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Information requests of Department of Justice by Harold Weisbersg

This 1ist iz not inelusive. There 1s a flle of corrsspondence
more than an inch thiek I have not yet been able to go over. I racall
none of my many checks not being cashed. This 1ist includes 29 reguests,
not counting the many duplleations of some of them. When with regzard
te one of these there was sn exchange of more than 40 letters during
my repetitien of that one request, 1f the actual number of repetitions
are counted, there were 1n excesa of 100 requests with virtually total
noncompliance,

Four of these earliasr r equests sre for inforration in the King
assassinstion. My requests represented in C€.A, 79-1996 are not in-
¢luded in this listing, There has not besn compliance with any of
these four requests or a later, relevant one.

One of these reguests was complied with after elght years cf
effort by me. After six years there was partial complianee with that
request by another agency. The Departmant 3till has and stlll with-
holds relevant records, some of whieh I have obtainsd from a noneofficial
source, which gives me personal bnowledge.

In two ecasea2 there was inconmplete compliance.

In three c¢zaes the records sought were clailmed pot to exist.

In at least two this 13 proved to ks false.

In one case ons pieture I have sought for more than seven years
was released to another. It 1s more than three months since my pro-
tests. There has been no reszponse and no compliance - after slmost

elght years, despite release.

1966
May 23, for speetrographie analysis JFX assassination. 35till

in litigatien.

1367

July 10, for FBEI presz rolease. Thls prssa release rslated to
my second book, unpublished at the time the press releass waa issued,
Additional roguests of f'our different Attoerneyz CGensral on Junuary 1,
1962, June 2, 1269, August 13, 1973, and Septemder 27, 1975. Obtained
Cetober 17, 1975,



1368 .
September 1%, repetition of January 11, 1967, request of
Jational Archives for Department of Justice records on David W. Ferrie.
After an exchenge of not fewer than k&4 requests and letters, after invo-
cation of (b)(7), incomplate compliance Demerler 21, 1970. TFothing

since then.

1969

e

ISR

January 1, FBI photes, reports filled, not given to Warren Com-
. mssion, taken by Moorman, Powell, Doyle mand Martin. Number of repeti-
tions of this request. They include WDSU and WWL news film. Ko
comnpliange.

January 1, fingerprint on leaflet supposedly talken from Lee
Harvey Oswald. Uot Oswald's print. Number of repetitions of this
request. Never provided.

Mareh 2%, King assassination avidénce, ineluding balllstics,
material given other writers, crime scene pictures. ¥Not complied with.

Maren 30, refererce to my Janusry ¥@quest for "emoracdum of
Transfer® of JFK agsassination evidenes. ™I have writton many times,”
meaning to Archives, for what "I belleve cannot properly he denied me.V
Farlier the Seeret Serviece, the agency of paramount interest, had glven

e .

: thisg record to we. It was intercepted by thes Archlves and the Depart-
i ment of Justice and was denled me, despite many efforts and letters,
E until I was about to file a complaint., While other relevent records

remain withheld from me, the mewo was sent on March 28, 1975.

March 31, King evidenece, press statements on case.

April 23, above repeated.

June 2, above repeated.

June 2, working papers of pansl of experts who had mwade a secret
exapination of the JF& antopsy film and whose report had been released,
Within a year I mads at leazt a dozen efforts to obtain thess records.

I have found that many letters. Filled several DJ 118 formaz. Eventually
I was told, not by the Department, that these records hed heen destroyed.

Hovember %, request for records on "a missile” recovered during

JFL autopay.
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1970
April 22, request for color picturss of JFi's clothing showlng

damage, other than those given Warren Commlssion. When I went to court
and only then was peruitted to see some of these pletures, the reason
became apparent: some of the evidenca had been destroyed, particulary
by the unknotting of the necktie after the Warren Commission used that
knot as evidence. lNo compliance.
May 16, enother repetition of the Ferrie request. Withheld
wnder (b)(7) June 12, 1970. ILater, hcomplete compllance.
May 16, two DJ 112 forms with checks totallpgz $15, neither
aver providad:
1) Pieture of "wissle" recovered during JFE sutopsy;
2) PBecords om chein of possession, procecsing of JFE auwtopsy film.
June 2, not then an FOIA request, protest to Attorney Cenmeral
over reports FBI agents were intruding into my life and work. REeferred
te¢ Directer, FBI, none of whem ever responded, even with _pro forma
denlal.
September 15, FBI reports re Romnie Caire. GEventually I was

told what has to be false, that Calre was not interviewed by the FBEI, It

had represented to the Warren Commission that it had investigated all of
Oswald's New Orleans Job applications. Oswald had applied to Ceire, who
had a public relations ageney and was active in Cuban endeavors in ap-
parent viclation of the neutrality act. Caire's address was masked in
Osvald's adéressbook.

September 15, resubmitted request on Oswald leaflet and finger-
print, as asked by Deputy's office, ¥ith check., After a number of other
lettersz the denial was affirmed by the Attorney General December 1k,
1970. As & result the 1dentification of an associete of Uswald remainsg
unkrown. This leaflet was obtained bty the HNew Orleans police frowm scme-
one other than Oswald who wvas handing out Cswald's leaflets whilae
pleketing the carrier Wasp.

Decembar 2, renewal of regquest of January 1, 1969, for photos
and film turned over to FBI and pot glven te Warren Ccommission by it.
Also ask for copies of reports filed by and about Powell. This was
represented by Mr. Lesar as oy first request because I then had not
located that of Jaauary 1, 196¢. Finally, on March 17, I was told what
iz falee, that the filw was 211 returnsdé to those who bad taken it. OF
the Martin film, it "was viewed by the Hew Orleans office ... returnad
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+++ The photograph (sie) taken by lr. James W. Powsll, Special Agent,
Feglon II, l1ll2th INTC, Army Intelligence Corps, Dallas, Texas, was
ret@rnsd bo lr. Powell on June 20, 1964." I hdd interviewed Hartin and
Doyle and bean told by both that edited coples of their movies showing
Oswald leafleting and bveing arreated in Hew Orleans had been given to
them instead of the originmals. Hartin, who lived in Minnsapolls, gave
nis f1lm to the Miuneapolls fleld office, not the Hew Jrleans [leld
office. I have a copy of ithe copy returned to Martin. Feither of these
films had been glven to the Warren Commission. It was not told they had
been oblalned. It was not even told of Martin's existence. Despite my
mazing the initial request Jamuwary 1, 1949, and the cashing of my 1970
chieck, one Powell pleture was released bto another im 1975. It was pub-
lished in 1378. Director Kelley has not responded to my letter of preo-
test of June %, 1976, and I have never been provided with a copy or the
relevant reports. The Army replied by telling me both do not exist.,
Yo complianca.

December 7, for coples of what had been referrred to the Attor-
ney Gsnseral, sworn statements of pathologlsts and neurologists swpporting
the Warren Commission, Thers were nearespouses and appeals. The last
racord I have found is zy reguest of the Attoraey (enerasl that he answer
ny letters on this, Neither he nor his guccessors have,

Decenber 23, amended September 15, 1970, requests, Caire and
leaflet fingerpriat. (Repeatsed again on March 28 and April 13, 1971.)

i571
January %, "list of what your Dapartment has released" other-

" wise "it 13 necessary to po to the Archives and examine sach page sepa-

rately.” March 16, Deputy repllied this “"is not ona {(question) of ob-
taining infermation under the Fresedom of Informastion Act.” I have never
been provided with these lists, which are public raecords. A3 a result
it has been impossibla for me tc examinae the relesszed records hecause

of the cost in time and money. The Archives has refused my prepaid re-
quest to provide me with coples of all JFK asgsassination rescords as they
&re released.

February 17, repeated Jusnuary % request

Mareh,28, repeated Januurg 4 request

PppdlTly, £iled new BT 113 form on January 4% reguazt with protest
ovaer delays.



e i g

it
g‘

i —

R R T Y e g

February 17, renewed request for pletures showing damage to

JFK clothing.

Mareh %, filed new DJ 118 form on renswed request of February 17
igne 25, Deputly rejected Juns 28. After five years no responss to
appeal.

Mareh 28, new DJ 118 form on Calre request of January 1, 1969,
and September 15, 1970.

April 13, repeated ahove request.

Hareh 28, new DJ 118 form on Oswald leaflet-fingerprint request
of January 1, 1969, repsated September 15, 1970C.

April 13, repeated above.

July %, request for eopy of indictment of lew Orleans Listriect
Attorney Jim Garrisen.

December 1%, repeated request of July % for Carrison indict-
rent. Not provided. Coples of sttached affidaviis only provided.

1272

June 7, request "for access to publie information, the part of
those files* reported in the Yew Orleans Iimes-Picayuns "that relate to
Pershing Gervais. That he 1s an informsnt iz not secrat, nor is what he
414, or his subsequent history, which both he and the Depertment havs
publicized extensively." (As an informant Gervails, formerly close to
Garrison, had himself wired with a bug and his phone e¢alls tapsd in an
unsuccessful entrapment effort. CGarrison was acqultted.)

September 18, Deputy refused June 7 request while acknowvledging
it is for “publie information.” Instead of providing them, he referred
me to the Distriet Court in Few Orleans for records it did not have.
(But the Deputy did send me a copy of the speeeh by the Attorney Ceneral
to the bar assoeiation.) Ko compliance.

273"

July 28, Appeals of denials of two items of Watergate evidence

August 13, entered inte the records of two diffsrent ecurts. My
earlier requests of the United States Attormey for the Distriet of Coluum-
bla and the Watergate Special Prosecutor had been denled on the ground
that what had been entersd into evidence and reprinted; ineluding in
facsimile, was an "investigatory file.” There has been no response to
any appeal. I have not found the original request and another appeal.
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1975

October 27, repeated January 1, 1969, and later requests for
the Doyle, HMertin and other filus. So compliance,

October 27, repeated verbal request of March 18 for coples of
records relating to a S$i1lvershirt plot to overthrew the United States
Government. These were not returned after I gave scme to the FBRI THE
end of 1933 or early 1940. Te Jume Lk, 1976 I wrote four additonal
letters. Ho compliance.

Getober 27, request for copies of FBI HQ filss on Lee Harvey
Oswald. do emplianece,

October 27, repeatsd request of April 22, 1970, and later for
color pictures of JFKX elothing. In response Director Kelley wrote ne
February 13, 1976, saying they wers running more than three months lats.
This was then more than three months. It 1s now 11 months and there has
been no compliance. My request was then six years old.

Cetober 27, request for files on me. Ho compliesnce,

Novamber 28, above request repeated. It was pretended that I
had not filed this requsst wniil Director Eelley admitted finding it in
hls letter of Yebruary 13, 1976. Uo compliance.

December 20, request for sclentific tests related to the murder
of Dalles poliee efficer J. D. Tippit. lo comliance.

2376

January 30, rsquest for list of all my Tequests because soms
have not been acknowledged. Ne compliance.

February 20, request for all inforeation on the late J. A.
Eilteer. (Th is follews up on requests of the Nationel Arvehives for
what had been withheld at the reguest of the FBI. When it was finslly
released 1t did not include what the Depariment had not given to the
Warren Commission. Tnils ineludsd a 1963 tape recording made by and later
disclosed by the Miami police. I obtained s partial transeript from the
filaml Btate's Attermey. The police said they had given the taps to ths
FBI. The taps includes detalls of threats againgt Dr. King and how he
and JFK would be ¥illed., The tape was exactly as the Warren Commission
Jater sald JY¥K was killed.) No cowpiiance.
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June 19, my FOIA/PA appeal to Levl on "the denlals of the various
FOIA/PA requests with whiek there has been no compliance." Fo response.

July 1%, the above requested repeated by certifled meil, Ho.
898596, No response although I have since written Hr. Quinlan Shea.
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I delayed the appesls for twice the time Director Xelley had
said responses were ruaning late, until as long as the longest public
statenemt of this tiwe. Although response to sppeal 13 required in 20
days, in three months there has not been even acknewladgment of receipt
of the mppeals. Thase appeals cover requests golng back to September
1%, 1968, eight years.

The 1966 reguest is still under litigation.

The 1967 regusst was flpally eomplied with inm 19575.

there was ohly pertisl complisnce witlh the Ferrie rejquset of
September 1%, 1968. Awonpg the records still withheld I know of FBI
reports that Ferrle was engaged 1n running gung to Cuba and similar en-
deavors. The FBI wads thece avﬁilabla to a privataAdefectiva agency,'“
to ny knowledge. This private agency was run and owped by fermsr ¥FLI
agents.

Using the Ferrie request as an illusiration, these records
whieh d1d mot qualify for withholding wers withheld under the privacy
exemption. Those records subseguently released te me 4o not gualify for
this exemption. The apparent reason was offieial embarrassment. TFerrle
died within weeks of my first request. He had Leen dsad Tor 1q&onths
at the time of this regquest. He was wmarried., He laft no ehlldren.
¥hat could have gualified for the privacy exemption was withheld from the
Warren Commliezsion. It is Ferrle'’s racord of sex offenses agalnst young
boye. (It was not released to me. I have other proofs., There was
relavence in this and witn regard to the other withheld Ferrie records
in the Warren investigation.) However, where politieal purposas were
served by 1t, wedleal and other similar records, including of alleged
homosexuallity, were released to me, through ths Archives. Ihey are not
included 1in the above list. I have nslther used nor diastributed coples.

