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IV, INVES'TIGATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING'S DEATH
BY [1iE FRI

A. Adecuacy of the Investigation

My reading of the assassination investigation leads me
to ccnclude that the Bureau's investigation was comprehensive,
thorough and professional. Every conceivable lead seems to
have been pursued. Great numbers of persoms who werc known to
dislike blacks weras checked out as suspects. All Bureau field
offices were put on alert to participate in the investigation
and each SAC was held personally responsible for seeing that
leads in his area were run down. 1 have talked with three
attornays who, at various times, had responsibility for moni-
toring the luvestigation and all are satisfied that thas FBI
had nothing to dc with Martin Luther King's assassination. ()

B. Indicztions of  Bureau Involvement in the
Assassination

“ There are none with the exception of the COINTE»P10

. ectivity of prorosing that a blind memorandum be sent to a

“izaphis peper co ewbarraus xing Into moving ilave s Lorcainz

 Hotel where he was shot. That has been inves:igated previouzi
204 its purpes2 is subject to a different interpretaticn, dis-
cusscd balcw<84

Evidancz exists that the FBI was not involvad in ¥ingis
assagsination. On April 2, 1558 Attorney General Ramnsey Clark
turned down an FBI raquest to tape the telephones of SCIC ia
Atlantz and Washington to léarm about plans for the Pocr
People's Campalgn. This requast indicates that the F3I expected
no .change in SCLC's (and King's) plans. The attempt to dis-
credit King by planting an embarrassing story in the Memphis
papers indlecates a continuation of thz Bureau's campaiga against
King. Logie suggasts that the last thing J. Edgar Hoover wented
was to make King a martyr, thereby enhancing his Image., This
runs counter to years of effort by the F3I to discredit and
neutralize ¥ing. Finally, the investization was so massive and
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