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Reference memorandum of 4 10 72 from Mr Branigan to Mr. Miller L
and my memorandum to you of 4-28-72 concerning efforts to contact Congressman *
Richard H. Ichord (D-Missouri) with respect to three FBI documents which they
Congressman had requested from Archtves relattng to the assassination of for@ir\
President Jolm F. Kennedy. e e : : C e

By appolntment Inspector Bowers caned on COngressman Ichord on\ \
5-8-72. The Congressman stated he {8 concerned with allegedly unrevealed Ly
involvement on the part of the KGB with Oswald prior to the assassination of
President Kennedy and that was the reason for his having requested the variou
documents from Archives. The Congressman was asked if he was seeking this
information on his own volition or if, in fact, he had requested it for Bernard
Fensterwald, head of the National Committee to Investigate Assassinations, it
being potnted out to the Congressman that Fensterwald had been scen In his
Doffice by Bowers durtng an earuer visit there to chscuss this matter. Cooen
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R The Conbressman said that he had requested the tnIOrmation for :
Fenster\» ald and stated he knows little of Fensterwald but he had been led to .
believe that the information was desired In connection with legitimate research
for a book being prepared by Fensterwald or some people working with him, At.
this point the Congressman was briefed for his con{idential information on -

2 A Fensterwald's background,and he was furnished the identities of those asaochted

mth Fensterwald on the National Committee to Investigate Assassinations; namely,

Fred J. Cook, § ~ “writer; William Turner, former FBI Agent; -

and Jim Garrison,” New Orleans District Attorney. The Congressman was told

“ that Fensterwald has stated that one of the primary purposes for organizing the
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involved wit}} such characters and was not aware of Fensterwald's background =
He stated he certainly does not want to become embroiled with such individuals
but that unfortunately the situation has progressed to the point whereby
Fensterwald will probably allege that "my mouth has been sealed!' by Government
officials who want to hide the truth about the Kennedy assassination. He stated . - %
he feels the best course of action for him to take at this time is simply advigse " -
Fensterwald that he has seen the documents in question, both those originating |

with the FBI and the CIA and that they contain no informatlon pertinent to R
Fensterwald's inquiry. :
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During conversahon with Congressman Ichord it was apparent that
he Is aware of the general nature of the three FBI documents in question. [Re - .-
stated, in fact, thot he understands these documents concern an interview with

, "investigation to locate a safety deposit box allegedly -
Fuilteu by Usw ald ‘and certain investigations in Mexico. The Congressman was
advised that two of the documents in question contain no particularly substantive
information and relate primarily to Bureau sources and operations and that the -
third document deals with the interview ofl and could not be released by
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us without first clearing it with other 80urcc_b_7 e e .,:. -8

. The Congressman expxessod his appucnhon for our advice in this '
‘matter and particularly for the information concerning Fensterwald, He stated .
he is scheduled to talk with CIA representatives later this week concerning .
their documents, and he in all probability will treat them the same as FBL v, " '~
documents and merely tell Fensterwald that he has seen the documents in :
question and they contain no information per tlnent to his lnqulry. foal ST e
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" That this be referred to the Domestic Intelligence Division. '
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