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Fonorable J. Lee Fankin, Gunoral Councel of the Presliont's_ \
_Cozimisslon on the aseassinction ol Presicent Fennedy, called and etated ;
lhese maticrs in regard to 2irg. fLiarind Cewald and Jauies Herbort huartin, \
= f‘-‘-’, et cotera, are doveloping vg:rym_ga_;gl_q‘iﬂy and-the Luraau has been very geod
SR ~ about getting reports to tho Commlsaton. (e stated tho thicz ho wanted to
I R a5% mo about seemed tobe goiactalng hie felt he ouzht to tae up with mo
‘ directly., Ie slated tho prohlom fa that h.arlna Cawald fc now Uving at the

| Ford's and presumably tha Cooin:iceloa is gaing 0 AR Rer backone of
{RoZE days and ho, Gankin, presuied 1knew about tha Nixon matter, too,
g becauce I had written them about it. 2ir. aanklin eiated he would hate to have
ber just run out on w3, which Is always a possiblilty, particalarly down in
Bl I _Lallas, and he was wondering aboat a slake out o her which would watch
her and sce who s visiting her for a while, iir. Iankin stated ha Lated to
recommend it or urge it in view of tae expenso lavoived. I asiod him how
long he would anticipate {t remainlnz on, and Alr, Iankin grated ho thouglt

it would be accordlng to @y judgraent.

I told 2ir. Tiankin that we plan to intarvicw her today, that we had.
wanted to do so last woc't but the lawyer for ilobert Ugwald was up bere in
\washincton and agked us belore he left Lallas U wa woald postpone any inter
view with kirs. Marina Cawald wntll ke got pack froz the hearing up here in

7 1 Wachington aa she was exhausted. I stated [wouald gurcilse thut ha would ke
P ! bacl: there this mornlag as I thought itouart Gowald {inshcd up with the
B f Commission last ¥riday. I stuted we will want to interviaw Gobert, 100, 08
fl wo aro intorected in the Nixon anjle s1:at davoloped and also tha afialr she
| 5. __bad with Xiartin; that we planned to coaduct the Interviow of her today if sho
i mieo — 45 gyailable and also of 1lobert Cswald Ul ho is availeblo. Mr. bankin stated
i ine —thoy asked Lobart Ogwald why he did not tell them aloat it ond he s2id he felt
| Zeww=--the Comralogion would probably know about that, but in all his nnswers wore =
leans —— Y . fed an /i
oy generally very good _ o _-—-aé'&i:_fi"’
siive —— 254 1 = Dilgs Liolmes / NOT RECORDED
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I ctated tho talag lu the Nixoa maiter whicnigoes not exuctly ring sound
with e 13 knowlng the backgroand o1 Leo Lurvey Uowald aife kis imakeu)
te.nperamentally, et cotera, how the wile would be avle to lock hici in a batlicom
all dey withoud bls kleklng tha door dowa beciuse ho gave evidcuce of having a

t“‘. violent texaper. Mir, daniia corisentad also that he had beat Ligr up on occaslon.

{ stated that is the oaly angle of taat story which Gid not seera to hold water. 1
ctalpd she pever montloned it to ue at any ticie nor did Robert Cswald muention

{t to as and that ls why we wonted to question her again becaase w3 hove not talted
to her siace the appeared before Lac Comuilsalon and, of courec, I.chert vowald
wag hore In Veaghington. 1 stated it is a fact tout Kichard Nixzon was in Dallas
pomuelime in 1363, and Mir. fani-in stated it was Bovember 21si, tho day belore

. the askagslzation. I stuted hiion was iavited Lo receive some awarda and Ladto

cancel out and he got down to Dallas juct the day before Lac cesuzsination and
the question is, was it at that particular time, as vrs. Cswall's story purgseris,
that ghe locked Lee Tswald Inthe vatbroom. I stated that did not piake 52nce

to me.

i etated we can, of courcy, slako ouat tho place where hiarina Cawalid
{5 now living and (i1 o4t who 15 goli; tn and oat to £co her at this new place,

bat my quection is, approxlusately bow loag coes Mor. Periln anticipale wulling.
».r. liankin stited he would leave that to ziy judgment, Ietated 1 wozld thinx

if wo can lnterview her today, if the new lowyer allows us to ¢o £O and wa bave
no objecticn if ke wanis to be preesnt even, pnd also Nozert Lswale, that ac

sooa a8 we {{nish those two Interviews and get the facto and unless there arce
soma other angles, that particular angle will then be pratty weil Hottled up f.2d
we could get tae Informatlon to the Cowamlsslon cerntutoly by tae mlddle of this
week., Mr. Rankin stated that would be veoy helpiul as they have i.artin comaing
voluctarily belore the Ccrimlesion oa Thurscay £0 if ho cculd get that inforr.ation
belore Lhat, it weculd be kelpZal. Istated we can do tnat and in the meantlize we

can put the surveillancas on L.arina Cswald.

