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T e atp, 140 Rankin called from New York to chock 1 with me o\ MR TRE
32 the mstter of tha Cominieston. He wanted 10 work out an arrangecient with X (x )
" maq which he thought might be satiefactory., He sald bo understood .. /' .
Klr. Belmont bandled the Investigation, Ay Q ‘\ﬁ_‘ N
/ : N

~ e

I told Mfr. Rankin that ¥r. Belmont, Mr. Roseg and § h'urdled 3
“vs - the propara.uon o.l tbo report and wm bandlc addxuoanl leads u lhay coxno 3

: slated Mr. hGlsy 18 tn Dallas at the prosent time but will bo ordered back -
' torcrrow; thM ho will ba available; and that we will be glad mxun mtm-,-..-..
- —__B4dlt| onal mat ers ho ray want,

: b

- f; - Mr. l\an\.ln asked how ho should handle anylhmg that comes up, § PR
T things the Commicsion will want developed furthar, in regard to ths 181 . LR
€7+ whether thoy should be handled dlrecuy with mo or eomebod,y would 3 Q

4 doslcnato. ’ o 3

4 [L2-1C l’)‘t')-‘ ' ‘s

PR I repued tmtd&ﬂl doalor&%e someone. [ explalned th eent b n

S A r. )Malley down to Lallas to handle all of our angles down there; that he 3 7
i was (n the mc}cmd there; and that 1 think he probably would be the man who - " .
- would be mor¢ familiar with things Mr, Rankin should furthor explore, 13 ~ i

! ‘}'k'.(.

:“L____. - 5 r.c1743a3 B
———: v Isgdvieed Mr, Rankin of the dmlcuuy Ihave had about the "~ = § I
wa :-'-:be artment's desiro to issue certain concluslons; that they wililed to tesue - © « &
_J‘“:_‘:) laiciment befory tho report weot to tho Commission reaching conclaslons - } ’
—Oswald was tha fesagoln, 0o foreign or gubversivo eloment tnvolved, and 6

llvh v :'-.f~‘
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r”“" lt up wun the White Housa and tho President agreed wuh nie that we should *z""
<7 pepch no concluslon, novcrmelesa tho report does reach two concluslone ln_

., 5“’““‘“““ W e E L b e ' e Ly g
:’.';;. -":’ .. .. ) ’ Y A : b \.—:~".“. .-\.qﬂ_.(.
S | sald 1 pcraom\!ly beueve Oswald was the aesassln that the = .
':?-: . second aspect as to whetber ho was the oaly man glves me grazu concern, .. .
--»-.. that we hava scveral letters, not inthe report because we were not able to '

:;:':’ "a, ‘prove it, written to hirh from Cuba referring to the job ha was going to do.

“ <~ . his good marksmanship, and stating when it was all over he would be brougbt
35 ~back to Cuba and presented to the chlef; that wo do not know {f the chlef was
“,.  Castro and cannot make an lnvesugatwn becauso we have no intelligence ‘i." o ET*:';
oporation in Cuba; that I did not pat this in tho report because we d'd aot i . b
have proof of it and didn't want to put gpeculation in the report; that this S
:‘.L:f 'c was the reason I urged slrongly that we nak reach concluslon Ogswald was - %g’:-'.-
i the only man. :

., . - .‘ . ‘4 .. ,,: ated, '.~..l"
-' ) 1 . ‘,P. T ‘ ,‘ N \ l "-" - ... T "' ( P ,.‘ .~ : 4"'." i ;" '_~.' R
. ! -8 ‘ . ce. 4. PRI .. -4 ‘n- ] ’ * T " M

A 0 . " " )

?.j;, B N R T Rubcn tein, Imtdldld not want a atatemen! aboat "t ",“ e
Y Rubcxwtcln and Oswald; that we have no proof they were ever together. l .
stated Rubensteinlg a ahady character {rom the hoodlum element of Cblcago,'
: has & poor background, runs & nightclub in Dallas, and is what would be
; called a police bulf; that the police olficers fn that precinct have been able - -
" to get food and llquor fronm him at any timo they drop in; that while Ithink "7 = ~ °
‘: “«~ there was po connection between him and Oswald, 1 did not want the report ", T
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S tobaloo%oureoqumt S T e v ol o
'...’..(- e o~ N SR I A A > e, "1 J et ‘ B AP ;-.’:\ .o
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& a.' o " Fourth, I elnted 1d1d not boueve any concluslons concernlng

. Rnbenzleln should be reached at this time.because he has not been tried;

* >« that wag why 1 suggested to the Attorney Genersl of Texas - and undorstood '
A , the Chlef Justice did too - that his court of special inquiry, ba held In abeyance

¥ 7 until after the Comnmission makes Its findlogs. I sald Ithéight they would - -
~#r - go ahead with tho Rubensteln trial in February; that was uhy l {elt our report _
L should name merely the !acza wo have eatabllched. PR
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cx e ' Ifurther alatod thero may be somg aspects Mr. fiankin wm .
o vant to have ruy out further; that there may bo letlers written to members |
) of thq Commlashn, that we have letters from people who claim to have seen
.0, Oswald; that up to the time wo gubmitted the report we had eleared up all .

