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: Reference memorandum of 4-10-72 from Mr. Braniganto ™™, N\ °
P Mr. Miller whereln it was recommended and approved that contact be made N,
* with Congressman Richard Ichord (D-Mo. ) or appropriate members of his  N°% <
staff to determine his need for three specific documents relating to Bureau M\a N
sources and operations which the Congressman had requested from Archivesy, >
along with a number of other documents from the President's Commission on, \f g
. the Assassination of President John F. Kennedy. e, > ‘\ -,
- , - S e e e OO
\ -
This matter was first discussed by Inspector Bowers with B S\

Donald Sanders, Chief Counsel of the House Committee on Internal Security EE
which Congressman Ichord i8 Chairman, on 4-12-72, Sanders, a former e
Special Agent with whom we enjoy an excellent relationship, advised he was ot
aware of Congressman Ichord's request for certain Warren Commission . E'.
documents from the Archives, although he had not handled this matter. He ©| &‘)
stated the request had been handled by Wwilliam Hecht, a new Assistant in thdd . e )

. Congressman's office. Sanders said he understands the request was made f@ -

= 7 an tndividual whose name he believed to be Fensterwald. Sanders was aske § ‘

if this might be Benard Fensterwald, former Chief Counsel of the Senate CL;
Subcommiltee on Administrative Practices and Procedures when it was Chaired -
by Senator Edward Long (D-Mo.) and who is now head of an organization he |
founded known as the National Committee to Investigate Assassinations. . .. .~

_ Sanders stated he was not sure but added this would appear to be a reasonable

assumption, Sanders was briefly advised of Fensterwald's

" background -

- and the fact that his National Committee to Investigate Assassinations includes .- . +
- other{ “individuals such as Jim Garrison, New Orleans District - ' iy
(\ttm-yn‘ey:;'Wihmm Tarner, former FBI Agent; and Fred J. Cook, ( | L e
£ ... . wrlter and scvere critic of the FBI ($§nge pxp_;-essep,_@,r m‘-n@m‘z/
Congressman Ichord might have lnadver}zont y becom ﬁlx\'oivc,d L San Séch a crowd.
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. " On 4-13-72 Bowers called at the office of Congressman lchord -“;;-

- to speak with his Assistant, William Hecht, concerning this matter, Moments® - o’
after Bowcrs arrived In the office Benard Fenste1 wald entered and convcrs'ltlon = 3
with the receptionist indicated he had an appointment with Hecht and also lloped * % 4
to see the Congressman, Fensterwald did not recognize Bowers although they. - .é i
had several contacts while Fensterwald was employed by the Senate Subcommlltee. ‘

P “The matter of the Congressman's request for the Warren

Commission documents was discussed with Hecht on 4-13-72 and he fmplied - R
the Congressman wanted these documents in connection with his position as _' o
Chairman of the House Committce on Internal Security. He asked if it might

~  be possible for him to review the classified documents and furnish the .-
Congressman a summary to relieve the Congressman of the time- consuming
task of having to personally review lengthy documents. Hecht was advised that
under the circumstances it was felt the matter should be discussed personally
with Congressman Ichord. Hecht stated that while the Congressman was thea -~ ™'
fn the office he had a full schedule for the afternoon and indicated he would set an ~
~appointiment for Bowers to discuss this mauer wlth the Congressman in the near -
Iuture. U IS . .~.'»~-»-1'.',;.~

S

Since that time, Hecht has been contacted on several occaslons _
concerning the need for an appointment to resolve this matter with the Congressman,
and Hecht has indicated he has been unable to arrange for an appointment. On -

4-26-72 Sanders advised he had discussed this matter briefly with Congressman .~ ”;
Ichord and told him of Bowers desire to see him as soon as possible to get the

. Umatter resolved. Sanders stated the Congressman remarked that he also has " *"
pending a request from CIA for an appointment on the same matter and lndlcated -
he would discuss the malter with Hecht to arrange appointments in the near ‘
future. No turther word has been heard from Hecht regardmg an appolntment.

w Our relations wlth Congressman Ichord are excellent It scems
lqpparent he has been brought into this matter by his Assistant, Hecht, and that -

the documents really are wanted for Fensterwald who has publicly bhted that

the purpose of his National Committee to Investigate Assassinations is "to - :
embarrass or force the Government to make investigations they have been putting -
ot slnce November 22, 1963." Undoubtedly, Congressman Ichord is not avure .

~ Vof Fensterwald's " “background or of the identities of others affiliated 'with .

him In the National Comnnittee to Investigate Assassinations, He will be briefed T e

C. R

in confidence concerning these individuals nhen an 'lppolntmcnt is arr mged W 1th : iy

hlm lC”ll(llnb this mqlter. - L | R L .: f
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