Mr. Rantin stzted that one thing tne new lawyer, Mickenzle (phoz=tie),
did was to bring the cortracts with both mozert end Marica acd wiile toey uive tb
asual provisions, he also has the rizht to disclose anyihinz 1a reaard to thils

patter he ghould leara frrespactiva of tho clicot-lawyer relationzalp, any

—sicKenzie &ssured Xir. Tiackin and the Coran.dsslon ho would r:akze {all end

complete disclosure of aaything e discovered, 0 lr. Rankin tolnks wo will
get full cooperation from LicKenzle. I stated this fellow John M. Thorua is
contending be I8 her lawyer.
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A r. Lankin stated be bas. coples of letterc {ro.a Trorne to i» artln and
{n one he ls terminating M.artin's relationshlp and trnere 15 anotier ono to

A.rg. biarina Gewald from Thorne in wislch he pretests th2 terisination of his
ez:ployment and one {rom k.srtin to toth Thorne and L.rs. Oswald eaying h2
can't be fired. I statod 1 thought ke had {esucd a statezent thle marning that
he ig stiil her vcontractural lawyer, ' that while she has a rigat to hire as many
advlsors as she secs fit, be is £till hor “contractural lawyer."

vir. Bankin continued that in 3-artin's lettor he sayo he Bas sold
yarious interests such as TV rlzhts to Tex-italia }ilm (ghonctic) and her
meniolrs to & magazine of Hac:burg, Gorninny, and he has eold the plicture
rights, et cetera. vir. DNankin stated ‘‘horne's lettor says they have enterad
{nto contracts tnvolving an cacess ol $159, 6ud, so it can te 6een what 1s Involve .
I cozaraented this is just @ pacty shakedown, notwithstanding her characler;
that these two {ndividuals are doing everylhlng in their power lo make as niuch
monecy as they can oat of ber and tnls applies to tae other fellow in New York
connocted with Lee Cuwald's puother.

Air. Rankin stated that while working on thiz, e would like me to
keep an eye on this thing to scc whether it looke at all lizelthis § T lwus
posalibly with any {dea of trylng to get rid of ssartin and Thorna. Ietated tat
was within the realna of possibility. iar. Iankin etated it 10oks like Marina
Oswald was pretty quick to do that, but on the other hac?, Fosert Cawald, iroz
the reports, ls pretty straiczht laced and dir. iankin thought i she ¢id not want
to get rid of thera, he woald pot bave tolersted this. n°p, ankln etated bz thoul
maybe she got in with GCewald over in Nuesla that way and maydoe other thiazs
have happened over here, &8 Lir. Fankin stated)it loois like (rom our reorts
it 1a possible gosaclhing went oa before tioy carag up to Voachington altiou h the
Secret Service did nct thlnk there was any opportuaity, but he was certalaly 1o
at her any chance ho bad ) stated tucre wag plonty ol opporiuaity here in Viesh
in:ton, &8 according to tho Seerct cervice,Ciartln nnd ghe stayed up to viaw
tolevision until the early hours {n the moralng 2od the Secret Servico nin Wk3
{n the corridor, 0 what went oo in the roovsd nobody koows, 1 gtated it is

those angles wo hope to explore with hex today, & r. Kankin stated @ith » artic
chasing her and coing all those thin;s with hia wife arcand, be Can imasin2
what ho did when he was [reo from his wife. Ietated he had no compunction 8o
{ar a8 his wilo was concerned a3 thoy were open and 4boya poard with the wife
In the housc:] I stated it is an unfortanate thing, but what worries me ls the
possibllity of & leak gotting out on thls ag to the background of tho Oswald woz:
and wartin, et cetera, because those people are taliing around down thore ia
i l1aa, bt 1b WAald ho ynfortunata to have it get out before the Comm!ission
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ties it down here as to these activitics aad anybody else who may bave knowledge
ol it.

LMir, fansin asied U I dicn't think that business about ber baing
willing to of partia's m!strcss:t.'as a stranjge thlaz, and I stated I did; that
t shows certainly the complete lack of uuy character and the thing that 2lso
luipresced me was, U you look at the plctare of Mrg. darina Uswald when
this bappened and the plcture of her alterviards, It o almost Like two differeat
people, as fa tha second picture of her shs 1s nct unaitractlve, but the first
picture o Callas, when this occurred, shows her as sloppy and unntiractive;
bat somebody got hold of her and get her {ixed up and that probablyrpul Idaas
into her head also. I stated there 18 no cuestion thty fellow Miartinvwas wia'tlag

- love to her, and tho thing about bayirg a house.and divorceinz his wife, although

