val, center, looking
of the Synagogue

th at ting. At | Ing fourth day of t

ting Applauds
—~Cairo Envoy

SCHUMACH. .

' mutual guarantees—all these and other
l measures can provide the required assur-
| ance until emotions subgide and normalcy
| previals.”

| Next week's scheduled meetings in
|Caira qf representatives of Egypt, Israel
| and the United States “provide us with
the first steps in this positive und hopeful
challenge,” Lhe Ambagsador said.

The background of his appearance be-
fors the Jewish leaders at the Carnegie
Endowment Center for Peace, 345 East
46th Street, was of particular signifi-
cance, | '

The Ambassador had acted as an im-

ortan]_intermediary for Jaws last March
in hefping to liberate more than 130 hos-

Continued on Page Al3, Culumn 1

Dollar Still S agging;
Drop Called Threat
To WPrld __I_{ffouery

By ROBERT D. HERSHEY Jr.
Spocial Lo The New York Tlags

LONDON, Dec. 7—The dollar continued
to sag on world currency markels today,
approaching its lowest levels since World
War 1l against the mighty West German
mark and Swiss franc,

Today's decline, while modest ‘com-
pared with those of the last few duys,
| was accompanied by more warnings from

| Europe that the year-long slide in the

American currency was now threalening
the slow global recovery from recession.

The most inunediate cause of the dol-
lar's weakness, traders here suid, is the
failure of the United States to produce
an energy policy. Soaring imports of oil
have been the biggest factor in pushing
Lhe American trade deficit to an estimat-
ed $30 billion this year.

‘In Any Shape or Form’

“You haven't got an energy policy in
the States in any shape or form,” de-
clared one market mun as he surveyed
today’s results.

The decline in the dollar, under way
since early this year, was touched off
by Treasury officials who said in so
many words that they wouldn't mind
some depreciation of the dollar to make
United States exports more compelitive
in world markets. But the 2ffects of the

decline are becoming noticeable to tour- |

~
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AppEI. Rabbl Teplitz is shown lighling @ Canaie mark-

he eight-day observance of Hanukkah.

HOOVER WAS CERTAIN
OSIWALD WAS KILLER

F.B.l. Files Don't Dispute Finding

By The Amoclated Presy

WASHINGTON, Dec. 7—Two weeks
after John F. Kennedy's death, J, Edgar
Hoover was convinced Lhat lLee Harvey
Oswald had killud the President, but he
wondeved whether Oswuld had had help
from secret conspirators in Cuba, ac-
cording to bureau files released today.

The documents show that Mr. Hoover
had concluded within hours of Kennedy’s

Excerpts from Hopover memo, page B20.

death that Oswald had fired the fatal
bullets. Byt Lhe ageney later obtained
letters written to Oswald from Cuba, and
those messages raised the questions about
conspiracy that linger to this day.

The material examined so far provides
no information contradicting the Warren
Commission's finding that Oswald acted
alone in the assassination of President
Kennedy nor any immediate or astound-
ing insight inlo the mysteries still at-
tached to the assassination,

Because of the letters and the difficulty
in checking their validily, Mr. Hoover,
{Dire::tor of the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation, said, I urged strongly that we
not reach the conclusion Oswald was the
only man,”

One of Lthe Cuban letters illustrates the
problem. It was written in Spanish and
mailed from Havana to Oswald in Dal-
tus. It was daled 12 days before the as-
sassination bul was postmarked six days
after the assassinalion of Nov, 22, 1963,
The fact that it was postmarked long
after news of the assassination had
spread worldwide supgests that it might
have been the work of a headline-seeker.
F.B.1. officials apparently found it impos-
sible to judge what to make of the
message.

The 40,001 pages of F.B.IL. files released
today, weighing nearly half a ton, re-
count the tragedy and drama rippling
from the 5unﬂre in Dallas in 1963. The

Continued on Page B20, Column 1

The majority held that a district court
could require the New York Telephone
Company, a third party not involved in
the investigation, to install devices
through which the Federal Bureau of In-
vestipation could learn the tglephone
numbers of ull outgoing calls made by
a subscriber who was considered suspect.