=<5 thepo &u\,Iea ex:¢pt the Cuban thing which I discussed generally and explalned .
& tha} tho Informcr recanted and blew that angle out of the window; that gort ¥ .
,of thing may be popping up all the time. Iadvised Mr, Rankin i he wanted A

™7 any lends followed out or finy fmplementation of what we have alxeady done T

< we will glvo hlm 100.0 cOOpcrauon. .& 'ﬁ‘v ’5‘ o ,‘ SR o e e

\ : i B Mr. R:mkln stated ho knew vo woald um he just \r..n!ed to _f‘-';';{’,
.' estabush Ualson; that ho doos not want to Lother me until prmzlx.. R & ,

.
odd
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’
f..5 eptabllshing ft as a matter I ehoa!d know. Itold him not to hesitate to call " b E
)

¥4 7omce; that I will designate Mr. Malley and he will advlse me at once of 3 '-'. '7. -
(S anything. Mr, Rankla then sald he would get in toach wlth me u he thlnkl E
i nerels anythlng which shoald bo taken up on that lovel. IR r N
'f.:u‘gv. - -

¥ L I mentiomd to hlm tho acllo ol the Sovlet Embaesy, lhe ”_
-‘f"--‘f;‘ Communlst Party in New York, and Jo LD{ {n making available toug™*** ' " .
+%%, thelr Lnformatlon on Omnld. SORY ‘*v’_v PV Yx . Q, Py a{(orumq e,
.-‘\.'--.' o 3 e T T T,
A3y I also dlscusaed the Opernuons or the DalMUce Dep:u'tment 1' ;
S ln the case which led to the murder of Oswald, ~~ Trroe - - ,','f"“,",, L
R A"."l "rfffl‘) - E —o(-‘..\'a -
—Itold My. Rankin the Department held the report about five days o
- ;.. and then began to lepl {temp from the Department on it, ftems such as the - €'.‘" .
t’ ghooting of Goenorglfivalker, things not known in Dalla.s that I kept pressing .+
- . théem Toget mrx‘eport lo the Commission; that a debate was golng on between .©
~'the Department and me; that I did not want any conclusion drawn but 1 thought
'-‘of:-_""‘ & conclusion had been made in the lelter of transmission to the Commission;

that there would have been no purpose in appointing a Prestdentlal Comra lsslon

I !; '\ 0\',';\'
fe B W e P LIRS ® e
-

« - except to evaluate the facts; that it was the duty of Lhe ¥Bl to get the (acu

.- and let the Commlasion reach a concluslon. - ce

P .,..- .. ERT I

Q;A; SN “ Itold Mr, Rankin we would u:mt to do anythln,, we can here to \f“ .

': v »+ make his job easler. Mo sald he hag alvags had complete conndcnce In <o
"“ Mﬁbdhlﬂ'. ,‘.‘.‘:;;1 '-L ':.,4‘; ‘ .‘-q,‘ .Qu - "‘y.c-lct » v BEE

.l"‘o?-_.‘.i 'v -4t . h A ’."_'T

)"i‘.'?-‘-r S IV S Mr. Rankln lnq.xlred u anylhlng had been dono o.bout seelng e

23,5 Rhal the films would be preserved and available for the Coramlission. I -

4. ;. answered that we have them oursclves; thal we have {ilms taken by private
‘.U individuals; that the President was not belng covered by a xAar with television
+.+  people as they do here {n Viashington; that there was not a 'professlonal

& = photographer whore this took place; that the Secret Service car fmmedlately
o in bacx had already passed the building, which was &t an anglo, with the .. -
s rosull they couldn't tell where the shots were coming from. Umentioned - .
© the comment by formor Chief of Secret Service Baughman that he could not
g understand why the Secret Service men did not open fire with machtne guas h
¢ at the window, I sald the Secret Eervlico men did not sce whero the ghots -

e g -SRI from and would havo killed a lot of mnocent people i thoy had dooe

) 'y % :

. . . . . _A. ."._
. AT shoet e S e DR
R BTN a,« o L N s

R R ’f S In ceanection w llh s!orlea indlcaunfr Oswald could not lmve 3 .-
) dono thls alone, Istated ho was 8 marksman and it wacn't an)thlng he _
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,g . c0u1d not do; ttmt wo have tested it on our rme ran,,e and were able to get

flred (rom the gun; that we bave all this nnd we have all the phd%mphs. ’
J‘“:‘iv e TS O

R Mr. Rankln Inquired if we als0 have the televlslon #1lm run oﬂ
oo the shootlng of Oswald, and I lold him we have thu. R

'..,;-:’-.z"’;' 7" Mr. Rankin satd Mr. Malone dellvered to him & copy of the

Malons; but he will not deal with Malone In gnything unless it 18 some

'*‘

report and also offered to help In any way possible; this was very kind of

RO S L I
PR

"9.,. .

