Senator Charles lathias it. 12, Frederick, ld. 21701
Senate Office 5ldg. 12/24/76
washington, U.C.

Ele—.;r Lac 1

#e¢ reac the rost's account of your excellent logislative proposals and received the
first of the spook recordas on me both yesterday. Lil marked one provision of the Post
story &= she rea: the paper to ve sure I did not mies it. It is the proposal to require
warrants grior to examining bank, credit or telsphone records, 1 have Just lsarned what
uages me believe you might want to oroaden this. In fact, if you'd like, I'd like to
discuss these privacy proposals with your staffer to whom you have assizned this. I would
aleo meke these records available for that purpose.

For some time I have felt that when such records came to the Church cemzittee they
influenced you. This was because there was a time when I'¢ write aiid say the letter
required no response but you always would, Then there were no responses. The Senate
hearings 1 was promised did not come, I wrote and asked and I never heard. If I am not
wistaken I elso asked for a copy of the J.Sdgar Yocver memo to the LEJ White House on
those who had written books opposing the Warren Heport. I know I wrote o other Hembers
on this, particularly Schweiker and dart. I'm prettv sure “hurch and “ondale. I ssiked
for a copy with all other names mesked, 1 never Zot one frem any of you.

If one can never know what can be fabricated I do know what can be said, what can
ve exaggerated, what can be twisted and how the spooks work. I have Just received a prime
gxauple. It is no problem as:uring you that I have never been & Comrumist or belonged to
any Commumist front, things like that. Maybe ('ve known a dozen Comzunists in wy 63 years,
& few Trotekyites and many more of the extreme right. 1 do not regard it as reprehensible
to have besn an unpaid Sritish sgent not only before rearl Hertom but during the days of
the lazi~-Boviet pact. I take soue satisfaction from the fact thsi virtuslly alli of my
gocial beliefs that were minerity views then are now majority views if not natiional policy.

1 became a Lritish agent at the sugrestion of the Justice lepartment because of the
limitations imposed on it by the Neutrality Act. I really did do definitive work on Hazi
cartels and their interference with our defense preperations. The work was then widely
praised, including by members of the eabinet, both Houses, theihite louse and even the
departed founding father of the spookery, the sainted ¥ J, Edgers

All these thinge started haprening to me, the things of widch you may havefread and
i find in hardly recognizable form in the records I have obtained, when 1 did twe things:
lobbied for a Senate investigation of the deplorable migzratory farm-sorker situstion in
California (remember Urapes of Wreth?) and started to write a book on the Dies comwittee,
the early Un-smericans. Suddenly for me there was no First smendment, as I'm lesrning.

The entirely incomplete records supplied by the Jtate Department reflect that there
was a cover on my mail snd the apooks, unnamed, founi that inadsquate. They did not
even trust the post nifice en this. They had ome at my spartment, too. They gathered ny
garbage and went over that, too. 1'm tzliing about 1940, Theyeullad all the neighborhood
gossip. They spent a fortune on me, even goiag back to college. 1 was not = candidste for
govermment employment. I was a writer, an investigative reporter. Only I was invegtigating
the Un—americans. 48 they never have been, I add.

Dies did entrap me. 1 was naive in those days, more than I still am. But I also took
proper precautions. I was working with the late Gardner "Zat" Jucksen, legislative representa~
tive of Labor's Non-fartisan League ani perhaps the strongest anti~Comsunist I have ever
known. Dies was particularly hot to get hin and Lewis through him, The comuittee was viru-
lently anté-labor union and anti-Semitie. It also had enormous power and a dispositiocn to
miguse it. Because I had violated no law it had one pas:sed, still on the books, having to
do .ith interfering with the functioning ef = Congessional committee, Well, I had not
done that, either, so they leaned on the then Us.Sehttorney for the District of Columbia,

Deve fine, PDH nominated hinm to be = faderal Judge. The Texas gang held the appointment up



to extort an indictment out of ham, f‘i.ne. who knew me from when I'¢ hselped him when I =as
a Senate investigator (he calle! me "affidavit F.cel), would not handle the grand jury
himgelf, Hor would his first assistant, BEd Curran., ou may recognize that they both
became chief judges of the district. 3d Fihelly, later chief war crimes prosecutor in
Tokyon, 41id that, I was just = kid and it wes = rough time because the FEI was elso working
with Dies and rizsing o case. Ther once actually locked me in an FBI office until I would
sign n feke confession, I sat and refused until finslly they let m: eall a lawyer, It sll
ended with an indictment of the Diss agent, He was on the Diese payrodl, when 1 had to
investigate to delend myself, As a result of my proofs Dies had to cop a plea for his man,

Now that Fihelly is desd I can yell you a{,flittla more, Se wound up with such respect
for er trying his hardest sgainst me while knowing + had done nothin: wronz that
he : his entire career to help me in the future. You can imagine the trust he had in
me when I tell you he gave me a grand-jury transeriptz where Dies and others wers the
witnesses, not I. He told me the time might come when I would need it. I have neverused
it. Nobody has aver seen it. But even Dies testified thet therv was nothing agsinst me,
Fihelly could have been disbarred over that,

A8 & solider in World dar II I wousd up in 035. I wes decorated f3r thet work. I was
in the part that was transferred to the State Vepartment. In time i was one of 10 fiped
under the lcCarran rider - no hearing, no reason. Zight .of us wore Yews, oue wae warried
to & Jew end one was s case of migtaken icentity. All the Fhls were scared as hells [ or-
ganized our defense and got the firm then Arnold,Fortas aod Porter to defend ua, I had
worked with *hurman Arnold when he wase head of anti-trust and in charze of cartel in-
vestigations, (®ay ] boast an¢ say I did work they sna the FBl 3id not do, some of which
I could not get published, some I think perhaps relsvant today in the sneegy crisis?)

