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38-Year Probe

Backfires on

saisten

Washingion Post Staff Writer

The FBI has spent the last 38 years
investigating the Socla}.lsr. Wurl_:eru
Party, a Marxist group, and some gov-
ernment officials are wondering why.
Largely as & result of that probe, the

FBI itself is under investigation.

The turnabout is the product of a

g7 mllLi

on civil damage suit brought

by the SWP and its youth affiliate,

the Young Socialist Alliance, against
the FBI, Central Intelligence Agency

and other government agencies,

The suit has led to the public dis-
closure of documents showing that
the FBI burglarized the homes and
offices of political dissenters between .
. 197@~and 19873, at least six years

after such burglaries supposedly were
halted by the bureau, 2

As a result, the Justice Department
has opened an investigation that in-
volves about 30 agents and is'expected ~

to reach into most, if not all, of

bureau's

50 field offices.

The Justice Department probe and
other events and revelations prompted
by the suit come at a time when the
FBI can ill afford more bad news.
Earlier individual suits under the
Information Aect—which
allows public access to government
documents—and congressional inquir-
ies into the FBI's “dirty tricks” pro-
gram to squelch dissent already have
resulted in a torrent of crificism of
the agency. :

But the SWP complaint, filed in
U.S. Distriet Court, in New York on
July 18, 1973, is a long way.from |

Freedom

being' resolved. Th

{1

party charges in

e pa |
the case that, in its pursuit of legiti- |

maté political activities, it has!

the target of illegal harassment by
the government. N

Besides “the $37 million-in com-
pensatory and punitive damages, the
. party seeks an Injunction against gov-
ernment surveillance of its activities

and hopes to win a ruling that would

declare unconstitutional the govern-
ment's use of informers in

_Eroups.

In addition to th

political

e Justice Depart

ment probe, the suit has resolted in:

See SWP, A6, Col. 3
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- SWP, From A1

*® A federal court ruling ordering the FBI to sur-
render some of its closely guarded informers’ files.

* Disclosures that at least one FBI informer,
Timothy J. Redfern of Denver, who spied on the
SWP there was kept on the hureau's payroll and-
given good ratings even though he had a criminal
record, o : :

® Use by a New York FBI agent; Joseph Furrer, of
his Fifth Amendment privilege against self-incrimi-
nation, the first such action by an agent in memory.
The SWP said Furrer knew about burzlaries of its
new offices. ] 3

® An unprecedented admission by an FBI agent,
George P. Baxtrum Jr,, that, before 1965, he partici-
pated_in at least 50 burglaries of SWP offices iir.

New York at the direction of superiors.

* Information that knowledge of the more recent
burglaries was withheld hy subordinates from FBI
Director Clarence M. Kelly, 4

® An accusation by US. District: Court Judge

Thomas P. Griesa, who is hearing’the suit, that the 4

FBI failed to disclose that. the SWP documents Red-
fearn gave to the FBI, and that. the FBI gave to the
court, were'obga_lned by burglary.

Justice Department attorneys had opposed an
SWP petition for the files df three informers on the
grounds that the party was on a “fishing expedi-
tion” and could prove that three individuals,
whose files it sought, actually spied for the FBI,

The government agreed Friday to turn over the
documents on Aug. 19 after the SWP provided the
court with evidence showing that the three had al-
ready identified themslve? as informers in meetings
with party members. 2 i

The. case has some present. and fom;tmgm
5L

“ agents, as well as Justice Department offi

ak-.
ing their heads over how the bureau got insolvbd

with the SWP and YSA in the first palce,

“That’s a damned good question,” said one Justice
Department official when asked why the bureau ini- ,
tiated ongoing its investigation of the two groups.

; “I've been asking that question myself,” the official .
| said. o 3

AW = n o . s
. Some sgurces familar with the investigation said
‘the SWP. probe began as'a result of once valid na-
i tional security concerns but'has been kept alive for.
1= b imertia)t 4o - R he

1" The'sources said the bureau'is either incapable of
‘closing it down or is unwilling 6 eliminate the net- |
;work of informers and the thousands of pages of

- documents—many of then_:n trivial—generated by the

investigation,

The official pelicy of the Justice Department and -
‘the FBI is-to decline comment on the investigation
because it is “in progress,” and because of the SWp
suit, However, something of an official nrationale
for the probe can he found in a deposition given in
‘December, 1974, by High Mallet, then a supervisor
in the FBI headquarters in Wshington,

“The continuing investigation of the SWP and of
its youth arm, YSA, is conducted to defermine
whether the SWP, YSA and their members are vio-
lating any federal statitutes y «+ as well as to ob-
;tain security intelligence information,” Mallet said,