. 8hdte off even faster than he did; that there I8 no question in my mind <757
N about 1t; that we also found the fingerprints and the bullets 80 concluslvel}

!

‘

£

emergency and he has to handle 1t locally., Itold Mr., Rankin this was all ‘-

‘1 - Ialso told Mr. Rankin there is a direct wire betueen lho
New York Office and here; that he can always place any calls to here over
our wire; and that I will arrange for this. -~

e told ir, Raakln to let us know If there i ansthlog we can do. | ', |

* N

"-.

oL rlght and if he ghould need to call upon Malone, Malone would be avallable.
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- T o trananlttlng herexith to vou end to the othar . i
_ & Whrbere of the Commission coplae of the rercry?ef e . %55 ‘
f. B zk,.n Federal Burecu of Investigatlien on the azs:ﬁralr‘ig_ o0\~
L, € a ffon of Proanidant Xunrody and on the BObsequezt 3 - A
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9 : g’),uuitlod docurent and I trust that you and the: PR3 :0
Gther Fiatera of the Couniselcen will ¢o ikhautes™ R B
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Ay - hovever, fnforard him of ycur request thet this rcgcrt "~;“"

ST YTt not bo raleaced until the Coxmfenica hao had tine teo 07T - .
A e reviaw all ¢f the focts and avaluste ther, At the sare sﬂ7, vy
L tive I &n aure ycu a1 Avare thet there {2 ruch pudblfe: ,Aﬁﬁyw S
R opeculaticn ¢rnd ruzor fn tiis connection vhich wculd e . RO b

Cenlratle to 21lay &0 quickly as possible, Tor exasple,’

.- . the Jatoctr Gallup pell sv.cus that cver YM31f tha Acerican .
e 4 .. treple balleve that Csvald scted as part of & <onc«irocy, o ‘
. . . 1n sheot.ng Precidant Kennedy, and thers {a conslieratle “4-. .
ALY 0T puaor dn this country end 3brozd to the effect that Fady -

S &écted as part of thc 8330 or A rclalcd conupiracy. e e

PR, -u-~0~..--_. -

Y I . . . .,:;;-

S . 1 thlnk. thercfore, tbc Crv~!satcﬂ i\ould 'u;; , S
.7 censlder releasing-ecr alloulng the Pepartrent of - -' s
: Justice to roledsce~a sliort preeo statercat whied . -7 .
ce soulf b'lvfly Kave the follewning ﬂclatst TN T AU e T e T
e s - () The Fil rarort throu‘h aciontif!e "'ﬂ;:ﬁ(” o '
- T T axamination of evidence, tcutirony #nd fntansfve < TV L LT R
- investivarfon, sptadl{shas Leyond &3 reascnadle S S
R dcubt that Leo Farvay Gowald ahot Pregilent Yernedy ~ ~ 00 707 % o
: on Sovesher 22, 1963. Tre evidence {necludas dallietic S
. tester, f{nvarprints and paln priste, clothlny fivers .. . . vh
end cther techrical dety wileh plocos Crualce ot the C Eh
' 6ceing of tho crire end entadlirhos thet ha fireqd tre i E
ATt shots vhich killed Pracid«nt XennecCy and wounded - -~ . .- . - S
ol L. Cuvernor Cunnally of Texas,,. ',-:_ . R AU SO
o T . , C R BRI . R
e T \ « (2) fThe T3 bas nade an ex\austivc tnvontl- ‘ ‘
L f catlion {nto vhathsr Oswald ray heve ceuspired vith ag
T .- Leaa asafsted by any orzanizeticn, group or pereon, _
e ferelegn or Cencetic, In carrying ouc this ceastardly ace, SO
£ In this rogard, the FaI bas questioned Yundrecs € fera- NEE
T e rong and chacked Qutl aunsICGuUs runcrs and repcrte, To : Sl
S Ciate this oniact ©f tre Snvectiration he3 Jeceax naratlive, | ﬁ
5io evldence has twen uncovered facicating that any - 3%
organization, group or persca, foncludiay falles night o . el
clud durer, Jack Budy, wes lavelved with Gawcld {n the . | R
- eﬂnasdinttion of Prexident Kenaedv, or that the sute . S
- foquent shooting ©f Cavald was rort of & consplracve ° © . o
om0t .. o R . :
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Nick thzenlnch the Deputy Attorney General, called me at 11 00 A, M.,
this mornmg, and asked tlnt I come around to his ofhce. L . S e

