluttered apar"?-”
ment. . el T

after his death. They. includ:

time of his death.

Ferrie was interrogated by
both local and federal au-
thorities following the assas-
sinatioh. He had left for Tex-
as on the day of the slaying,:
and- said later he and two.
Iriends visited Houston and
Galveston before returning
to Louisiana. .- :

The coroner gave newsmen|
today a list of the objects tak-|
en from- Ferrie’sapartment

: It contains numerous refer-
ences to thé writer’s: irrita-
ion at.police ‘methods. “Dai-

we', are ' propagandized
ore and moré about a ris-
ng crime rate. But how -do

e know it is true? We don't,
or we Americans ‘have little

public records’ of this rising|

me rate and nearly wound

p iniail for my. trouble. 1

‘yas .searched, interrogated,

erbally abused; had. my rec-

gl;g checked, . and . finally

eatened. Needless to day, I

g hot see.the:‘public reos
Ygo b N 1 LI & i

“...'. These judges of ta- .’
day deny -defendants duye "
! process of law . .".’when'I"
,Was a boy my father,
preached that in the ‘Amer-:
ican Way of Life’ you are
innocent till provén guilty.
No greater lie has been

, told.”

addressed to
dealt with medica
relating to Ferrie’s ‘allments,
which included high - blood
pressure. e

1

nursing him at home. He has
a form of encephalitis.”

however, that Ferrie was not|
suffering “from’  encephalitis
at the time of his death.

ed a blue '100-pound practice

muzzle loading rifle, a .22 cal-
ibre Remington rifle, g single
shot .22 caliber rifle with an
altered stock, 20 gauge shot-
gun shells, two Army Signal|-
Corps field telephones, a bay-
onet, a flare gun, a radio
transmitting tuner unit, a
radio receiver tuner unit, .32
calibre empty brass casings,

cameras and three rolls of
undeveloped film., .

‘concluded:

the name “Tg& Clark,” said:
‘T want to oduce myself.
My name is Tom Clark. Dave
has been very sick for the

aerial bomb, a Springfield

22 caliber . blanks, .several

Dr. Chetta revealed that
another note was found in
errie’s apartment. Ad.
ressed to “AlL” it said in
bart: ““Wheti yoir ‘receive
this I will be quite dead, so
no answer will be possible.”_
The remainder of the note
was phrased in a similar
tohe of depression, and it
“Hence, I die
alone and unloved. As .you
sSow, so shall you reap.
Goodbye. Dave.” *. T
A third typewtitten' note,
“Deéar | Perm,”
ects|
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-A fourth ﬂoté,'whiltﬁh bfgre
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ast two months I am

Dr. Chetta fold “newsmien, |

The coroner’ termed- Fer- |
rie “ i cho-

gath.”