We were the firat td "win"” in a security case. The Depariment rehired ug =nd we resigmed.
Of course 1'n abbreviating much but 1'w not hiding anything adverse.

Beginning in 1969 I started trying to get the spook records on me., 1 have knowledge
of some, 1 received copies of some by other smmm means, not improper, and the sovernment
stonewalied, Ky efforts with the CIA began in sarly 1971. There stil. is no complisnce,
lies and even preoof of how they arrange for their general counssl to lie and a faw of =y
nilitary records, Yaturally no rscord of the decoration for my work. Tney found whezre I
hed proviced meterisl for omo of FIR's famous fire-side chets, on <azis in +atin America,
Haturally, with my heving ziven him the plans for a putsch in “hile whols they were cariy-
ing oa in Chile, those records they could net ficd! Nothing from the FUI or any other
agency. Finally I have received about 2 hundred psges from 3tate. They sve incredibls.
The real “rwell, just

I was never fired = + jmk resigned, The FBI has no recorde on me et all, ft eays,
Unly sosewhere they had second-h:and accounts of the mail covers and the garbology. We
were both fired earlier for security reasons, it says, when it was true of neither., Lil
im subversive because she belonged to a couple of cooperatives. Ume of the results of
the mail cover, as i racall the oaly one meutioned, was a malling frem the Eastern Co-
Operative League. 1t is socehow sinister that I had a library - I msan this litsrally -
and got a lot of mail from the government. (Iress releases, what else for & correspondi.nt?)
;t is also subversivs to write a complaint to ths govermor, as I did when we lived in

irginia. Lil figured out who that one came from acd why. The State had taken a pisce of
Our land and created a hazard for other people's kids. I demanded a fence be put ztop the
retaining wall thwy built and they agreed, so this is disloyeltye One of the real, hagerds
+ presentec to society was typing all hours of the night, hesrd through the wslls, When I
got excellent effeciency ratings there was somethins wrong with those who gave them to me,
That 1 was also friendly with my superiors is procf of some umspecified dislovalty, These
were two authentic scholars I'd never have known il the zovernment had net brought us to=
gether, One of them is somehow comnecidede 4th semething called the "oregory" cas2 s0 by
non-ascociation I, too, am, Of cour=ze there is some zood in it, liks somsons in the



sxecutive Vitice of th: Pre. ident giving as high an endorsement as possible, almost I'a
trust my life to hin or his word. I can guese who that was and I know scmr of what was
omitted., The omissions are also of significance in these star chembers. I was used for
{many purposes Dy govermment officials who knew me. One was recruiting talented people
Tor the war effort. Une went on to becors manager of the Yatiomal Symphony, ancther to
become the highast-ranking civileservant on ths Brakxis Fresidens's staff, still

another to win TV Smmys in gswwmw drama, .nd 211 of those who worked with me seém to have
couz-ited favorably on how h=lpful I was to <veryone. (¥o sucprdse in thds - I vas the
practical one in the shop, doing for 21} the Phs what *hey coulc nob do for thensslves, )

&1l the anonymous gossip is emphasized, though, end prejudicially. Mone of the FEI
rscords are there anc none o ths investigative reports. The existence of & f=w records
I cannot have and fror which there is no aduiniestrative apreal fro: the spook's dikiat

is 3tste§,§1

The &iB’s records of @@ go back at loast to 1938, when Juatice bor-owed se from the
Senats and 4 liveMand worked on 2 sensationsl case of that day with an as.istant attorney
general and hie staf! and a large number of #51 agents. The orosecution was in a dry
county in sentucky smd [ was the official rum-rinner, The) ¢ave me a list and ths armored
official 1937 “uiek to fetch the stuff, Se-ause . was 2 kid sore of the agents drew ne
aside o caution me on their need to TEPOTIE on each other and that this would ineclude me,
Cne even used me to ride shotzum witn hii when no other az nt was avaidable, First he
Paught me. de wes the agent in chiarga. w#e resyined friends. I was ertrusted with delicate
migsions that just had to have been reported. They included the areaking of & leg in an
atieipted rape of a staff member, spiviting un aleoholic out of the countéy whose police
were under the indiétwent and even escorting a aymphomsnise back %o dashington., 1 was
trustwortiy - ind trustad,

Une or the other reascns they have to be hidiuen is b cauge they ineclude sapionage on
a “ember of vongross. when UJies tried to frame me he is one of the very few who were
aghast. ¥e became and remeined frisnds, Yhen 1 2ot tired of the govermment husule she
becace his smewx secretary. (It was s differ-cnt day then - he had twe in his dashiugton
office.) He was aa unususl man, a superb parlismentarian end highly sespected by other
Eembers despite his then unpopular views, fe was Vito "arcanténic, callod a red but he
was not. FUA consulted hic often from “he 4ime I drove hin to ih: White House for meetings,
Joe Martin, then minority leader, alse did, When he was finslly ousted by = nev kind of
gorsyroadering ¥alsworth asked ™11 tu go to work for him.