On the underlying question of whether
the district court had the authority to.
permit such surveillance at all, whether

‘or not the telephone company assisted,

the high court divided 6 to 3 in support
of such orders.

At issue was the use by the F.B.I. of
“pen registers,” devices that record num-
bers of all outgoing calls but do not inter-
cepl any messages as wiretaps do. They

Continued on Page B18, Column 1

5 iﬁ F.B.l. Inquiry
Quit Investigation
In Dispute With Bell

- L e

By NICHOLAS M. HORROCK
Spevinl to The New Yok T

WASHINGTON, Dec. 7—The five law-
yers condygting an investigation of al-
leged burglaries, illegal wiretapping and
mail opening by the Federal Bureau of
Investigation have asked to be removed
from the case because of a ‘‘disagree-
ment” with the Attorney General over
whether new indictments should be
sought at thig time, the Department of
Justice said today.

In a brief statement issued after a
luncheon with reporters, Attorney Gener-
al Griffin B. Bell said that the flve-man
group from the civil rights division,
which has been investigating alleged
wrongdoing by agents from the bureau
for some 1B months, had asked to be
“relieved of the responsibility” for con-
tinuing the inquiry over a “disagreement”
in prosecution strategy with the Attorney
General.

Under ouestioning by reporters, Mr.
Bell said the lawyers disagreed with his
nlan to bring the case of a former super-
visor in the bureau's New York field of-
fice to trial before seeking new indict-
ments. ‘

This is the first time in the .memory
of the Washington legal community that
a Federal prosecution team had resigned
from a case as a unit. Sources familiar
with the case said that the lawyers felt

Continued on Page B19, Column 3
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HOOVER WAS GERTAIN
OSHALD WAS KILLER

Continued From Page Al

hurcau released the documents, half of
its total file on the Kennedy assassina-
Hon, W comply wilth requests under Uhe
Freedom of Information Act, The 40,000
ither pages are scheduled to be released
i January,

The material may be of greatest value
for what it shows ahoul the inside opera-
vons af the F.B.T, as it handled one of (s
nost importunt missions. It is o picture
hat hins emorged only in vague outline
witil now.

The memorandums Include confiden-
vial reports passed among the highest
f[ficials of the Government. And they

- wlude detters from ordinury eitizens ex-

TESSIE oulruge and sorrow and, in some
iuses, intense bhaleed of the Kennedy
Some documents were censored
’ classified as secret
'r otherwise exempt from disclosure,
Attorney General Informed

Two hours after Kennedy was pro-
wounced dead in a Dallas hospital at 2
.M. Eastern standard time on Nov, 22,
Ar. Hoover wrote that he had told the
‘resident’s  brother, Allorney « General
tobert F. Kennedy, that Oswald, was Lhe
ssassin and that he had been appren-
‘ended near the Texas School Book
-lré)é:sntory where the shots had been
ired.

But on Dec, 12, Mr. Hoover confided
0 his chief aides that he was troubled
v the conspiracy questions and was un-
uare how to resolve them. Reporling on
i conversation with a caller, he wrote:

“I said [ personally believe Oswald was
he assassin; that the second aspect ay
9 whether he was the only map gives
ae great concern; thal we have \several
iters writlen to him from Cuba \refer-
ng to the job he was going o do, his
nod marksmanship and stating when it
‘as all over, he would be brought back
) Cuba and presented (o the chigf.

“We do not know if the chief was Cas-
ro and cunnot make an investigation be-
wse we have no intelligence operalion
i Cuba."

The reference was to Fidel Castro, the
uban leader.

The F.BL is restricted to domestic
perations, and the Central Intelligence
pency gathers intelligence abroad. It
is not clear whether Mr. Hoover meant
o imply that the C.LA. as wel] as the
B.I. had no operationsin Cuba. During
iis period, the F.Bl. maintained liaison
¢ith the C.LA,, although. Mr. Hoover latler
evered the relationship.

