LI - Withholdings in C.4.75=1996 and re my PA requests 3 3/20/73

received, in stages but still incompletely, false rocords generated by the
fBI after I reported what Stoner had teld me zhout IBI infermers trying to induce nim
to acts of racial violence. Complisnce is incomplete under both requests. Secveral of
the recoerds only were deliversd by the FBI, including an Internsl Seeurity Yiviasicn
memo, No records were providei from the files of those to whom cepies were sent. I have
not received reaponse to my repeated requests for full ceonplisancze. Thers has bean no
action of which I ar sware on the apceal,

After receiving the original rscords and being shock-d at what the FEI had done

I went throusgh my own rzcords, because I remembered the corruped incident clearly, and
sent the FBI (dohn “zrtingh) contemporaneous records proving that the 78I had fabricated
what it then disseminated, as I recall %o all the AGs and Deputies thersafter ia cone
nection with my POIA reguests. I believe that this fabrication was instrumental in the
Department's dscigion, whish is apparent, to endorse the FEI's decision not to comply
with my reguests. L know that once I started proving that all the #Bl's vicious records
relating to me wers entirsly false or deliberately distorted ths providinz of records
cessed entirely, Since then I have provided repeated proofs of the ewistence of records
that a ter gring on three yesrs remain withheld.

The stteched story frem today's Washington Post bears on all of this. Tt recounts
that the FEI had responsibility for the assaults on Freedom Riders in Alsbamba.

(Parenthetically, a former netwomk revorter told me late last night, when we were
discuscing other matters, that two years sgo his nctwork knew the story of FBI Informer
Rowe and of t-¢ then ongoing police investigetion snd opted not %o report or look inte ite)

Because + believe all of this is relevant to non-complisance I edd more information
for the Shea office and for any use you consider proper in court in C.4. T5-1995,

4t the time there was s federal neutrality act indictment for planned invasion eof

“aiti, about the summper of 1969, “i1 and I were in Washington. We had stopped off to
vieit with friends, Lowds and Digns Hevermam, louie wasw the builer for the late Lily
Vogel {4 Lewisohn quite a social Tigure in Washington, well connected politic zally)
and Dians the seerstary. Actually, ther were much more becayse the old lady required

much locking after and protection, as did her family. When Louics referred to the cure
rent news of the indictment I told hiw of having tapsd intorviews with Hemming and
Howard in which they laid out their plams for invading Haiti. Mouis suggested that I
tell BJ, 9o £ used his phone %o call Criminal Division, which appeared to be z bit
excited. It asked me tovwa:lt a callback, When they did call they asked me to koep a
2 peme appointment at ISD, “41 snd I did. Ceutrary to whet the FSL'a fictions say the
lawyer I spoke to was excited and asked if he could come up on “onday. I had told him
the loeal A4 could hawe whatever I had hecause the stuff was not confidential but he
gaid he wsmted to come upe. L kmew none of the details of the indictment se I asked for
a copy of it, In the course of this, becausc the Stener cell was then recent, I slso
told ISD tha* the, Department should b- gware of the gets of FHEI informers as represented
to me by Stoner. Tlus, of course, wWwas befors we knew there was such an incredible opara-
tion as Cofntelprd.

There is little doubt in my mind that the vigor and sxtremiiy ofathe FEI's resction
sccounts for the ISD lawyer ncver coming and that to protect Cointelpro it had to take
some asuch extreme course as its vicious fabibsations about me,

The zassing of time has not relisved what bothesrs the I3I because for part of
the period of thewe extreme activities in 3irmingham and Alabaila Clarence Xelley was )
340 there. From thers, as I racll, he want to “smphis, pr the other way arcund, ss 34a0.)



What this story includes about Bugene Bull Vonnor also is not new. Whas it neang
is that the men who was lstsr bead of the FEl hed to have had involvemonts with Connor,
Kelley was Director at the times the 1966 case was filed ead during its emrlier stages.

