Dear Jia, 12/5/74

Itudis the first beautiful day in some time. No cutting winds, bright, warm sum,
above-fraezing temperature. ind I was thinking as I took a large stuck of books out to
the zailbox and to bring the morming papers back how nice it would be to go for a wadk.

The reasons I can't remind me of something you said yesterday, that I should
firish Agent OgwgldeAnd why I have mot beem able to. And what that can sxplain about me
and how and why I react as I do.

I decided to sleep this morming until half past five because tomight's brosdeast
will lagt until midnight. People from the collage are coming this afternmoom, And thore
is Halle's memorandum into which I got before breakfast.

Not only would I like to tulk a walk — I'd like to out some wood s0 I canm use the
Tireplace for heat, and today is fire for that. But there mot only isn't time but I have
Aot even had time to got thu gas-oil mixture the saw requires since returning from Hemphis,
Before going there the weathur was too mild. When Bud and Bill wore here October 13 I
had not even atarted to take the outaide furmiture im, we did all our discussing outwuide,
and bocause one can of the aix will last the entire winter, I had to let getting the gas
walt witilx the last minute to keep it from going "stale,” which it does.

Small thiwgs, of course. But symptomatic.

For years I have had a lov boiling point with Bud because of some of the emormous
wastes of time for which he has besn resyonsible, I could have writtem several books in
several of the longsr periods of tiwe he has waated. You cmn remember those months he
kept lying %o me while he kept you busy on other things instead of getting to the habeas
corpus petition.

Then there wag the time he asked me to help Johm Nichols with his first sult, which
¥as a neag. Bud didn ¢ take the time. In fact, he waanlt competent to do what he auked of ma.
It was enpugh for me that Bud said it should be dome. I spant at least as much time om it
ag finighing Agent Osmiald would have required., And if I'd known that Bud was lying amd
thore would bs that lony delay after I returned with the material for the affidavits for
the petition, while I doa't Jmow thut I would have dome it, I would have had time to do
Zigor %o Rids. Hore likely I'd have finished other started work imstead of making & new
beginndngs But I would have done gone writing i I'd know 1% would not be imtecrrupted
at sone closs and unpredictable momente

Or, take the time I spent trying to frustrate what nobody else saw would result
from what Cyrdl was up to. Or the time trying to get throush to Paul on the horresdous
*acionce” of his molomry.

Can you begin to imagine the time wasted trying to keep Garrisom straight, regard-
lesas of the value of what little I was able to accompliah?

Each of these, whwther correctly understood, was somsthing I them believed required
time and effort instesd of what olse I oould huve dome with that time., I lock baok with
conslderable regret at the wastes but not with the beliss that in belny the only ome who
atiagpted to cope wiih these disanters and fuiilities the deciamlon wes wronge I did block
sone bad things end I did accoaplisk some good omag. But there i3 mo doubt thas each
represents someone elss's bad judgement or other impositdion. With Carrisom smrd Wecht there
is again & Bud involvemsat (plus the wauste of & scarce commodity around here with Garw
rison, monsy).

Whethor the time was required by waste or work the timo was mot well spent wnd was
as I then perceived it required gad was time I'd have preferred spurding almost any other
vay. Thia 1z true of our rwcent experiences with Faul. I'll mever ixow whether he would
have beem contonmt to remain publicly quiet if I had not tuken tize and gome after him
with the vigor I did. X do kuow that he did remain publicly silemt amd that the result is
that I was able to accomplish much.

Thege wostes of tilas have scoumulated over the years imto an emormous amount, more
thar I think anyons can poasibly imagine. In terms of what I could have dome with that time
the coat iz great. In tarms of explaiming my iapatience with the recurremce of similar amd
generally needloss and unprincipled repetitions -~ the Playboy inperview iz but ome of the
Runerous cwrrent onea -~ the accumulatiom is, I think, at least & rartial explamation, Asd

allthiadoeatopeaeooflhdandahﬂitytommtratcndworkpmdmtiwlyou@tbo
obvious. With Dud it will end with the Ray case end.

I RES———.