A Discussion With Rankin

The memo was Mr. Hoover's report of
is discussion that day with Lee Rankin,
ne Warren Commission's general coun-
cl, who had called to make arrange-
wenis for dealing wilh the bureau during
'ia commission's investigation, The War-
n Commission later concluded that Os-
ald was the assussin and that he had

ted alone.

As the agents translated it, the letter
ferred to Oswald as “Friend Lee" and
id, “After the affair, I am going to

- ol ohinf

waak tn tha T, rsled

Reporters examining file on Lee Harvey Oswald in reading room yesterday at the F.B.I Building

Few Show Up to Read Files on the Assass.

|
By MARJORIE HUNTER
Bpecial 1o U'ne New York Tlmes

WASHINGTON, Dec. 7—Boh Katz
was a 16-year-old high school student
sitting in an algebra class in Chicago
when he heard over a public address
system that President Kennedy had
been assassinated.

Today he was the first of 50 people,
most them reporters, to be handed
previously classified files of the Feder-
al Bureau of Investigation on the assas-
sination.

The 30-year-old Mr, Katz got first
call on Lhe material because he was
sitting in Seat No. 1 in a small, tightly
secured room in the F.B.I. Building, a
room ordinarily used by experis to
brief bureau agents on Lhe latest crime
techmgques,

He und three colleagues, ranging in
age from 25 to 42, asked Lo see the
files as representatives of the Assassi-
nalion Information Bureau Inc, a pri-
vale, nonprofit organization set up in
1974 in Cambridge, Mass,, as a clear-
inghause for informalion on the Kenne-
dy assassination,

Members of its Advisory Board are

Norman Muailer, David Dellinger, Allen
Ginsberg, Tom Hayden, Murray Kemp-
ton, Jack Newfield, Philip Nobile, K.
Barton Osborn, Marcus Raskin and
Peler Dale Scolt. None of them were
present for the opening of the files.
An Academic Atmosphere

It was in a classroom atmosphere
not too unlike that of the 1963 algebra
class in Chicago that Mr.' Katz and
his colleagues and the dozens of re-
porters for major newspapers, maga-

zines, radio and television hegan dely-

ine intn the F.B.I. files today, .

I

said that it was ‘s “traumatic experi-
ence for me.” ‘
“It happened to a President 1 was
personally fond of,” he added
Until that day, Nov. 22, 1963, the
public address system in the high
school he was attending was used only
“to announce football games”™ Mr,
Katz said. L
Ground Rules Explained

Slanding beside the blackboard
today, Special Agent John H, Hawkes
explained the ground rules for using
the files. Also on hand Lo answer ques-
tiong was William Shackelford, a re-
seurch analyst who had spent’ 18
monlhs coordinating Lhe files, '

Bul, even with the blackboard nota-
tions and the presence of agency per-
sonnel familiar with the files, it was
necessary for those interested in glean-
ing specific  information to read
through the tremendous mass of mate-
rial filling nine tall file drawers.

An  adjoining  room, similarly
equipped with tables, chairs and black-

board, had been set a
date scholars, histori

. assassination buffs a

ever, by late today,

. those wanting to re:

not large enough to
of the second room.

The files can be rea
in the two reading rc
wanting a copy of I
pay 10 cents a page. £
izations bought copi
file of 40,001 pages
of $4,000.10, This en:
move the material to

Those buying the
the NBC News, The
United Press Intern:
Washington Post.

Sharing- the cost o
entire set were Newsd
ton Star, The Wall St
Baltimore Sun, The |
\ald, the Knight-Ritter
Scripps-Howard News
magazine,

A Paralyzed Denver Man Files
Federal Suit in Swine Flu Case

DENVER, Dee. 7 (AP)—A man confinad
to a wheelchair and barely able to speak
has filed a $2 million negligence suit
against the Federal Government, contend-
ing that he suffered permanent brain
damage after receiving a swine flu vacgi-
nation last year.

