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I had a long talk this morning with Cougrcssamn Gerald R. (Geny rd. -
(R - Michigan) in his office. He asked that I come up to see him,” Upon arriving he A
told me he wanted to talk in the strictest of coufxdence. This was agreed to, [ 7
- e R R i T
_Ef_"( Ford told me he was somewhat dxsturbod about the manner in which ;
Chief Just:c"“\'r'al ren was carrying on his Chairmanship of the Presidential Commission.y
lie explained that the first mistake that Warren made was his a}lempt to establisha | -
"one man commission" by appointing a Chief Counsel, Wa rre’h Dlney, that was his our\
protege, Ford stated’ thklgtbr the mention of Olney's name by the Chief Justice, at N

ad

, J

heir first meceting, Alle 1lles, former Director of CIA, protested quite nolently. \5
N

ecause of Dulles’ protest, the other members told Warren that they would like to kno
more about Olney prior to giving their consent, l e . ‘
VA
i On thc occasion of their second meeting, Ford and Hale Boggs joined (-,
with Dulles. Hale Boggs told Warren flatly that Olney would not be acceptable and that w
he (Boggs) would not work on the Commission with Olney. W'\rren put up a stiff :
}‘argument but a compromise was made when the name of Lcc ankin_was mentxoned._l:; :
»Varren stated he kne\-. RanKin and could w ork with him, L"".! ceonoel o sl ['
= Ul s pichelas de B -—----------—-'r'n/‘fn-,,f
' Ford told me that he was currently having problems inasmuch-as the '
majority of the members of the Commission desired to go along with the reco:nn.endnwn
made in Deputy Atl.orney_Gener:L?Kutzenbach"b letter to the Commission dated 12- -9 - 63,
In this letter, Katzenbach recommended that the Commission make an immediate” %
press rclmse pointing out that the FBI report clearly showed there was no internaticna
conspiracy or collusion and that Oswald was a loner, Ford stated he was a minor ity of2

.

one that did not want to give out any press release until the Commission had had a '3
thorough opportunity to review and discuss the BI rcport (I noted tlnt the repo;t \nsa
o hrsdesk at thc hmc of our moetmg ) e e
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investigliion was still pending on a large number of rumors, speculation and gossip

and it, therefore, would be quite unfair for the Commission to take a stand prior to
whthe evidence being turned in. Ford slated this was his point entirely and that
lthough he was a minovity of one he intended to stick to lis point.* ‘

v b aear Friwe sdeptol s 5 tiven far hol o b v dy

oif and that Ruby additionally was a loner, However, FBI

: Ford told me that John McCone, Director of CIA, had, approximately
one weck ago, gone up to his office and told him that CIA had uncovered some

| "startling information in the Oswald case, McCone proceeded to tell Ford that a-

source of CIA's in Mexico had seen money exchange hands between Oswald and an

ST A

emknown Cuban Negro. Ford stated this excited him greatly inasmuch as it delinitely
tended to show there was arnyinternatipnal connection insolved in the assassination of

lie President, e JLM @ cwd ’

I told Ford that apparently McCohe had failed to follow up on this matter,

I mentioned that CIA's source had recanted his story and h_a_q_i_ndic_:g_led thatiit.was a

figment _of his y_ﬁ_ﬁ_‘gigiﬁLigiri_f'aﬂé'\i:é'i'éf,—_mﬁ:ove thie unstable tendencies of this source,

the ‘s_gg‘r_(_:gfl)_adq:lg_ter claimed that he was actually telling the truth. I pointed out that we |

were still checking soiig angres of t§; however, the CIA source was obviously ecither

unstable or somewhat bf@éf&li' iathic liar.  Ford stated he conld certainly sce this. }
(5 Arne AN i, A Crado ?, ¥

Ford indicated he would keep me thorouthly advised as 1b the aclivities of

the Commission. He stated this would have to be on a donfidential basis, however, he

A thought it should be doné. He also asked if he could call me [rom time to time and

I told hinr by all

straighten out questions in his mind concerning our investigation. :
1d, of course, remain

means he should do this, He reiterated that our relationship wou
confidential, ettt

Wwe have had exccllent relations with Congressman Ford for many yuars.
He has been given an autographed copy of the Director's book ""A Study of Communism"

and has been in touch with my office on numerous occasions in the pasts
e

- ACTION:



