DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE

QFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

October 15, 1976

Mr. Harold Weisberg
Route 8
Frederick, Maryland 21701

Dear Mr. Weisberg:

Reference is made to our letter to you dated September 13, 19786,
relative to your Freedom of Information Act request dated September
10, 1976.

Enclosed you will find the State Department document referred to the
Secret Service on September 7, 1976. This document originated with,
but is not maintained by the Secret Service. You will note that
certain deletions were applied to this document pursuant to Title 5,
United States Code, Section 552(b) (7) (C), since disclosure would
constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy to other
bersons mentioned in the requested file.

The Secret Service was contacted by the National Archives relative
to your Freedom of Information Act request directed to them for
records. This office was advised by the Archives Freedom of
Information Office that the enclosed document is not physically
maintained by the Archives, but merely indexed in their records
system.

Fees are charged in accordance with Title 31 of the Code of Federal
Regulations, Part 1A, Section 1.6(g). For your file, retrieval time
was one hour at $3.50 per hour and 7 xerox Pages at $.10 per page.
Please send a certified check or money order in the amount of

$4.20 payable to U.S. Secret Service, Financial Management Division,
1800 G street, N.W., Room 905, Washington, D.C. 20223.
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If you disagree with our determination you have the right of
administrative appeal within 35 days by writing to Freedom of
Information Appeal, Deputy Director, U.S. Secret Service, 1800
G Street, N.W., Room 944, Washington, D.C. 20223.

Sincerely,

Robert O. Gof%
Freedom of Information &

Privacy Acts Officer
Office of Public Affairs

Enclosure
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A synopsis of the =alient facts in this investi
that a rather lsagihy and detailed inquiry was requi
soultiry enterprise.

darold D, Veisberg and his wile, 71llian C
cn a srmall ferm ncar Tlratistown, Mzryland, sinc
in raising angd ss211ing "heasant chickens.® Us
d'Cr;® the ileisberzs cell their fowls 3 a rath
iasiingtlon rachet, cslering to e-btassies, smart
orominent orivatie fardilizs,

weisbers

orien emaloTees 3
D ice frozen, icker
lockers at Caitkershurg, 'aryland,
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n
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visisn rece
tions wsre : 1£50
Tarm will noi be sidjeet to heal
btet w3, Section 225 of the Karmn
frozen {ood nlznts and this will =
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TYPE OF CASE STATUS TITLE OR CAPTION
wmite House Svoaliep Clased Harcld Velsterg —
INVESTIGATION MADE AT PERIOD COVERED )
IGetistown & Colleze Zark, M, nite Souse Tuoply Sscurce
-'—-:'-ﬁn-*nql n, ™ "f’! oY o ]_',‘f'f‘./ff‘-_l
INVESTIGATION MADE BY !

sation follows, since it w=zs [runy
red ta cover Mr. Teisber:; and his
Lone Jelsherg, have resid=d

e 1745 and hzve beea o.zarad

ing the wracde nze “lzg

er limited and enclusive
resyauranis, and sscizlly
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is the plant manager of the Soutks=rn
Stztes Cooperative at Caid ‘r"s:r.n'—: ani will be the man to coatact
trere -- teleshane Gazithersburz 190. Fe has five emplcyees, all
of wion Lzve been there t‘..‘.e or more Yezrs. Taers are three
keys ta2 each locker -- one rctaingd by -ihe re uar, one oty ihe
plant ﬂ**rx., znd a rzster key also in custody of the Dl c.‘lt

2id he hzs knotm Velsderz six years through tusiness
aealin:s an:i is of the opinion that VWeistaerg's poultiry zare of a
saparior iype and are well processed, Fe knows nothing concerming

weisberz which would label him a securiily risx.

ir, Weisberg claims that his chickens are 1/16th pheasant,

which allezedly cosbines the slizht taste tany of gane birds wit
the best 11;:."70""3 of the rmost sglcct dzmsstic breeds of chicxena. -
while disrissing the gencalogy of the pheasant chicken as a wrth,
anthorities of the Divicion of Fouliry “usbandry of the University
of Faryland have aclmowledg ed thzt Veisberg's chickens are suzerb
_eating and are definitely suserior in quality to the run-of-mill
“foul.

Botd Kr.-and Mrs, Velsberg are former Government e: .:Jlo, a,cs,
and a persistent odium of eommnistic affiliziions follow them
throushout rost of that enpleyment.g” The Federal Burcau m':'

estisation has a comprehensive redort on then cated

& and from this, it has been lezrned that rs, Velsberg wis
a member of at lecast thrze commmist front orjsnizations and wes
under econsizmt scrutiny by her emsloying zzency. Ir. Welsberg
was allegedly dropped from the Larolleite Zanzte Investizating
Commitiee in 1239 for learing nzws to the Daily ‘Vorker end Tor
other guestionable conduct, KHr. ¥eisberg was reputedly a close
friend of Vito M arcantonio, the notoriously raz reprecsentaiiva
from Lew Yorik«.City. Mr. Weilsberg was also dro from the State
Deparireat in 1°L7 as a security risk., FKe describes himsell as
a "Roosavelt Derocrat,™ but some of his neizhbors deseribe him

£5 a radical znd a ¢ :-::mist.. j

_, professor at the Universily of rzryland,
Division of Peuliry Hustandry, said Mr. Weisberg is apparently
& very iniellizent man end if he is selling his chickens with the
insistence that they are ectnally "pheasanti® chickens, he is
Zuilty of rmisreoreseniation,

[ N
’-8 £: 8
U‘C')-ra;

¥». Weisberg purposely caiers o a select markat and does
not hesitate to oublicize the fact that lrs. John Foster Dulles
end other well-known psople are awon3 s cusiomers. There is
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12/15/5l

every indication thzt he will walcome the oopord ity e
surveyor Lo the vhite Pouse and 1l use this slatas W
his eormercizl presiize.

Ve, aEid a-ecaable to any recormendations ke "af be
requested -..p‘Jl::'T':; chicizens ta the vhite Hyise,
The chicken d in tha {roren food lockers at Caithers-
barz, a&nd eact ny ten i wrasped in plic-filnm, with the walzhd
and price taz, in order should ta placed a lew
drys in azva ing ¥r, Teisberg at Gaithersbarg 370-%-
to rake ceri uats sisck of proger size poultry is
avaziladle, call tie frozen Tood plznd ranazer and
zuthoirize him to cpen the welsberg locker upon arrival of the
wnite Fouse pick-up driver. The driver can select the crder

[u
CLSJ

5
from the stock will be ¢hecked by the plant manager for bpillinz.
This aposars to ‘ﬂe the best orocedure. IHowever, if desired, an
sppointaent cea be nzde with ir. "r‘sge“g to be at the plant 2t a
specified tims to assist ihe winite dousa driver in filling the
order,

¥r, and Nrs. velsberz and their empleyees have been c hecked
aczinst the files of the F3T, and a detailed resort on the ‘Veis-
Yerzs has been returaned, cozy of which asc-orpanies this report,
The I.llt.s of the Yontzorery County Police Departrent reflect no
regard of the Velstergs or their ernloyeces, riles of the
¥etropolitan Police Departaent, VWashingion, N, C., disclcse no
erirdnal record of any of the group, bat the Subversive fection
has redorits on iMr, Veisbterg wiich are ercomdassad by the 31 report,
Inspection of the frozen food locxers atv Caitheravarg hos teen
rade and tha personnel there appear o be of high level, Sanite-
tian condiiions zre excellent. The emzloyees have not been scresned

o dste, but this is in process end, in the event any Geraxz
1aformation is received, it will be the sabject of a supdlensntal
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The outward apgsaranca of th ‘ﬁeis‘aerg residence & 1d farm is very
unlempt. The ho.lse is uncomdleted and Mr. and Mrs. Yelsberz live znd work
in the basesent e eatire outside area is covered with litier of old

building mat&r"al, wheels, and junk of every description, The thoughi
oceurs 1o one that, if Weisberg would spend about one day cleaning up the
area arsund the house, it woiald look guiis presaatadle as the }:O‘P zelf
is lozzted in a raiier charming nataral sstiing.

‘-.l-
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The redoriing agents were g:*.'en a full tour of the fzrm by r. Veisberg
and the entire ope-ation from chick 1o Ifreszer was exlained to them.
¥, weisberz gets his chicks from Vaukesha, W ‘_sc..ns_-, and they are flowm
to r.ashgrr'c-o-., D. C., by air express .«.t. the aze of three days, FHe keeps
them in incudbators uniil sufficiently ratured, and they are fed very hish
quality fe=d 1:."_10}1 hc.s the scientiflic emorscmaqt oi the pouliry ex**e"‘t.s
of the University of Maryland. !r. Weisberg's chicken coops appear to
adequzte as to sw*act.x*e aad CapuCltV, and he uses a deep shredded sag
cane litter which is reconrended to give pouliry the cleanest and _.:Jst
sanitary livinz quarters. Mr. Weisberg uses controlled scientific i Teeding
vhich brings the birds very rajidly to maturity so that tenderness will te
retained with adeguzte size.

Fr. velsberz exlained that he kills tke chickens at various sizes ‘oo
satisfy individual cusitorer's cricrs, e stated that irs. Dulles alvay
orders a two pound dressed chi cM.., wihile ""ﬂ LaSzlle Du 3ois I‘LS»JLZI‘:..Lt
orders 3/l o 1-1/L puund birds for indiviZual serving, The nile birds are

cherically caponized by inserting a small pellet of cuc-thyl stilbesterol

at the bass of the :r.-_in. Tere hns been scme coniroversy cver this method

of capsnizing, but of tme University of ¥aryland, Division
of Fouliry Hasbendry, 558 258ertad b'.r...t the eating of this type of fcwl has

no deleiterious effect on hum=n besings,

st3 that his chickens are actually p"*aas_n.,-cq*ci'ens
pheasant, Thais statemenl is unegui .

J

h pk scally cdeniad
d absve, who says that large c:z:uroll~d experiments in
a

r

ished trat the contimuing strzin of phezsani characier-

=

isti ot be maintained in dj:i:st*c foxl. _d add, hovever,
thzt he has inszected and eatsn Ir, Welisberg's pouiily, =Iia ne Tregards
theee chickens as being very definitely a superior breed,

is chickens, they are nsst carefully
en right at his farm. Later, ik
C )

*®
transported to the Southsrn Stztes Cooperativs food locker zt Geithersarz,
Varvland, and plazced in Mr, ‘Jeisberg's privale locxer.
In resard to the lozlers, U=, “"2igber; retlains his p:srscnal key end
the plant razzger, 3-_, kas a key %o ithe vWeisberz locker,
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1y addition to a masier key which will osen 21} of the lockers at the plant,
i, Welste *g states that, in rost instances, he personally takes his orders
fram his s%ock zt the food locker and celivers them to his custarmers in
wasaington, D. C. FKowever, on certain occasions, he will call e

and anthorize hin to rglease an crder 4o a customsr who comes 12 Lug iy

personally,

Beckground of Mr, and Hrs,
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From this report, it has been ascertained that both ¥r. and Mrs, ‘elsberg
were forner Governmant emalojyees and each of them, during that iire, came
under scrutiny and invesiization as sncurlty risks, Mrs. YVeisberz was allegzd
t5 be a memter of three organizations which have been listed 1
under Presidential Txecutive Order 9835. These include the T

washingion Book Thop, and the Yas

-

Shoppers of Washinzton, the
for Dempcraiic Lciion,

¥r. Weisherz was
of ths LzFolletlte Cex
1533 21leceadly for le: i
ccnduct zlong subvers be bri ; 1Ty
service, wes exmdloyed by the 355. From there, he enlered the Stale Sezart-
ent in 1845 =nd was ermployed by then as a Eesezrch ;ra‘"et, szeelalising
in Latin Arerican coantr;,-, until 1747 when he, with nine others, wes dropped
zs a secarity risk, having bzen suspscied of comminism or conmmunistic