Scolt Heath, 'a ' 28-year-old Harvard

University graduate who h:}d_ju_s_t‘ started

had to undergo exten
two weeks later. Ina ¢
terday in Federal Dist
said that since Nov. 2!
been able to walk, wor
verse,

Mr. Heath contends
were a result of negli
of the Federal Governn
was responsible for tk
he swine=flu: vaccinal
administration of the

Is one of more than 1,00
mare than S hilliop. 1)
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\gent John H. Hawkes
wound rules for using
1 hand to answaer fues-
am Shackelford, a re-
who had spent I8
ting the files,
i the blackboard nola-
esence of agency per-
with the files, it was
ose intarested in plean-
nformation to read
sendous mass of mate-
ill file drawers.
% room, similarly
bles, chairs and black-

board, had heen set aside to accommo-
date scholars, historians, researchers,
assassination buffs and others. How-
ever, by late today, the turnout of
those wanting lo read the files was
not large enough to require the use
of the second room,

The files can he read without charge
in the two reading rooms, but anyone
wanting a copy of the material must
pay 10 cenls 4 page. Some news organ-
izalions bought copies of the enlire
file of 40,001 pages for a total cost
of $4,000.10. This enabled them to re-
move the material to their own offices.

Those buying the entire files were
the NBC News, The Associated Press,
United Press International and The
Washington Post.

Sharing the cost of purchasing one
entire sel were Newsday, The Washing-
ton Star, The Wall Street Journal, The
Baltimore Sun, The Dallas Times-Her-
ald, the Knight-Ritter newspapers, the
Seripps-Howard News Service ,and Time
magazine,

wer Man Files
uit in Swine Flu Case

1 (AP)—A man confined

barely able Lo speak
million negligence suit
'\l Government, contend-
‘ered permanent brain
iving a swine flu vacci-

B -
1" 26-year-old Harvard
e whp had just started
] cigd et herg e ien

* het on Ne. 10, 1976,

had to undergo extensive brain surgery
two weeks later. In a complaint filed yes-
terday in Federal Distrigt Court here, he
said that since Nov. 28, 1976 he has not
been able to walk, work or normally con-
Verse.

Mr. Heath contends that his injuries
were a resull of negligence on the part
of the Federal Government, which he said
was responsible for the development of
the swine-flu vacernation program and
administration of the vaccinations. His
is ane of more than 1,000 claims, totalling
more than &1 hillinn, [hat have been filed

Agarnst tne Ginvernment in ‘connection
with thie vaccisation progran.
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ihe evenl of another severely cold
winter.

Under a similar program last winter,
55,000 New York Stale households,
with 168,000 individuals, received help
with Lheir healing bills. Allogether §21
million was distributed in the state. In
New Jersey, 101,000 individuals were
aided, “and in Connecticut, 54,000.

The new exlension of the plan was
sponsored in the House by Representa-
tive Joseph P. Addabbo, Democrat of
Quoens. Bul there was considerable op-
powdtion, and tha spealer of the Huuse,
Thomas P. O'Neill, cusl the Lie-breaking
vole as Lhe House approved the plan
by a margin of 182-L0-181. The Senute
had already approved the plan,

The legislation would, allow pay-
menls up Lo $250 per low-income fam-
ily after the Fedecal Community Serv-
ices Administration had declared an
“energy emergency” in a particular
aren hecause of the cold, Eligible fam-
ilies would be Lhose having an income
no higher than $7,200 for a family of
[uur—Lhat is, up lo 25 percenl ubove

B WISV, T TEA S, et =y
vessel Lemarca 1 late yesterday abowt
100 miles northwest of Key WestL. 0"

A Coast Guard spokesman said thay
the marijuang had an pslymaled retail
value of $15 million, He said that the
|emarca 1, from Maracaibo, had been
circling in the Gulf of Mexico for several
days.

