Rt. 12, Frederick, id. 21701
4/10/78

Sen. Charles * thiass
Uadnsmte
Washington, U.C. 20510
Dear Sag,

We are very ha: ¥y that you found the attachments with your l:vter of 3/29, 1I'd
have responded soomer but the FOIA work has been taking virtually al. ay time,

You refer to sert Andrews®' book W W s Handom House, 1948, JU
5599 USab. If I'd evar heard of it 1've .orgotten it. you could get the “ibrary to
xerox what you describe as "mis aceount of sdr. 'Blank’ and six others handled by the
law firm of Armold, Fortas « Porter” I'd be glad to repsy the cost.

The sioriss froz the old “erald~Iribune are not complete, If the rescarchers c uld
agk the library for zarlier stories you'll have s more complete file and so will we apd
the archive I will leave,

I am not "Hr. Slank."” I aleo have no idca whe he is. He is not one I kuew anc I
am the ome responsible for arranging the legal recresentation. “n fact for parsuading
th: eriginal nucleus of us who fought back to fight back. (Thise, with Fhbe and their
wives, with one excejtion, was the most di.fieult part of alll)

The promises snd supposed belate safeguards reflected in these stories are all
false, at least as they relate to aze or %o anything 1 can reeal.. wWith regmrd to we I
am confident of gy recollisction.

HSobody =ver spoks to me or gave me any indication of any charges - even rumors.

ln the sccond colwn o the 11/9/47 story it says "the ¥EI i= entirely willing
for other aguneiwvs to have what it gave State. 5ith me this jo a bad, & very bad Joke,
+ now have both State and PUI records showing that it gave nothing to State about ue,
denying even that it had any rocords, ond the PRI's record showivg: this was 2 lie.
Te that time the Fil had to expect & review and it dayed not permit a revisw of its
sick stuff about me. In fact it to this moment continues o wi*bhels 211 of that,

The 11/13/47 story iscludea these words of Lecrvtary harsmuli’si"eee the FEI had
original copdes o ull i ts Luferuamtion ia its own Files.” Ualecs the Socretary ulso lied
the FUl coutlawes to sithheld frow me shat State gave it bocause + hsve sois of bhe
Stete's files and [ have not received a single one of those pages frem ths FBU under PA.

Both the Depurtment and the F5I hawe fallien silent. I receive no more recoris and not
even a meaningful response to a letter or to apseal. I guras they are still cmbarrassed,

in fact for years i have been trying to get froo State the recerds thet relate to
paying me for the tise 1 lost. although much tice had pesied when I learned Shat Li nad
beem held that under similar circumstances regulations required back pay with interesi
{les: income for the period in question, of which I nad nome) I did mske the roquesti.
1 wa: unemployed for a long tiue, then got a part-tize Job and then lost that under
Dien committee hounding,

These stifties refluct s proper concern for the rightas of individuals. 4s on~ of
those individuals I ap.reciate 15. Bub =hat now cosceriis me auch more is what ap.ears
usver to have been a concern - what hapsena to government and through government to all
of" the country. Iu fact, what then djd hapoen,



Igu ey not now reeall it but when you first peblicly ezpressed contern osver what
i authoritarisnian i wrote you that I rogarded this as wont iuportant and litile
understood, wraoped secursly aon patrictically in th flag, thet is wbat (as eminad ng
in tiowe days. .

Uiicial faleifications wer: then an essential, i've noted wersly a fow of +hem
Irom the past, These continue to the present,excest that today they apyear %o be more
acceptable snd more the «suse of higher-level protection. ks illuatratien, yesterday's
newest account of the Atiorney General s conesrn net over ¥l rerjury but of hds sup~-
posed fear that pmibhweni for perjury will wreek the joint,

N (I iisagree with his expressed ominica. Frow long experience with official falge
swaring i huve coue to believe that the best if net the only way to essure morals and
decsncy is to punish offenders ani t ach all the good ones that there is net to e any
revard for any conduet otier than the vest.)

L huve and have had 80 meny fUis cases I vanAt remember thew all, i alaso canlt
romoaber one without the taintd of oflicial False swearing - by no wcans lisited to
the major offendes, the ¥I, In most cases L beliaw: it was actual perjury.

4 week ggo the appeels court told a district court to take a look at new evidenee
1 offered vevsuse it relates to Cla false swaaring - again 1 think perjury.

What worries we most about this is the tolersnes of Rrjury by the Cengress and the
courts. dcither can funetion when -ither accepts perjury - sud them does ncthine
about i,

Une residt is that ihe parmmoid pelioe/aspock mind -vquires snormous control over
everything, beginning what solicy-lowel people can know. ©rom ay exserience this i» now
decades old. L1t is uscorreoted snd there ap;ears to be no correction wanted,

With my sadisocian view of iguo-snuvs snd ita pessibllities for being controlled
by knowlwige aad its iaportsnce in BUVCInLLAL FOU ol puerhaps see why 1 huliew: tha
FOLa work i do is impertant and uy veliei that the Act zust be preserved snd secured.

i hope we do nave u chance to discuss the contant of fhe records f nave recsived
28 well as those 1 siill esvect %o zet.

“eglaping ie 2 1ittle mor= thas 3 monih as wamy ¢F aove Jii swoosds than che £8i
has relsnsed sre to be orocesced far se.

I wish 1 coulc report improvossni in my heslth but 1 camnte Thanks for your
iﬂt&!‘rﬂt; tbﬂm.

Our best to you sud Lour family.

Sinceraly,

Hareld Weisharg
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Mr. Harold Weisberg
Route 12
Frederick, Maryland 21701

Dear Harold:

Researchers had more trouble than expected in lo-
cating the articles that you wanted; unfortunately the
New York Herald Tribune for that period is not access-
ible by index. I am happy to send you the series by
Bert Andrews, comprised of his articles dated November
2, 4, 6, 9 and 13, 1947.

Perhaps you have in your library a copy of Andrews'
book. If not, you would be interested, I am sure, in
Washington Witch Hunt, Random House: New York (1948),
218 pp., Library of Congress: JC 599.U5A6, particularly
his account of the case of Mr. "Blank" and six others
handled by the law firm of Arnold, Fortas & Porter.

I am glad to know that your work on the King assas-
sination has been rewarding and I look forward to hear-
ing from you about your progress in that field.

Thank you for your good wishes. I hope that your
health is improving and that your doctors are giving
you cause for optimism.

With best wishes,

Charles McC. Mathias, Jr.
United States Senator

Enclosures