o c e -
~ . -

Upon sceing thzenbach he made reference to the proposed press release . i
which the White House had onbunlly planned to issue over the weekend in connection - 3
with the captioned matter. (The Director instructed we advise Katzenbach that we .1
strongly felt that only the first paragraph of this release should be issued, or the first .
iliree paragraphs of the revised release which Mr. Belmont read to the Director on A
Saturday.) Katzenbach told e that there was a stalemate at the White House incon= * - '@ .7
aection with this release. Abe Fortas strongly felt that the entire relcase shouldbe =~ : ¢ ,
given to the press. Ted Sorenson agreed with us that only the first three paragraphs ~ . "
of the mevxsed release prepared Saturday should be given out, Fortas believed that £
speculatnon, rumors and gossip should be disspelled right now. He claimed it made ':l
no difference that the Presidential Commission would present findings to the Presidént ~
and the general public, He felt rumors concerning collusion between Ruby and OSwald

also those concerning international conspu'acy, should be hit hard now, - }
' As aresult of the dlsa;,reement between Fortas and Sorenson, ther '(will _— {fﬂ

be no press release from the White Houseqro get his point across, however, Katzen- _ ' :
bach has prepared a letter to Chief JusticeWarren and each Commission member o
transmitting a copy of the report. The report will be delivered today. ' In his letter,

- Katzenbach states that the report is being delivered at the instructions of the President.g .
He also calls upon the Commission to quickly issue a stalement concerning its findings -

s0 that rumors, gossip and speculation can be eliminated. He goes on to point out that E :
investigation thus far has nailed down the point that Oswald assassinated the President

and had no assistance. He further mentions that Ruby operated strictly as an individualS

and had no assxstance. He pomts out there is no evidence of collusion or lnternatxonal
hntrxgue. . Lo e Ly \ . R
;' . . T .
’“ Katrenbvh asked me if the FBI could dehver these reports. Itold him we

E I
(ould not, tnt it was our position thag)the reports are now out of our hands and delivery

1 - Mr. Belmont N ) Q:Q; 'C L:““/L‘Z() Z-é-m- RS ‘
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Memorandum Mr. DeLoach to Mr, Mohr . Lol . ’ X
Re: ASSASbLNA’I‘ION OF THE PRES[DENT AT

R . ' . Ton L
] ! o ’_.? .- k. & i‘-: -.'v: IRLEATI ~v',?‘,-¢"— AL "4| -\ w'\i !’~ q;»; 4

should b handlcd by the Department. He asked if we could package them for him,

inasmuch as he had no facilities for doing this. I told him I thought our M:ul Room v
could handle this chore for him. He then stated that he had no way in which to deliver

the report to John J>*McCloy, the Commission member in New York. He wordered
'if the FBI could handle this for him. He added that each report would, of course, have
his letter transmitting the report as an altachment to the package; there[ore, the

package actually would be coming from hun and not the FBL Itold him I would check
on this angle and let him know. : . - y

Katzenbach has requested 11 copies of the report from us. Seven of these
copies will go to Presidential Commission members, as he promised last Friday, _
12/6/63. One copy d the report will go to the Chief Counsel of the Commission, " © -
prebumably Lee Rankin. The Department desires two copies and Katzenbach wa.nts to
give Secret Service one copy, makmg a total of 11 copxes needed. S Ce

ACTION: o : | | P “"‘"_'.
. (1) That we package the copies for Katzenbach and have them deIivered
to his office. (Mr. Belmont advises there are sufficient copxes.) f

(2) That we turn over to Katzenbach ten copxes of the report, it being noted
that the Department already has one copy. | lq "

C -t 90.
oA~ ,,fs

P Rl

(3) That we tell Katzenbach that we are charging him with the safety and

handlmg of these reparts inasmuch as we have discharged our duties, other than the
quntinuing fnvestigatign, It is further suggested we tell him that we have no objections
to the Secret Service mceivmg a copy of the report; however, this, of course, is up to
Kctzenbach j.msmuch As he is charged with the safety of a specmc number of reports,
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Xién:orandum Mr. DeLoach to Mr. Mohr .
Re: ASSASSINATION OF THE PRESIDENT

: A : -

A
’

ACTION {continued): e e

A (4) That we tell Katzenbach that Lmder the clrcumstances we wxll ha.ve .
our New York Office deliver a copy of the report to John J. McCloy, @7 .. - DA LR
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