“We hecame suspicious and conlactee
Venezuela about il, and yesterdaj' th_e3
gave permission lo board it and seiz|
any contraband found aboard,” he said

The shi‘r's master, who is from th
Netherlands, and his eight-member orev
will be turned over Lo Ihe immigratio

wlthorilion whan they reach St Peters
burg tumorrow, the Coasl Guard sal

Three Magazines Called Obscene

ATLANTA, Dec, 7 (AP)—Hugh Hefne
publisher of Playboy and Qui megazine
and Bob Guccione, publisher of Pen
house, have been charged with distribu
ing ohscene materials in Fulton Count
County Solicitor Hinson -McAuliffe al
charged them with abelling ithe sale
the ullegedly obscene items, the Decet
ber issues of the magazines.

the poverty line.

REMEMBER THE NEEDIEST!
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‘WATCH
DOCTOR

Your Omega, Rolex, Movado,
" LeCoultre, Universal, Patek Phillipe,
Jules Jurgensen, Longines, or any
fine jeweled watch, restored to
its original precision. If your
- watch needs repair, cleaning
or check-up, bring it to Watch'.
and Jewelry repair, main floor
by the Down escalator.

Fifth Avenue
store.
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R A U NG L A S A O Y T A

id, “Afler the affair, I am going to
mraend much (o the chief . I told
m you ¢ould put out a candle at 50
:ters . Leave nothing that could. lead
your lrajl and when you receive my
lers, deslmy them as always. After
o affair, 1 will send you the .money
«d we will sce cach other in Miami ay
nays"”
It was signed Pedrp C‘hnr!es.‘j
Mr. Hoover told the State Department
il the C.LA. thut he considered Lhe let-
- an appareql hnax, ;
sume of the TH:E memons suggest thal
cholas deB. Kalzenbach, then (he
puty Attorney General, was pulling
casee on e buean foe s prompl pub
announcentent that Qswald, acling
ne, was the assassin.
Fhree days after the nssassinution, he
ol the hurean (o express  concern
wil the _grgwing rumors of conspirscy
i saad I‘T:,eﬂﬁ wilts importnt to sulisly
« public that Oswald was the assassin
«f, that no conspirators were slill al

e,

I?.('Tlerring to the pressure from Mr. Kat-
uwbach, Mr. Hoover's aide Courtney
ans wrole that there’s “no doubt” Os-
iId had fired the gun.

“The problem is Lo show motive,” he
wmtinued. “A matter of this magnitude

_ nnot be fully investigated in a week's
gy -, pilaas™ . .

nes
Basic Facts in Hand

In a scribbled notation, Mr. Honver
lked: “Just how long do you estimate
will take? It seems to me we have
# basic facts now."

At this point, he was apparently not
riously concerned abhout the conspiracy
lestions,

The F.B.I will releasea 40,000 more
zes next month. In the two balches,
ficials say, will be all the paparwork
nerated in the bureau as it investigated
¢ case.

No files are being withheld, officials
v, although many words and para-
aphs have been deleted because they
o+ classified as secret or are oLherwise
empt from disclosure.

The documents include hundreds and
ndreds of memos from field agents de-
ribing their pursuit of;Jues.

The first 597 pages( oblained by The
sociated PressP last weekalshowed thad
ents were swamped with fips and were
itructed to check out every one, When
.wald was identified as the suspect and
. picture wus flashed around the world,
uple from one end of the country (o
¢ other called their local F.B.l, olfice
raport seelng Oswald in their neighbor-
od in the preceding weeks.

I'he files include numerous memos from

zines, radio and television hegan delv-
ing into the F.B.L. files today.

They sal in armless chairs attached
Lo ruws ©f Lables facing a blackboard
on which those in charge of the project
had dotted down the names of John
F. Kennedy, Lee Harvey Oswald and
Jack Ruby, who killed Oswald, By their
names were certain numbers, indieal-
ing which files deall with what subject.

Mr, Katz's orpanization has heen
highly critical of the Warren Commis-
sion's finding that Oswald acted alonz
in killing Kennedy,

“We don't think Oswald was acling
on his own," Mr. Katz said today. “But
whether we'll find anvthing nseful on
thal subject in these fles, well, 1 doubt
it"

Recalling the dav thit he heard of
the Knnlnﬂly assassination, Mr. Kals

Mr. Honver giving directinns on aspecls
aull the dnvestigalion il mstructiony on
how his superiors in the Justice Depart-
ment should be handled.