Sidelignt on this and Hoover, who hated “arcentorio: wher I wes in the arey and
awey “arcantonio ook “il to “arvey's for dinner one night. focver wes also there, le
sceat them 2 bettls of Cherry Hsering,

Foat of Marcantonio’s beliefs zlso have some to be part of our life, lise fair ewploy-
ment practisea. I drove Ma to wnd frow the White Bouse when FOR made fhav deal with nim.
Tha: the Deily Yorker denounced him aditordally did not keep him frow being a "red", of
course. u4e¢ was a dedlcated lember who began as Fiorelis Laluariia' S.iirst campaign wansger
and was finally ousted when he refused to return to the “depublizan Party, where he vegan -
and which had chenged such. Therc were three Lajor parties in his disiriet and be regularly
won all thres primaries. He wes & romarikable human being, a first-rate legislator and I
remember him with warmth and respsct. But that we were close and #i1 worked for kim is not
in these records vast aun investigation as they reflect.

Much else I can recall also is not in them, But Wwaat 10 boils down to is thuet they
eould not survive a hearing of auy kind becsupe there really is nolthing bad in them, I
perfection is not a human state and <here =re sore things 4 might, after all the later



experiences of life have dons differsntky or perhaps oot done, . lock back without share,
with a considersble amount of pride, particularly on By govermment record apd war-time
services, and with s feeling that in walldng all thess miles I have been keepins the
'romises of Froest's lines,

In more than %5 yesrs I have never once been sble to confront any of these contrived
cases, fabricsted records, distorted meanings,

I will continue my efforts to ob:ain these records. I am confident I will obtain bors,
I will deposit every one in the archive I will leave, have already begun to deposit. Ho: to
do this would be dishonest. Paople have o be able to evaluats me to evaluate my work. iy
work is en unususl archive, I':zsorrytberahasmtbaenttminyﬁars to bring you up to
date on it.

You lawyers become tolerant of illegalities by lawyers, gspecially those Q}M in
federal power. I am not., You all adjust to federal crime. I do not and I will not. Denying
e these records is a violation of law. The perjury I confrent regularly and prove as
regularly is a felony, {But who prosecuted the prosechtor?) These are in my view more
subversive than almost any set of <hich any one citizen can be sullty. These criminal acts
are not criminal because they ars by those who judge the rest of us - and have themselves
to live with and their jobs to kewp, their families to raise and care for,

Uff the top of the hesd . have drafted a lengthy commentary to be included in zmy
State file until I have all of it and o chance for proper response, I have alsc demanded
the hidden records and ithe withheld onese I do not burden you with it but if ¥ou are
interested will send FOu 8 COY.

For your imcediste legislative burposes, which we wholeheartedly suppert, I do sug-
&eat it is from my experisnce not nearly enough to require warrants for bank, credit and

legal. That will mean nothing without punitive provisions, even if the chsnces of enforce-
ment are almost non-existent, Taking garbage should be regarded &s an ilisgel search

and sjezure. “onitoring mail should be regarded as what it is, a denlal of the most basic
“onstitutional rights. These even then will mean little if there is no check on what the
Spocks can and do do in private, elimdnate what they do not want, avoid what they do not
want to find and fabricate when all else faila,

Isagine that in the most sensaticnsl case snd news of its dsy the State Jepartment
clains tohsvemmcomof:wﬁring,mmuturymit. no record of any discussions
or conferences on it and not even = reference to our cotngel wi had so wany meetings
with them. It is all down the semory hole. Zxcept for use , meaning misuse, behind my
back, This is the authoritsrianism you have always opposed and in the study of which you
have been in s leadership role. We have naaty names for it when it is the practise in other
lands. We ought not accept it in our own land.

It is a slef-perpetuating thing, I have no idea how it can be legislated away, Gut if
something is not dons the constant erosion of all fundamental rightwill disappear, perhaps
for ever and we will have a monolith of only officially accepted view; Belicfs and thoughts.
The spook mind regards this as an umgent national need. They really believe it, Yhus they
come to believe that all the wrong they de is right. This differs in degree only from the
foreign authoritarianism of left and right.

T would still like those hearings mot sent, the Hoover letter that is in the recond
eoIcangremtittaacourtinnyeffnrtstosetthneemmhylawandferw
arcrive, if you can get it, what also ig in the record, #atzenbach'a memc as soon as JFK
was killed saying it all has tcbepimedanthelonennt_maim

We hope you have had & good holiday and that them year brings the acceptance of
these excellent le dislative proposals,

OQur best,

Herold Weisberg