The agent said the FBI received information from
.numerous sources, “including informats of the FBI,
who “have ‘been in attendance at SWP and YSA
meetings, conference and national conventions both
early in SWP and YSA history and continuing to
the present time," ]

Mallet .said the information showed that the
“SWP and YSA are revolutionary Trotskyist com-
munist organizations which have as their purpose

T



the overthrow of the United Statés government and
the institution of a dictatorship of the working class
and the eventual achievement of a Communist soci- _
etyll

Mallet conceded that the .B'IBI.hnd no evidence to
prove that the SWP or YSA advocated the use of
violence to achieve their ends. However, he said
that the “SWP and YSA are.not known by the FBI
to have rejected the use of violent and illegal means
to achieve their purposes.”

Moreover, said Mallet,

violent and illegal means to achieve: their purposes
if such means were considered by'the SWP and
YSA as being expedient.”

But a former federal law enforcement official
who is knowledgeable about the SWP probe said the
“yiolent overthrow” rational®is faulty.

“Irrespective of whether it is committed to vio-
lence or not, it's so small and insignificant, it never
got off the grnund,“ the official said. “The organiza-
tion, for years, has been very small. and insignifi.
cant, with the exception of the periods of academic

‘and racial unrest during the sixties.

“I couldn’t cite any e:amplu myself.to show vig-.
lence (on the part of the SWIP) oi*to show that they
are under the direction of a foreign power,” he said.

The former official estimated that the party now
has a national enrollment of 2,000.

Asked about federal speculation that the party ad. .
vocates violent revplution, ‘Cathy Perkus, of the:

New York-hased Political Rights Defense Fund,

which is financing the SWP altit. said, “that's j‘uat' g

ridiculous,”

“If that's their refison t’or fnv.enﬂsating the §
it shows .. . {hat they dor’t know lnythtna
the Soc.‘ln.list Worketl Party:*

“The SWP is not co to: any Communist
group , . . The SWP has never advocated violence no
matter what (Leon) Tro or others say. Violence
and terrorism are counterproductive to the revolu-
tion,” Perkus said.

The SWP was founded ih the United Stades in

1938. The group has ideological roots.in Trotskyism,
a revisionist Marxist ideology based on the theory
that permanent, worldwide ution is needed to
maintain economie syltan‘m to the! work-

ing &
The "revolutiou" vmioned by ihe S‘WP was ex-
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“information received by _
the FBI indicates that the SWP and YSA would use _

_# nority “on the question ¢f establis

7
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plained by the party’s 1976 presidential candidate,
Peter Camejo, in an appearance before the House
intelligence committee last November. NPT

“We believe that this society needs to be reorgan- /

ized on the basis of human needs, not for prtvnte

_profit,” Camejo said.’

“We think that a political party based on the
working class is needed ... On . many issues our
views are shared by many. .. Americans, These are
issues such as the right of every worker to a job,
the right of blacks to attend desegregated schonls,
the importance of the Equal Rights Amendment and
opposition to sending American soldiers to prop up
reactionary governments,” Camejo said.

The candidate conceded. that the party is ina mi-
ism"” as
a means of achieving those goals, ever, he daid,
the party is attempting to explain its ideas by field:
ing political candidates, circulating petitions lnd or-
ganizing peaceful demonstrations. b B

“These are all activities protected b.v the Bill of
Rights,” Camejo said. That, according to Leonard
Boudin, a New York constitutional lawyer and one
of several attorneys arguing the SWP suit, is a ma
jor point of the case.

“The suit really has nothing to do with theSWP »
“the lawyer said last week after a court hearing on
the matter, “The point is that this suit has. tremen-
dous educational importance for Consran. the Pres-
ident and the FBI.

“If we witi it, no one [in office] wuuld. he ab!e to
say he didn't know what he was doing by interfering
- in legitimate political activity... We haye a_copsti-
tution that guarantees freedom of speech and of as-
sociation, and ‘we want the gavernment to 1geep out

Vof our pulltlcal aﬂah-a » goudln said.

Boudih, u,who was denied a passport in 1054
cause he refused to say whether he was a mmﬂm'
of the Communist Party, said he does not-believe
the Socialist Workers Party will ever lppeal tof the
majority of Americans.

“But you just can’t go after a group mdﬂm
re doing it because they oppose existina gu
ment polieiu.mllll%::%d ﬁm“l‘hat"a why th

form in a up is so g

- ﬂ saying is that this k_lhell of a
way’to\me.l'sho d not have to walk into,my pme
and wonder if Icould talk freely,”™ n'oudin B
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