His memos and nolations refiected his
concern for finding Kennedy's killer, but
they also showed that he had other inter-
esls in mind as well, chiefty protecling
the image of the bureau.

The First Memo
The new files show ithat some citizens

wrote to suggest that inadequate F.B.L
security measures were responsible for
Kennedy's assassination and Oswald's
murder. Mr, Hoover quickly replied that
the Secret Service, nol his agency, was
responsible for Presidential protection
and that Oswald was in the custody of
the Dallas police when he was shot.

On the day of the assassination, Mr.
Hoover wrote his first memo for hig files
at 1:43 P.M, Eastern standard tinve, only
moments after the news_ of the shooting
had been flashed around the world. He
said that he had broken the news.to the
President’s brother, Attorney General
Robert F. Kennedy, and that the Allorney
General “asked thal we do whalever we
could."”

The President was pronounced dead at
2 P.M. , but Mr. Hoover failed to get
the word immediately. The director must
have suffered an embarrussing blow to
his ego when "he called the Attorney
General at 2:10 P.M. “to advise him that
the President was in very, vecy critical
condition."

“The Altorney General then told me
the President had died,” Mr. Hoaver
wrole,

But twp houts laler, he was able to
report lo Rubert Kennedy that Oswald
had been apprehended.

Excerpts From Memo by Hoover

WASHINGTON, Dec. 7 [AP)—Follow-
gg are excerpls from a Dee. 12,
963 memorandum from J. Edgar
loover, Director of the Federal Bureau
i Investigation, o his aides describing
¢ telephone conversalion that Mr.
iloover had had with J. Lee Rankin,
the counsel for the Warren Commis-
son!

1 sald, I personally believe Oswald
was the assassin; rhat the second as-
pect as-ta whether ‘he was the only
nan gives me preat concern; that we
save several letters, not in the report
hacause were not able to prove il, wril-
eh to him from Cuba referring to the
b he was going to do, his good
marksmanship, and stating when it
waes all gver he would be brought r_:ucl_c

Castro and cannol make an investiga-
tion hecause we have no (ntelligence
operation in Cuba; thal [ did nol put
his in the report because we did not
have proof of it and didn't want to
put speculation in the report; that this
was the reason | urged strongly that
we not reach tonclusion Oswald was
the only man.

As to Rubenstein [Jack Ruhy], 1 said
T did not wanl a slatement about
Rubenstein and Oswald; that we have
no proof they were ever together. I
stated Rubenstein is a shady character
from the hoodlum element of Chicago,
has a poor background, runs a night-
club, in Dallas and is what would be
called a police buff; that the police
nfficers in that precinct have been able
to get food and liquor from him at
any time Lhey drop in: that while [
think there was no connection belween
i i edanii ol epadtin piras

e L e
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the pihlic that Oswald was the assassin

and, hat no conspiralors were sHill al
l'.u;:l‘#

Refening ta the pressure from Mr. Kal-
zenbuch, Mr. Hoover's aide Couriney
Evans wrowe that there's “no doubt” 0Os-
witld had fired the gun,

“The prublem is to show motive,” he
continued. “A malter al' this magnitude
cannot be fully investigated in a week's
time." :

Basie Facts In Hand

In a scribhled notation, Mr. Hoover
asked: “Just how long do you estimate
it will take? It seems to me we have
the basic facts now."

At this polol, he was apparently not
serlously concerned about the conspiracy,
questions,

The F.B.I will release 40,000 more
pages next month. In the two bilches,
dfffsals say, will be all the paparwork
generated in the bureau as it invesligated
the case.

