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Although I did not expect to hear from Bud, and despite having started at 5 amg," -
I didn't go to bed lst night until nddnight. I did not expect to hear from him this '
morning, but I again got up at 5 on the off chance I would, so that I could get some
things in the mail, including the enclosed letters %o Yohm and Walter re James,

After looking at the 11 Pemme TV news I turned on the Chicago allenews radio atation,
Reception was poor, but at 11230 I got the essence of the stories in today's Post and
f.’v.mefaa‘. Huven t gotten our paper yet and do not expect to go into town, so I won't get
the ‘imes, IP this story was in the early edition of the Post, I suspect it would have
been reported earlier, surely by the 11 pem. TV news, So, I don_t expect to see that
today, because mwxkk only the early edition comes here. °

It takes virtually no imagination to understand that the desparate and wily Nixon
has boldly teken the initiative. Unless Ervin has more guts and imagination than he has
yet shown, he has been finessed and the villain becaomes the hero. This also was easily
foreseen, and if I sent you copies, you know I did. (I find myself wondering if those

- directly involved in this ever take time to think shead, to try to understand that might
be the next thing they may face.)

So, doing something is now more urgsnt than it was $hen we spoke around 8 last night,
when I would have thought that from Nixon' s statement of the day before the need was
apparent. Who can now do something, as I see it and based on the limitations of my

I knovledge, secmeto be limited to Bud and Sheldon Cohen who, ‘fortunately, is a friend
2 of Bud's. Bud introduced us, 80 I know this., Thig is a strange situation that provides
' real opportunity, two fricnds representing opposite sides in the same case and having a
conmon interest because of the unusual twist to events, ‘

What I have in mind for Bud to do can be of immeasureable value to Cohen and his
DNC client(s). Bohen can also do it for himself, but with Bud in the case andx my having
mot Yohen through Bud (if —ohen rvemembers 1t), I feel I can't apyroach him. You know of
my attempt with Williams, -

Bud has a way of making easy things that should happen naturally the impossible,
This has been hard for me to comprehend because he has a good head and I have no question
about his intentions. The vay his ego and ambition have taken control of him, it is not
posgible for him to reason, leave alone for others to reason with him, as I'm sure you've
learned for yourself., This is why, for the longest tme, I've separated myself from him,

However, as soon as I learned that he repregented McCord, I did get word to him that
I believe I can help and that I am willing, When I got no return message from the girl
who answered the phone in Carmmn'a abaence, I went farthir and twice went into this with
Bob, so I know Bud not only got the message, which the €irl who answersed the phone told
me, but that he understood it. I'm sure Bob made it comprehensible, :

®hat I heard nothing from him in the long interval is not because he did not have
the time. He found time for Skolnick when he could have had others get from Skolnick
anything he might have expected to be able to. This is but one example. But, incredibly,
Bud is nok taking depositions for which he is unprepared and in context means that he
refuses to propare for. Assuming that he inherited the Bennett deposition from Rothblatt,
as you pald, was that not all the more reason for knowing what he might be getting into?
All the more reason for asldng what should I be looking and asking for? I'd not be surprised
if your call was your idea, not his. Bennett is a potential goldmine in the unexpored
areas of all of thia. Iheumitmlleadtoaddederiminantyinthreegemraland
broad areas and in some was an even greater scandal, except possibly for the Mitchell parf.
If it can be connected to that, then that is a much greater scandal, He vwasa Attorney General
at the time, o there is the connection of his having done nothing about overt criminality.

I am sorry you did not understand me about addresses. I did not mean what you remein-
bered, the office cover. That had bebter be left entirely alone unless it is explored in
depth, which is very simple but requires preparation Bud cen't got without me. What I meant
is something I told you and you did not recall. Bennett or Mullem, aceording to what Bob
Woodward told me, ia a Nixon neighbor at.Xey Biscayne.




I am aware that Bud makes things up that are congenial to what he wants to belieme,
then believes his inventions. So I can well believe your opinion that he would be afraid
to have me and McCord in the same room. The fact i that I have never had any problems
with any of the conservatives or the right extremists, as he should know from Dallas,
whers even Hunt offered me a Job!, from New Orleans, where I've told him about some ik
of it, and from others he knows I've worked with. The fact is that when in 1966, as
éxecutor or souething like it for the “ohlberg (China Lobby) estate, when Bill Buckley
began a private investigation of the JFK ascagasination, I was asked to be chief investdge-
tor and was consulted on the rest of the projected staff. But Bud is not one to let fact
interfere with fairytales he prefers. I canBt do anything about thats When you have geen
somcof the stuff I've gotten from Minutemen who know where I stand, you have your own
reasons for knowing there is no basis for Bud's atiitude insofar as 1t relates to me, I
have no knowledge of HeCord's attitude, but if he could go to Bud, he should have no
trouble with being in the seme room with me, especially whemn I may be able to help him,

4s I told you, quit: independent of Prouty's opinion or Bud's, I assume McCord is
a4 pro and kuows his business, g; basis for this belief is simples he lasted as long as
he did in CTi. “e could have gotten along with Moover that long by simp,y not doing the
wrong thing, but not at CIA. So, I assume that McCord could be helpful in carrying what
I have further, to his and everyone else’'s benefit. I do not assume he has the knowledge,
but I do assume that when he lnows what I know he might be able to do or figure out things
to be done and how to go about it. Despite his precarious position, he might even know
people whe could be helpful.

My own view is that Bud, having been unable to do anything of consequence in his
own right, would rather fail where he need not than feel he has gotten more help from
me, I'd like to be wrong, but I do believe this. So, I sec nothing I can do. It is not
easy to be rationsl with the irrational, and on this aspect of Bud's life, he is ond
has been irrational. That he still ever listens to Sprague is proof enoughe If he wants
help and I can give it, I will now as I elways have and as I offered without soliditation
I was right in feeling would not be made. More than this I can t do. He won't permit
it anyway. And it is obvious that 1 have not bypussed him, ealy as that wolld be.

' What you told me of his looidng for TV attention on Ray is another example of the
impossibility of working with him. I told you I had a special reason for makdng a single
approach to begin with, told you in general what I would do if by today or tomorrew I
had had no rosponse, and that I regard it as unwise for the lawgers to be taking the
open initiative in this, with which you agreeds Nov in that business there are no secrots,
and by now I'm sure everyons knows of his efforts. I had no assurance mine would be
successful, but what chance they had are now much dimingshed. Now if I do anything
further, I risk being at corss-purposes with him, Not going to NBC was not enough. And
it seems to me that he might at least have spoken to me first. My next step would havo
been to a producer whose Private view on this general subject is not that of the net
for which he works on a show that has time and space for in-depth treatment. The net
attitude would have been the problem there. With the word to Jimmy that ateps were
being taken, there was no rush and there could be serious consequences if the lawyers
who are about to file motions should openly prossure the judge with publicity they seek
on the very matter before that Judges This Just is no way for people to work "together”,
I have never gone off on anything like this on my own. In addition, if as I mresume vord
of what Bud did gets back to the ewy I wrote, this has the effect of undermining me
with him and breaking mny inherent word, Naturally, I don % like elther that or the way
it was done, most of all because there wag no real need.~But this also is gsonething X
can't cope with, Begides, Bud has been around long enough for him to have lmown when ke
was doing it what the by-product would bes

I'm sorry for him and for his clicnts that he is a détermined lemming, If there is
one thing experience tells me it is that whether I am quiet aad diplomatic or violent,
the prospects of doing anything are slim, So, I'm not trying any more. If Bud wants to
cooperate, I will. Even knowing that he rarely keeps his worde

Sincerely,



