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Jongress should put the media first

in line — ahead of businesses and law

firms — for  government . documents

sought under the Freedom of/ Infor-

mation  Act, two journalists’ organi-
zations testified yesterday. ¢

Passage of the act in 1967 “has not
produced the type of prompt and ef- .

fective disclosure of governmient infor-
mation for the press-and the general
public that was envisioned,” said Jack
(. Landau, representing the Reporters
Comtnittee for, Freedom of the Presy’
and the Society of Professional Jour-
nalists, "l
Landau, testifying before a Senate
4 Governmental Affaits subcommittee,

also suggested that the press - which.

he defined as reporters, editors, writers,
vesearchers, scholars, public advoeacy
groups and others — be charged a cub
rate for processing of its requests,

Due to time and money problems,

he said, fewer than 5 percent of the ve- '

quests are made by journalists, scholars,
authors and writers seeking information
to disseminate to the public.
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