I dld not know iI he was szrlous, wis 2 proposition and, of course, ha was
prodzbly counting uzon her moncy to buy the house. I gtated there was no [orce,
bat co.aplete willinzness upoa bor aad Blu part, and this just mzlies hor cut 52
& pretty questicnable character, | I etated that Kind of thing i it gets out WElore
it 1s palled down and tho Comuilsslon resches a concluslon ng to what andiid
oot to believe, would be bad, 1 eleled way shz Gid nct tell us about this MNixoa
matter, I dld not know as sha told us about the Genzral Walter coatter, 1
statsd ruy reaction to taly business aboat locking Lee Cewald in the batiircoin
is that tacre io somnetiing flehy herce because she just would not be able to do
tals because he had bzat her up on occasion, was nasty to ker, had a bad
dispcsition, and could have gotten eut by breaking thz window or kicking the
doour down and she would kave bezn pericctly helplevs and, furiher, ehe left
out what he dld thep, as I doa't thizi: he would bave tulien it calialy. I gtuted

it is a fact Mixon wae there the cay Ceiore the acsascinaticn and it willbe a
cencsational story becauso ha Is a foru:or Vice Preziuent ond very anti-
corataunist and Ceneral Walker Is anticon.uanist and then the i“resideont of

the United States was there. Istited It Is gach a thing that you couald enlaTso on
it and have sowe scnsatlonal stories, just like the story of Doreotay Hilgiallea
about the MBI furnishing asslstance to Ituuy, that upoa reudln the article, you
could see It dozs not suprort the heaaline, but youa have down there {a Dallag
thesa "bleedlng hearts™ and "gcbslsters™ Like dillgzllen, who will blow ¢very-
thing up as much as they ¢an. I coz.raentcd I had «lso wondered where Life

li_.___:‘r.‘ngazino got that photozrapa of Lco OUgswald with the gunsg, bat I understand

they got it from the Dallag Polica Cepartmant. 1 stated my fivst knowledze
of it was when my altentlon was called to &t by tho Hearet peopla who had an
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airance copy as oaz2 of them called sae and wanted to know wiho was plving 1t

oit and how It couald bo copyrighted. I oirs. Gsweld sold 1t, tlat ls ong thinz,
bt if the Dallas Dolice gave it to Lile, it was guvlle properiys asd I advised

the ilcarst people thiey ought not to gllr anythinz up on it, a3 we ¢ld not know
whether the Dallas Pollce gava it out or i ars. Cowald sold it and 4 oho gold

i, it would bo gubject to copyright, but ¥ glvon out by & law enforcerent ageny,
{t ¥ould not be guhject to copyright. '

3¢, Nanklo stated he uniertood from my latler that the Nixon alfalr
really scemed to originato from itartla who had been told that by h.arfcd Cswald.
I statod algo Marina told it to Nnobort when he went to the grave with her, s0 it
carie [rom those two gources. I stated 1 ¢id not tadne we got it from h.artin bul

" from nobart. NT. Tankin stated that Lartin the same day told f:obert, but ald
not say how lonZ be tad knowa it. I gtated tho orizical in‘ormetion ag | rocall,
wag [rom Wobert who was tol2 It by & krinu znd alzo by »'artin as sha told
:.artin aboat it. 1 coinmented tiut why thy did not tell tae Cosmlaston, 1

dtd not know. I askzed U Roberl Cswald was questioned as to tLat asoect, and
L.r. 2anidn stated he was and ha sl he thouzit the Corarlsslon waew it.
gtated thoy ATe golng too much on assurapiion all the way throush, 1 stated
that {8 what worries mo ag It gpreacs oat cnd gets tote & web alwost. I gtated
<o have been checking carefully In Jiexica City 2nd bave acdditlonal agents Cown
thera and every one we run oat flzzles out, put tha avcrage mexlcan in my
opinion 18 & psychologtcal llar a5 thoey bave vlsions grebubly of getting money
or baing brought up for testimony, wut zo far there 13 00 confirc:ation of tha
various angles, bal we have added ¢n ln s.exico to try to got (hat cleancd up
within the next weckt or ten daye, but gouicthing mors Comies up every day.