In earlisr junastzress, where there hiad besn ne withholding, I censored
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what I used to overcome the Lepartmentis lack of gerulne conecern over
euthentic rights Vo privacy. One exmmple 1s in my bool, Cswnld in Hew
Orlesans, dating to early 1967. It also ineludes accurate reporting of

the sex charges sgainst Ferrls. One of the Departmentis resl reasons

for withholding Ferris rscords 1s the cozy relationship he had with the

21 in Yew Orleans. The MBI withhield ite kmoviedge of where he was at

the time JFE was Xilled. He and 8A Regls Xemnedy were both in attandance
upon the federal district court. 0A Xennedy's report - delayed a week -~
does not includs this information. Ferrie was also & participant in
anti-Garrison pariies in the F3I's Hew Orleans Field O0ffice. I have the
notes of other particlpants, reporters. The Departwment appears not to
have informed the Warren Commission that as the investigator for the de-
fense 1n its alfort to deport Carlos Marcello, reputed top Haifia figure,
Ferrie conducted the investigatlon that defeated depertatlon. There is
mich more that is relevant to Ferrie and the Department's continued with~
holdings. I eite this merely as s means of attributing motive and showing
that the sxemption was invoked without zny justification and why there has
not been compliance. '

The still-withheld phatographs ame another sxample.

The Army intelligence agent, Powell, was confined in the Texasz
Senool Book Depository Bullding for some time. Ne enbtered it before it
was sesled. Prior to entering it, he took at lesst one picture, the ovne
relaased to anothar years after the denlal to me, It shewp the front of
that building immediately after the shooting. It was not in the Warren
Commission files of pilectures. The reports agent Powell filed also ape
not. He wasz 1n thetl bullding wilth & losded 35mwm csmera.

The relevence of the Doyls and Martin films 1s eobvious. They
show the Oswald arrest. The Martin film also shows s different view of
Oswald thah other pictures. Taken from over his right shoulder he looks
entirely differsnt. It shows the other particlusnta In the Tracay that
Qawald Aid not astart. It also sghows what ean be taker as a man giving a
gignal.

Hy information on the withheld originals o the WDSU-IV footage
of Oswald's deweoastration sutsids the Few Orleans Internationsl Trade Mart
Building, which to my Imowledge housed CIA cover operations, comas fronm
the then nows director of that station. He loaned me the copy of his
footage that the FBI returned sfiter horrowlng 1t immediately sfter the JFEL
fsszssination. He guve me permiasion to reprodues 4t subject to normel
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restrictions of nonpublic use without permission. I do have this copy.
The refusal basdd on WDSU copyright is spurious. The real reason is
that the FRI edited material out of that film prior to making and return-
ing the copy. This information comes additionally from the man who was
publie-relations director of the Trade Kart. He and the news director
previeved the originel footage before lending it to the ¥BI, as soon as
Oswald's nawe was mentioned from Pallas. He was in the eriginal foot-
&ge. He i3 eliminated from what the FRI returned to WDSU. Alse in that
now missing footage was another Oswald assoclate. UEe and the publie-
relations director wers both eliminsted. Seventeen still prints were
made from the WDSU footage immedlately, before the FBI obtained 1%,
They were mada by the photographer, Johann Fush., I bave ' IYBI reports
reflacting the showing of up to six of these st a time to those it in-
tervisved. The Werren fopmissien files contain a tetal of enly two of
these. £ third that may appear to be from the WDSU footage actually
comes from that of WWL, whieh also made 1ts footage avallaitls to we.
Confirming the abeve, I finally was able to persuade the Socret Serviee
to deposit its copy of the remaining WDSU footage in the Nationsl Ar-
ehivss, It reguirad a major effort by me over some period of dime to
obtain a copy of the captien by the Hecret Service. I says the Tilm
shows Oswald and fwo others engaged in that leafleting, The romaining
film, nowevsr, ineludes only ene other, Charles Hall Stesele, Jr, I
atervieved ¥r. fteale on tape. He also said there was another man in
the film; & man he did not know, a man not now in it.

This doss pot exhaust my persanal knowledge of this still-dsnied
film. I interd it gs= hearing on motive for withhelding wvhat 1s not with.
in any exemption of the fet.

I can do this with just sbeut every item in these requests, in
each ease indicating motive for wilhholding.
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