¥hen the inwestigating azents were interviewing Harold D. ¥eisbersg, he
voluntarily staied thzt he was a "Roosevelt Termocra t g1l New Dealer, ™ but
did not expand hiis political opinions othervise,




trat vz, weisberz's fanily has virtually ostracized ¥r. Welsberg and regard

A cEZ

hin as a radical.

ne thing was noied during the interview with all of the pzrsons who
were gqisstioned adout VWeisberg -- they all renzrked that Welsberz is very
proud of his clieatele and does not hssitate %o 1211 any visitors or cros-
nsetive custsmers that he is a purveyor o Hrs, John Fasler Talles aid
oiher proniuent perssns in washin

Tiles of tha Y. S. Civil Ssrvice Com=issiosn were reviewed, and no . T7ili:
cerczatory info..au_oﬂ was os-tained concerainz ¥, cor ¥ra, 2lisberz, TFiles
of the 78S were raviewed znd czatzined no derczatory infor-ation cscazeraing

o 3

Tngeérry wmsssmade at the gtate Departent, Securily Section, am
reported there that they had no file on ¥r, Weisbers.

Files of %the Montzomery Countiy Police and the Felropslitan Zolice
Deparirant, Washington, D, C., were checked, and no racord was disclosed
on ¥r, or ¥rs. ¥Yelsberg or their three employees.

¥ealth and Sanitation

erocessing of nouliry
canitary marasr.
ivision of Poalicy
¥y ¥y or TI. : v 4 asth stated that they
b¢vn visited Mr, Weishsrg's farm (nd, a8 Iir &S they can cdeterrine, adzmals
health and sznitation standsrds are malntained there in the pracescing of
the chickeng. 3oth of these gcnt‘e"=n state uJEt ¥r, lieisberg's pouliry
are superior in tasie, appearance, and packazing, and they recormend then

very hizhly. .

ne Yontgomery County Health Dezariment hzs no prﬁfL515n for the insps

s rz's fo0d pvocsss;nv Rowevsr, undsr Maryland Stzte law,
5t be inspested once a year, aad the Southsra Siazte

G;iths sturg would come within this ourview,

T

- insg
and has descrited 1
unusially kizh-type
manzgeT, ¥wao stated t
his dealings at the ihdne
rezzrding veisberg eg, Insc 3
poulisy is concerce pagrz=es a2 very Iine
chicken, and he is ¢ ine good healia
slzndards in prepar
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From the system used Gy lr. Velsherz in marzeting his chickens, it
is desired that any order placed with hin '-Jy the white Zouse de telephonad
residence, Saitnersuur dnang

3¢%-1-5, at lzust & week in a2
stock of the degired si
h €

)

: ave an adszquale sto ze of
on hznd, Airranger=ivs shsuld ba ~zis Vo have the vhite Zoise pic
driver zo tz he Douthera Tilates (ooperaiive frorzen food lochers
burg a=d obtzin the crier therse Jryr Ve snen stock, He will be
by the plunt meucger, [ir TR i’l have bzen 2a:r
the ordar by !r. wWeisbsrz. _" Gecived, aszoiniment can be n=de a2
the order is plazced o have | e driver at the T
locker to zscist him in se lectius 'the OTGET .

Narmes and adiressas of ik e ernployces of the uo.Lt‘lem Ztaies Cooperative
have been subzitted to the Federal Zurean cf Inves tigation and the House
Un~-Ansrican !tctivities Committee for nase checks., In the event any derozz-
tory infermztion is developed, 4.’(. will be the subject of a susolenental

repart.