No files are being withheld, officials
say, although many words and para-
graphs have heen deleted because Lhey
are classiflivd as secret or are olherwise

" exempt from disclosure. |
The documents include hundreds and
hundreds of memos from field agenls de-
scribing their pursuit of glues.
. =Fhe first 597 pnges obtajned by The:
Associated PressP last week jshowed (hat
agents were swamped with lips and were
instructed to check out every one. When
Oswald was identified as the suspect and
hig picture wus fashed around the world,
people from one end of the country to
the other called their local F.B.I office
Lo report seeing Oswald in their neighbor-
hood in the preceding weeks.

The files include numerous memos from

METTooves wivine diveciain o n-‘;m‘l-s-

uf the danvestigsabon and el rue oy, v
boaw: his supenars, in i Justice Lrepraany -
ment should be hundled.

His memos ard notations reflecied his
concern for binding Kennedy's killer, hut
they also showed that he had other inter-
esls in mind as well, chiefly prolecting
the image of the bureau.

The First Memo
The new files show that some cilizens

wrole to suggest that inadequate F.B.1
security measures were responsible for
Kennedy's assassination and Oswald’s
murder. Mr, Hoover quickly replied that
the Secret Service, nol his agency, was
reapotistble  for Presidential — protection
and that Oswald was in the custody of
the Dallas police when he was shot.

On the day of the assassination, Mr,
Hoover wrate his First mema for his files
al 143 P.M. Eastern stiandard tinwe, only
moments after the news, of the shooting
had been flashed arnund the world. Ile
said that he had broken (he news in lhe
President's  brother, Aftorney General
Robert F. Kennedy, and that the Allorney
General “asked that we do whatever we
could."”

The President was pronounced dead at
2 PM. , hut Mr. Hoover failed to get
the word immediately, The director must
have suffered an embarrassing blow to
his ego when 'he called the Attorney
General at 2:10 P.M. “to advise him that
the President was in very, very critical
condition."

“The Attorney Genera] then told me
the President had died,”” Mr. Hoover
wrote.

But twp hours later, he was able to
repont to Robert Kennedy that Oswald
had been apprehended,

Excerpts From Memo by Hoover

WASHINGTON, Dec. 7 [AP)—Fallow-
log are excerpts from a Dee. 12,
1963 memorandum  from J.  Edgur
Hoover, Director of the Federal Bureau
of Investigution, to his aides describing
a telephone conversativn that Mr.
Hoover had had with 1. Lee Rankin,

¢+ the counsel for the Warren Commis-
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sion:

I sald, I personally believe Oswald
was the assassin; that the second as-
pect as to whother he was the only

. man gives me great concern; (hat we
++ have several leiters, not in the report

= [because were not able to prove il, writ-
¢ ten to him from Cuba referring to Lhe

f'

* job he was pgoing to do, his good
marksmanship, and stating when it
was all over he would be brought back
to/ Cuba and be presented Lo the chiel;
hit we do not know if the chief was
'
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Castro and cannot make an investiga-
hon hecause we have no intelligence
operation in Cuba; that [ did not put
this in the reporl because we did not
have proof of it and didn't want to
put speculation in the reporl: that this
was the reason | urged strungly that
we not reach cenclusion Oswald wus
the only man.

As to Rubenstein [Jack Ruby], 1 said
T did nol want a statement ahout
Rubensiein and Oswald; that we have
no proof they were ever together, [
stated Rubenstein is a shady character
fram the hoodlum element of Chicazo,
has a poor hackpround, runs a night-
cluly in Dallas and is what would he
called a police buff; that the police
nfficers in that precinet have been able
to get food and liquor from him at
any time they drop in; that while 1
think there was no connection hetween
him and Oswald, | did not want Lhe
report to be 100 percent sure on thal.
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Continued From Page Al

it was an injustice for the Government
{y prosecule one relatively low-level bu-
reau officlal for practices that had been
widegpread pnd approved up through Lhe
bureau's chain of command,

J. Stanley Poltinger, who wasg the As-
sistant Attorney General in the civil
rights division when the investigation
began, said in an interview that he
“hoped the Government does not try
John Kearney alone” He said that it
would be wrong lo prosecute Mr. Kear-
ney if those “really responsible for the
policy” were not brought to justice.