Connor was investigoted by the Sennte somudttes for uhlch I woried in 1077, Az 1
now recall the rclevant festimeny is in the third velume of learioczs asg frintes them,
The investisation was of he bratal, olisdat fatal flogsi s of 2 ool e wofosser
named Joe Gelders, Gelders was for educating blacks and other sizilar subversiens,
Connors, as 1 now wecall, thom was ¥reotow of secarity or whotever they sSalled +he =
chief cop of a U.S.8teel subsidiary, Tennessee Coal & Iron. His major function was to
prevent unionization. Comner was responsible for this and other flogeings add I belizve
was a sadistic participant. lu any event, %here was no secret from anyone in the
4aladgza FUI about Consor's past, regardles:s of whet he was ap to contemyoranscunly,

ds the Post story shows, the FEI wes woriing with such seople during the Precw
dow Rides. Actually, from what Stoner told me and sinee nzg beon partly coalirmed,
it wes worse. The FEI was glving such stuff to A1 Linge, thun head of ho Alabame
Hgiway patrol or whatever the State police is 2zlled, He also was a virulint racist,
He wng friendly with Stoner. So he showed Stoner the FEI revortds oo him, ool sade
identification of the YEi'y informers siuple for Stoner.

i f

“nd 2l of these orogle were very mich involved in opersiions agminst Ling as
well as investigntions relating %o the acsassinstion. THEI and local police both,

{If the figleafl of Hoover's diatribe agminst King is true, that most southemn
Sis were not southewrn born, it is irrelewant becouss they wers antieblack, which was
?3.114?% boint, }

It is qy recol_coidon thsl thers arve larywe and sigmTicens vpidz in the records
from the Bimminghen and Atlants Pield Offfces. The PU1 had both frow Hude and from what
he published what Ray had written Buie viz Arthur Hones, Hui. gave the FEL what he &d
ot publish, “his ic to say information from Ray that was mot in Jogke. One example is
of cument iaterest firws may's testiveny Lelore (he tguse sgssesinge +iis sxXmunle
is that the man he calls Rsoul {(he calls him Rpual jwas rezistered at the Travelodoe
hotel in Binmdnghar. I recall no inmvestigation to ideatiry thd. psrsen or his vehiole,
“ilewise in New OUrleans, there was investization of Raul Besquivel for periods of tims
when loy was znot in Hew Urlsuns, noi when Hay was there. lnow my rgperting of Esouivel
i Frogge-Up is accurate in that it recounts precisely what “erry ohen had from Charlie
~tein, Howeverp Stein uiu net level Pully with Cohene He did not et she phone pumber
whent he sav Ray uce a pay phone en route to N.U. from Los Angeles. he got the phone

aber from Ky in Lay's own writing wken, as vou krew tyrically for Ray, Ray wrote a
number for Steln on the back of that alip of paper. o records provided relate to any
Esguival investigation as of that period of time or when Ray lster retimed on the
trip on which ping was xilled. Yel ihere had beem oivil rights complaints made asainst
Ssquivel, @ Slote trooper. (b possibility of & link similar o those in 4lcbame carmot
be entirely igaowed if ihere is no proof of it., similar incidents were plentiful in La.,
WOere amon. Lhose not voinvred Uy the FBL were the Leander levezes.jo wums xecorinnie
cated over them.)

S0, I beclieve there i s FBI motive for its continued withhelding, which extends
te the Depariment.

It mey interest you to know that it was abou: ihc time of the Geldezs/Con .or
hearing that Auso Blaeck's aiate:j,"‘ irginia Durr beceme Llot:nsdly interested in the
comdttee's work. She attended the bearings, read the salley preofs and asiked me to
explain thic meaning of heardugs aluest daily aiter they ecnded. She was the driving
force beldnd the anti-poll tax drive. She wanied me to head that zroup. I ovted instoad
for the anti-lasi work, @speciasiy on carvels, that L cid in that veriod after ths
comnitiee. Her hmsband, the late CLiFT Dury, was invelvec with fing ana wasfosa Park's
woite lawyer. CLiff broke with Truman over the "loyelty” prosrais and returned to Ala,
to represent elients who had trouble zetting lawyers.



FBI Knew Policeman Was Leak

By Paul agnub:,on
Special to The Washington Post

DETROIT—The FBI supplied infor-
mation on the progress of two bus-
loads of Freedom Riders through the
South in 1961 to the Birmingham,
Ala., police department even though
it knew the department had been in-
filtrated by the Ku Klux Klan, accord-
ing to FBI documents released to the
American Civil Liberties Union.

Shortly before klansmen inter-
cepted and burned one bus and se-
verely beat passengers on the other,
the chief of the Birmingham FBI bu-
reau called a known klan agent in the
police department to tell him of the
exact location of the buses, the docu-
ments show.

Although more than a dozen mem-

bers of white hate droups were even-
tually charged in connection with the
violence that day, the policeman pass-
ing information to the klan was never
charged,

The FBI documents were released to
ACLU attorneys for Walter Bergman,
who says he was left partially para-
lyzed by the beating he received May
14, 1061, at the hands of the KKK in
Anniston, Ala., 50 miles east of Bir-
mingham.

Bergman, 78, a former Wayne State
University professor and Detroit
school board offieial, is suing the FBI
for $1 million for allegedly failing to
prevent the Klan violence,

The 3,000 pages of FBT letters,

memos and teletypes clearly show that

the FBI knew that Sgt. Thomas Cook,
of the BPD intelligence branch, was
passing information on the activities
of the civil rights workers directly to
the top leadership of the klan.

An FBI informant who infiltrated
the klan identified Cook and then Bir-
mingham Public Safety Director Eu-
gene (Bull) Connor as conspiring with
klan leadership to arrange for an at-
tack on the Freedom Riders as their
buses pulled up.

Connor reportedly told the klan
leaders that police would not be pres-
ent at the Greyhound and Trailways

bus terminals and that police would

allow klansmen 15 to 20 minutes to
beat the civil rights workers,

Light sentences were promised for
any klansman caught afterwards, ac-
cording to the informant, Gary
Thomas Rowe Jr., who was the FBI's
chief informant in Alabama from 1960
to 1966.

Connor, according to Rowe, told
klan officials to beat the Freedom
Riders “and make them look like a
bulldog got a hold of them.”

In fact, news accounts and FBT re-
ports show that when the Trailways
bus arrived at the Birmingham termi--
nal, no police were present. Klansmen
attacked civil rights workers, news

to Klan on Freedom Riders

photographers and reporters, beating
them with chains, pipes and baseball
bats.

Earlier that day, klansmen inter-
cepted the Greyhound bus at Anni-
ston and set it on fire. Freedom Rid-
ers on the Trailways bus, including
Bergman, were also beaten. The Trail-
ways bus was allowed to continue to
Birmingham after the black passen-
gers agreed to sit in the back.

Freedom Riders were beaten again
in Birmingham. Rowe, the FBI's infor-
mant, was cut across the throat dur-
ing the fighting. Police made no ar-
rests at the scene.

Because of Rowe’s double agent

role, the FBI knew at least 10 days be-
fore the attack in Birmingham that
Sgt. Cook was a klan agent, Cook was
instructed by Imperial Wizard Robert
Shelton to travel to Anniston to watch
for the buses and to notify the Bir-
mingham klan of their progress, Rowe
told the FBI.

Instead, Cook relied on the FBI to
keep track of the buses.

An FBI spokesman refused com-
ment on the charge.

Rowe's work as an FBI informant is
the subject of a claim against the FBI
for $2 million by the ACLU and the
family of slain civil rights worker Vi-
ola Liuzzo.

Rowe was in the car from which the
shots that killed Liuzzo were fired. He
surfaced from his undercover FBI
role to testify in the trials of three
klansmen, who were eventually con-
victed of violating Liuzzo's eivil
rights. The three were sentenced to 10
years.

Alabama authorities have recently
reopened the investigation to deter-
mine if Rowe also fired shots info the
Liuzzo car.

The Justice Department is also in-
vestigating whether Rowe was an
agent provocateur, helping to plan the
klan violence that he reported on to
the FBIL