por. Haniin stated 1o conngctlion «lth the oteke oat, to uco my owa
jucyment, but belore torcilnating it, to lot hics know. fe atated agala he aid
not want to runo up too muth expense. 1 clated L we can get tho fnteryiow toddy
we will get that gnc we may want to tali to tbls law; cr that she now has and
a5 soon us we get that we will have the {acts which will be sent in by wire. 1
stated wa will taen et it to hiwm, s.r. Taohin, and 1 tiicusht the Cowmisslon ©
{hen warnt to consldor getting her bacik quleily and getting it on record, BCuadi’
in the meantloe shd ts going to be writing articles 2ad booxs and ghe 18 boini
—.— to Include this lxon thing in it and U the Cowmiralgslon doeg not have It pallea
l down, it will becorie xnown. 1 stated Le2 Cawald was not aa individaal who &.
to-digcugs thiazs with his wile other than the Walker gituation. I stated that
‘ did occur.and while we are not able acflnitely to Bwear that tho gwisc gun Was
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In tive Wallkier cage ag {n the accazsinad ion, bocause of the siutilation'of the

bullet, there are many slwilar g.ar<s and you certainly could draw the coacluslon
it was the same gun, Lut it {5 onc of thoso Instances wiere you can't 52y you

aro 109% sura. . B

. 3ir. Rankin stated there was oaz other thing - M c¥enzie told lia that
they had ;ada a suzgestion to Lhe 1ords that Decla Ford be Ler new panager.
I stated everybody is going to move In on her and there will probably be soaie
otazrs niove In from other parts of the country, and being tho character sze
I they nea=d only to invite ber out and eatertain hor 4 ltlle and 852 would
protably go becauce she Is her own irce 2zeat now, ) -

Lir. Rankin stated he thsusht it woll to caeck froz: a stake out what
kiad of pcople are visiting her when she does not know sh2 {5 uncer surveillance.
I stzted we can also consider getilnz a telephone tap in there Docause there San't
be any trial ec any Inforwatioa would not be excludad Inatrial, bat U gomzioldy
were going to be tried 1t would be a difforent thing. Iglated we will get on it
right avay. ST
s et s s

12:15 Pt u

I called 2ir, Joseph Sixoo in tha Comestic Iatelilzence Divielon and
advised him of 2ir. Rankin's call and hic desire tohave, L2 possibIsa stake ot
ol tihe place where Mrs, Marina Cswald 13 now living arnd k2 is vory anx!sis to
krow who way be wolaz fn gnd coaing oat of that olace seelng her la view o
the turmoll Belio T 0 " Yond also I think wo ouzkt to ceasléar placing

a technleal oa tae prone whore she'is now livicg, Ianlso stoted that Lallas
should be advisod that we want to got iro, Oswald Interviewed today, trot wo
had hald off becauce of the request of her neow lawyer and I enderctand (rom
tariiin he scomo to bo a pretty decent fellow, that we ouzhl to cee her today and
got tho detalls of the Nixon talngz.

I stated the Commission wante to bring hor back bere before thze: and
they will just as soon as wo gel thls laformation (rozi our fnlerview with ner. I
stated I thouzht we ought to laterview Robert Cswald alss as to the Nlxon tldne
tecauso she told him about ft when he wenl out to the grave with har. I sated
the [irst person sa2 told was lntrtla wono was her buslnecs wanazer and who
had relatlons with her. I stated Aartin §s ender subpocaa to Le back here
before the Commission 50 I doubt il we can interview him or U we dld whetsar
he would say anything, but I tolnk wo should interview her and Aouort and have

-
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pallas wire that In at once ds we cJ_ut to cet tals anterial to the Conuxnission not
e loior tnoo WoudnesCay 80 04T gianpower will not be tied down with surveilling her
2o Lo 8lso trs_;g,,gg}_g.‘__;gnchnical tn, "1 told Jir. ©izod it will ruz ustil theg sud-
pocnal‘g;r_‘ba_c;_:;_beio;e_Lj:c_'_'i_.__"b‘_;_._;.'xlsafop 25 TEuccosted to laanzia it cught to last
Suly as long &y it tukes us 1o get tac tnfori:ation to the Commlesion. I stated
she did not tell the Cosamission anything atout It, fuat Rotert did, bat ghe ald
rot und they want to aall i down &ud thls ' T thzt tock place

co-called &_
at the hotel, but wa ouzht to get ectails of that {rocs her touay and gt ang clher
e details we can irom wodert cad then we ocushs to get Lhal Ly letter to the

Cosunlssion not Liter than Wedneoday. Jer. 0200 stated i woulllea discrect
survelllance unknown to her Lo LES Wio COLIES und goes to ece har. I stated
also if she comes out, waerdy gue goes, toat it requlred dlzcretion. 1told

_ Cizoo to alao ece that Dalias bas sulficlent ranpower for thd physical sur-
yelillanceo of her and the puople comliag to tae loase oazhi to be followed to ge3
who they are. 1 gtated her new lawyer, fuciienzie, ks sugsestad thls man
ehe 18 livlog with pow Leconie Ler bislogss agent. 1 slzted what the Commission
{s concorned about is this gadden deveiopoieat as 19 her secaction and INixon,
as it w2y lezk oat. 1told oiso0 to gei hold o Czllas and 10 get started oa it

right away. Lbir. 51200 ctated ne wodld.

Vory traly yours,
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