Dear Roger, | 1:/26/15

It was necessary to write the attached letter in haste avd without having o
taking tize to think 1t all through. It 18 to a friend long in book publishing who
begides being a lawyer and former publisher today wheels and deals. It is the nan at
whose home you left me the day I went to New York to do the job on MclDonald, He then
suggested, I think for the second time, that the first four books be condensed into one.
Perheps you and I also discussss this then as we have, iaconclusively, since.

T mave no indersst in such a project unless it were to accoupiish two objectivess
be able to reach and inform more people and produce enough revenue to more than offset
the loss of sales to thwe original Louks, which I'n going to have to reprint in any event.

Or, 1 would not go into it without assurances that it would pay.

I do tuink thers is a market for it and 1 think witn a good publisher and good
cromos it could ereaw the market. All the others combined de not have the content, have
not carvied the subjec: as far, and add practically nothing to what first appeared in
these works. They are more than the ground-breakers. They remain the vasic works. lot
that Sylvia's isn ¢ magnificent. But it is limited and no such claims can be made for ite
It aleo is coming out as a paperbacke 1'm talking about a hardback ané without a super
advance would not consider an original pap:rbecke. Without such an advance, from even a
iarge puvlisher the probabilities are that he'd coast on the interest in the subject and
what misht be recalled of my reputation. This would not encourage the truck drivers who
diermine what ;ots onto most racks %o even put it out well.

P The questionsbegius after these cousiderations. Unless there is a satisfactory
arrengement there is no nsed to go farthirdk. Before anytning cen bz done there can be
changes that would aslter everytlhilag, including prospecis.

One of tie gquestions wo have discussed briefly but 1 wecall no detadls is whether
you might want to be the editor. This immediately raises employer questions, althoughk
tuat coudd change abruptly aad could fair your hair. :

b Offand on during the nights I'm slespless. Last night, after writing thiss 1
became much less certain that the shortest possible Look is to ve preferred, While my
rechilections of the specific entent of Whitewash gee no long-r completaly clear, from
the passing of mors than a decade and the acquisiticn and publicetion of new stufif, I
tend o believe there is litzle fat in it.

I also thought about the mechanics, «f using it as a base and adding, wechanically,
what could then be edited. This is to say that with two copies of cach taken apart, there
wpuld be a copy of each page and at apyroprigte points sections from other books could
be inscrted in what would become botk a rough outliass of the congesnation and & begianing
point for editing/inserﬁng. Then snother alternative occurred! if) the enlzriging Xerox
is not too expensive, it would be better to use cne. While the size of page, ac I rocall,
would be awkward, the benefits in space and legibility would overcome this, I thinkit
would come out 10/18.

Not much after I started this the day'smail came, with much legal work for m: %o
zet dor- for Jim in time tc be meiled tomorrow. L still do not ravel too well and I'm
not yet wiiiing to drive to DC againe I'n going to have td improve more first. So i it
is to reach him by Honday I'1l have to have it done by 2.m. 1've amended & complaint in
one FOL suit and heve other work on others. I'm surprised the phone haso¥t started up
before nov because there is new craziness afoot and I was to have hed two calls by now.

What 1'm tryingto do is give you a better basis for considering wh ether you would
of could be interested in undertaliny this, If the snower is maybe or yes, an estimate
of the time would be a good kI to have. The condensation does, I think, have enormous
posaibilities in the impact #wther or not coumercially, I would, for example, inist that
as part ol the deal there be a set of DiMBs {bound prooofs; in advance of publicatlon
to each Member of both Housese One poesibility is to undo some of the harm the self-prmmoters
nave done and will be doinge The work in ad.ition to tre editing/cpndensing would not be
great but there would be some, inserted parenthetically or as notes., Examplet The Comw
miscion knew what I've been careful to say nothing about, that Hosty destroyed his records.




Fo guestions. The relevance, especially in terms of intent and fairneas to the FBI,
4s obvious. But the heasdlines 10 years later t be something more than a Xesmax
propo for this of one of thousfadds of joases odellipsis in the very first work.

It is + to talk ssoul cond Post Moriem. Bat I'd suggest that for

the future a° %€ ciition that could include this condensation might be kept in mind.

~ 1 have one other book for sure that wowld £it but until I have it written that
algo is premature, Without a windfall or foundation support, neither likely, it 3= not
going to come about quickly becaus: there arc too many things I must do. I haven't made
a real dent in the accunulated filing since the phlebitis, if I do a bit daily.

Please +hese considorations through as soon_as you emn. My friend is capable
of spot decistons and instent deals as he 1z of forgetting and 1etting things slide.

When the next two transcripis arc available 1'd apyreciate two copies, one for
Jia snd ons for rive

Beat 'Y



