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Jear 1ol Balonh,

Corticmornging POLA and enconraging use of it are [ine ideas but they special
fusue fell far short of Wit it eould ~nd should have been, as reporting, as
ecormontary ond in indormdn:, those vho would use the ict. e ondsuions in its
linll of Pame are sizmificant. Some do not helong there, nct really. fnd although
there ave T JLevences tn the really sipnifiecant 1Y7Y) amendiments, with credit glven
wliere 34 has nothing at oll te de with those amendments, the issue conteins nothing
at nll about those '-meml, wints. Can it be Lecause of their political importarces,
a consideration I did not detect in this iusue? Does BPJ ducic on this?

(Prcase ezxouse S typing. 1'a 33 and in dupaired healths It cannot be any
better.)

Uhat so many people who lacked influence, connections of the support of
exioting or{;uﬁ.adﬁous did to pdve PULA viabLility is nol indicated in ony Waye

:\E1 the begimning, when it x-m:{uo importent, it was not as yolf say, that
"ihe nevs media led the varee.." It did not evem roport the efforts of those who
did lead the way.

I fhink you nayr in the fuiwre find some of the actual history useful.

To ~ive you an idea of how it really was aiter Johnson deliversd lis
Fourth of 31113 épeech on enactment- what elfd could he do7% and then he and his
adnimistration did all they could to drustrote the det and its intentu, I asked
the Washington ACLU 4o represont me in my efferts to use the .Act to obtain
witlheld inforation relating t'u the agssassingtion of President Kennedf and its
investizations, That crime snd that investigntion are not the fun-and-gomes the
major media pakes of writing about it. That is thcx mqst deeply subvergive of
crimes,. Hine is not theoretical writing about 11?%(::1 1y fcpo:rt;ing in books.

ifter several trips to The lational irchives with me, after + gave him to
gee the ldnd of existing information that was witbheld, instead of getting a law-
yer to help me obteinz the withheld infor a 2o ngotm lavyer to defend ne
when c@ he exiected the DI would came after med

In the end a yoing £ diend vho had not yet talken the Destriet of Columbia
bar exominstion did represent me in al least a dozen FOIA ﬁwsuits. Some were
precedental, including on copyrught, and one is given credit in the legisletive
Idutory £08 the 1974 omending of the Act's investigatory [iles exempt{e'g".' Tet he,
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James 1, *esar, is not : entioned in your issue.

Of all the many in the Vonpress tou whon ve are indebted for these amendments
that pave the tet viability the senator most respensible was the late Phil {‘_far‘l; of
lidchigan. ffe is not mentioned in this spieial issue but ho does belong in the
4911 of FOIA Yame for that and for ruelh of his political activity in support of the
Bt

In thatl early tequest I could not get ACLU help on I sopgght the nonsecret
results of the 1'I'as testing of alleped adsassination evidence, (The IBI pre-

vailed on overt mendacity.) The Senator ﬂ]o savw to it that the legislative his-
tory would be clear wos the 501(: surviving Kemnedy Lrother,Bduard.

Hlo reperting of '1;110 amending mentioned that or that it was one deterudned
nan, Andy J;clmun'swphrase, who by his porsistence became the majority when the
Act wae amended.

The dct did provide for the walver of feeg under some conditions, }(lras the

idst to use that provision. I had by then been engeged in an unspprorted
pro bono endeavor for almost 15 years when L had no regular income and worked by
adding 4o 1y debte Jacl: Lnndan of thaﬁeportera Committee for Freedom of Informa-
{uon and his committee nublicly opposed the granting of that fee waiver to me!
¥opr 211 of ame quite properly includes Sheryl L. Vialter for her role in
getting fees Whived - years later., But it maltes no veference to the first to whom
credit and thanks are due, Jim _‘];:essr.

fnd contrarey 4o the position of Landau and the gepor'l;e;rs Conmittee, the
judge who srontéd that fee woiver stated thet the records then to be disclosed
would net be coming to light 4f it had not been for my earlier litigation that
wag cited in the 1egislative history of the 1974 amending of the Act. (lleither
he nor “enator Mennedy eredited ASHE nnd its counsel, ﬁi.chard M. Schmifit, Jr.
for that 1974 u:uemi:'..ma:))id Yo pﬁa.)

Before m- health problems ecmpelled me to dj.scontinue lowsuits under FOIA
4 obtained more than a thord of a nillion pages of once—withheld records and, in
the spirit of I'OIA, have aluways given free and wnsupervised acces: to them to all
uriting in the field. They have also b'ecry deeded to a college that will make them
Parmm’tenthr available. ’

Mhere is more for which I do not take your time or mine but I do want to
cell) your attention to what can lead to ceonsiderable frustration if those who
real it act on it. Under "lIov to file FOUIA request" on page 48 you say that,

A1f an agency doos not mect the time deadline [of ten worldng dayd], you may con-
sider the vequest donied and appenl o duc..."
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If suit is filed without apusal of the denial the judge can throw th,t suit
out forthwith on the grouwnd that o1l administrative rem#lies have not been exhausted.
Gordon ‘Jimlou;':s failure to pet complisnce from the UIA after 17 years is

not the record. There may be those cdder t mine but I'm still gwaiting com-
Larvfeep,

pliance with requests I nade of it in 1‘,‘-’{0(‘7:'1;‘1—1510';-:'5 request relates to the late

Rolanda, not Ronalde lasferrcr. e was not lmown as Ll Tigre over his anti-Castro

activitiss alter he got v this country. ﬂe eorned that niclmaue when le Wa?&_mi“l;

of the Datistna regime “Yastro overthrew.

I enclose a ¢ vy of the page of the Udngressional Record with wenator
Kemnedy's remarks, the “ashington Post story quoting the judge on what the Post
had not reported, my responsibility fop the amending of the dct's investigatory
files exemption in 1_‘:5'?4, gnd a part of en FEI filing in my CA 75-226 in which it
through its counsal, the Yepariuent of Justice, told that court that ; Imew more
about the JIK aué}msimtion and 1ts investigations than anyone employed by the FBI.

That ﬁ}uiu, by the way, is the oie over vhiich that exemition was smended
that I relfiled as the first suit under the avended ict. The FBI provailed in the
envlior suit over what L referred to as mendacity. In the sg@oml sult it res"é‘ted
to perjury that I charg:ed..ﬁ.iie Ydefense" sars + cuuld meke and prove that charge
"ad infinitdm," as in fact + did, but instoad of doing souething abviut the
perjury that Jjudze actually, litevally, 1:h¢eat¢ne?1-@_"lesar and ne!

In the early days, when those with we-lth and influence did not use the Act,
ving it viebility was not 2 pinlt tea. It roquired some risks, much effort and
Taith but fhere was no real help anynrthere.

I'm sorry to teuﬁuu that the records of scne of tiose you include in the Ha.ll*
of Fame are not what you represcnt them to be ulthuud ;ﬂha'l: you report is the general
understanding. Hat mede alone and not him alonz at the éepur'bers Committee., While
I have no »eason for this I guess it is because they did not like indepcndent jour-
nalists deing what they should have been deing and were note

S:I/ncer 91y,

Inrold Veisberly }
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