Mr. Bell said of the prosecution team,
“They are fine young men.” But he said
they hud fold him they could nol contin-
ue the case unless he followed their
recommendalions Lo indict other bureau
officials.

The case is now under the direct super-
vision of Assistant Altorney General Ben-
famin R, Civilettl of the criminal division
and Drew S, Day of the civil rights divi-
sion, until a new prosecution team is
picked. The five lawyers are staying on
the case during the transition, the depart-
ment said.

Earlier this year the prosecution team
prepared a report, signed by its chief,
William Gardner, a veteran lawyer in the
civil rights division, recommending that
the Government seek indictments against
six present or former bureau officials,
including the former agent indicted, John
J. Kearney, 65 years old, who was the
supervisor of a fugitive hunting squad
that operated in the New York field of-
fice. He lives in Simsbury, Conn.

The others on the list were Wallace
J. La Prade, an assistant director of the
bureau who now heads the mammoth
New York field office; two other assistant
directors, Andrew J. Decker and James
Ingram, and two former “special agents
in charge” of intelligence operations
in the New York area, Arbor Gray and
John F. Morley,

Bell Approved One Indlctment

Mr. Bell approved only an indictment
against Mr. Kearney. He was indicted in
April on chages that agents under his
direction had illegally opened mail and
tapped lelephones while seeking radical
anti-Vietnam war fugitives in the early
1970's, particularly members of the
Weather Underground organization.

Mr. Bell has said on several occasions
since then Lhat it was his “strategy” to
lake the Kearney case to trial, continue
the investigation, and if the Kearney
prosecutibn were successful, to bring ad-
ditional indictments.

But sources familiar with the investiga-
tion said that Mr, Bell had approved the
Kearney indictment without a full under-

B.I. Quit Inquiry

standing of the importance of the case
and then, surgrised by the outery from
friends of the bureau, had grown cautious
about prosecuting any any other agents
or former agents,

Moreover, these sources said, even rou-
tine criminal tases in New York's South-
ern District where this case was brought
take months and often years to process
through the courts. Mr. Kearney’s case
is regarded as a complex test of the po-
lice’ powers of the Government in nation-
al security matters and could take years.

Mr. Bell has consistently said that he
wants to trace the investipation up the
ladder to find out if J, Edgar Hoover,
the late director of the bureau, or other
former top bureau officials, or Depart-
ment of Justice officials, had approved
the burglaries and other alleged impropri-
etias. Only yesterday, Mr. Bell told The
Los Angeles Times in an interview that
the investigation had broadened to in-
clude the Nixon Administration White
House.

He has also said that though he would
not nﬁprove further indictments at this
time, he would not let the Justice Depart-
ment forfeit a prosecution simply because
the statute of limitations had been al-
lowed to run out on the case. *

Despite Mr. Bell's contention that there
is an active investigation, several respon-
sible departmental solrces said that there
was almost no activity on the case be-
cause Mr. Bell and the proscutors were
“frozen” in their dispute. Senior officials,
speaking for Mr. Bell, categorically dis-
puted this and said unnamed witnesses
had been interviewed by Mr. Civiletti and
other officialg in the past several weeks.

At this juncture there is no {:ubiic evi-
dence that authority for the alleged law-
less acts of bureau agents came from
any higher than the bureau's top echelon.
Mr. Bell told reporters that the following
three trails were being pursued on the
burglaries in addition to the possible in-
volvement of the Nixon White House:

UWhether the bureau took the actions
on its own,

GWhether bureau officials authorized
the actions without Mr, Hoover approv-
ing or knowing about them.

qWHether Mr. Hoover, in the case of
the radical antiwar movement, made an
exception to his own rule against what
were called "bag jobs,” and secretly au-
thorized them.

William Sullivan, formerly the No. 3
man [n the bureau, said in a recent inter-
view that he had told a Federal grand
jury in the case that Mr. Hoover author-
ized him to use any means to apprehend
antiwar radical fugitives. Mr. Hoover died
on May 2, 1972 and Mr, Sullivan was
killed in a hunting accident last month.
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