Dear Jim, 1/1/18

I'n sure glad you didn't cell until I was ready to leave for 411, I then had to
drive hor two places and it was after 7 before we were home, Bowever, while I was waiting
your brief mention of Bud's one reaction Just wouldn't go away.

I have written hin about it but as 14l says, 1t is abdut 1ike Xnocidn. a bead
against the wall. My hope is that st some point M1l may get interested in what the
whole story is, what can happen as & yeault, end thad Jimmy's dofense may from all of
this improve.

No matter how much we may want te we can neither of is go through another Memphis.

I will not think now of putidng in those kinds of hours or living through all
af the urnecessary teasions. It was a drain on you you ought never have to go through
again and then ahould not have had to. IS i3 not by any means only this miserable perw
sonal business. ¥e¢ axe loeking towaxd a trial. Whether or not we get it we'd best be
prepared for one. With you alone? With Bud having a chance tc do again what he has done?

Because the Playbay deadlice oo the piece Jim is now wril?n§}2*Bes to phone bin
and tell him when I'll be away. They do consult with me, 50,0 days not at all, some
a half-dosen times. Theyodid temight as scon as you and I finished talking. So, I told
ks about the Potomac pdece. His wonder is that Bud hasn't been in serious trouble
already and that somecne hasa't written & yveal expose that would be & different kind
of ruin,

o Believe me there is much sore than I've menthoned 4n writing Bud and Bill and
£ this business has %o end mow, orasy or o Orasy. What I san 40 I don't know but what
I am wiliing to I do. .

There is more of the same votten stuff, I haven't had a -hance to veed it yet
but X read Howard's sccompanying note. It says that Bud's new associates, the AL
crowd, is so literally plaglarising that they ave photographing actual pages of ay
copyrighted and quite originel work and distwibuting it. Eoward sent me a copy of
Crewdaddy with it,

It is not only that there is no end to this but thet it can provide the meens
of doing something to stop the harm theee people doe Oud problem, of course, is that
§ wo ave but two people and can do only so mueh.

The weather report I last heard is what you said May told yiu. This mesns the
odds are against your gstting here tomorrow so I make these notes note o forget.

You mxy be right about Bud vanting to stay in the Ray oase after 6th cireuit.
There was a time when I thought he or Bill said otherwise. Hé is crasy and cgomaniscal
suough to talk himself into Delieving that with the ovap he talks sbout that is so un~
real hs can try such a case. After what he has seen and been through I think Jimmy
may have other and entirely uniusphred idess.

Jin raised an interesting point X hadn't really thought about, mikwiyy
although it vas obvious when I yead the Potomac piecs. Velentine knew betier, if only
from sitting through the hearing, after which he did this writing. Unless you begin
with an assumption neither Holinley nor I did, it mesus hs was told what to write.
Paul knew batter and other than he wrote.

hastily,



