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4lso in today's mail is the enclomed copy of a few York Times 3/15/76 story
beaded “F.B.I. Is Mestroying (riminel Files on Casea Closed for Five Years.,”

I am apuealing the destruction of any files that can possibly include records I
reguested so long ego, rucorde tho existencs of which I bave called to the Departusnt's
attention over a loag perdod of time.

In this convectlon I call te your attention the first threes poragraphs in 2articular,
They dvsiribe a situation that tits the records that have been withbeld froc we.
Crindnal suspdoions were fsbricated to provide a cloak of legitimacy,

I do hope you will take ateps to assure that there are no destructions until all
these natiers are resclved.
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WASHINGTON, March 14—The Federal , of the bureau, and had decided to purge
| Bureau ¢f Investigation, over the objec- | its criminal files as well. -
: tions{of some of its-agents but with the| “Five years from now, we'll have to
; consent{of the National Archives, has start all over agaln,” he predicted. “It
. begun 0 destroy the inactive criminal |will be like' 1957.” There'll be another
files:in ifs field offices of cases that have | Apalachin - and nobody. will kilow who
been;closed for five years, - = .4 .. |they are.” His refererice was to a meeting
The policy, which was approved by the |of alleged organized crime figures at
bureau’s; executive conference about four |private residence in upstate Apalachin,

months hgo, calls for the destruction of |N.Y., in 1957. PRyt L S
all criminal files in the 59 field offices,| Others in the bure u-disagree, and one
providing that the case has been closed |senior official suggested privately that *
for fivefyears, the subject of the file is|the bureau might be better off if many
not idered a threat to “national se-|of-its files were -'burned before they're X
curity” fand the subject does not have mﬁl.’r:ﬂmr st::ﬁ:-;ﬂ% five yu“t;v i
an i inst' r. Awe: at because on
Socompat. T, Ponding againet the  VF. Sers suid thit destroyed there
mmw the F.BI. agent wh cumer. | WOuld still be ‘records at headquarters
e o -l 828Nt Who Super- |that would contain summaries of any
visey the management of its 7,000 fite| “substantive” . iformation. that was in
cabinets,of records, said today that mate- | them. e Tl R
rial 'of Substance would ‘stil] be' on file| Several bureau-sources said that a rea-
at bpreiu headquarters here iy Washing- |50 for the decision way that a number
ton and: that most of the material to be g wgm-twdmbfsun avil !;“'t’ lgn;;s;
destroyed would be “unfounded allega-| 8,4 t};“&}'ﬂm’l}’g o A
tiong that never resulted in Federal viola- | 22der; the: it the

: to obtain mformation that,the bureau had,
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P Mg o o pravad. ey i [on file.on them.y 8{GEI V. aex T
d, 3: ¥ Overreaction Is Sean - 7% Me{ Awe,. however,” sald., it was
W i, BN Lo ! gt more ¥4 routine , management “decision.
Af number “of agentsi*sald privately, |/‘We're trying to manage these files; and
however, that agents working on organ: it becomes . aymatter of cost.effective-
fecyerime cases were concerned that jns|ness," he 'said®¢It becomes:a¥matter of, *
formatidn’ they considereds, important to{ using- resources’ to- maintain? files:'when
the b 'S, monitoring’ of:crimina) or- you don’t ‘need access to them anymore.”
ganizations.could be lost! " £nE3 0t could: not 'be learned immediately

7+ We're retreating full blast,” said one; |how: many files are. scheduled ' to be “de-
wha!did not want to he quoted by name. |stroyed under.the.new policy; which bu-
He ;;:xgegud that the bureau:had acted |reau officials said was not challenged by,
prop Elg'i_'m deciding to' limit;its so-called | the Department of Justice. A burean offi.|
“internal security” investigations, which |cial said the usual method for destruction.
°“3-f°5°"=~‘-d on fringe palitical groups, | was - shredder, ' incinmr.o:._ur_;chetmcnl

but Jhad “overreacted to criticism lagent. i IR g




