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.i’ The FBI yesterday ammunced that
thone of its New York agents——-posing as
52 shady connoisseur  with ?
g8bankroll' and international connec- i
lions—had recovered 1@gaintings stos
en in 1977 from the.father of Rep..
lizabeth Holtzman (DN, Y‘) S e .
' Is the artscam’s beﬁeﬁman' des %
ighted with the Bureau efforts_?
Vell, not exactly. '— S

_5...,

'i Thelr announcement
’;j' urglary target for tlia le :
t1'd call 1t,=sh er “stupidity.” "

% Holtzman ébjected to the fact that
in'phone_calls to the  presg;Terry Robs.,
erts of the FBI's New Rochelle office
reported that one of the paintings was
labeled ‘“Jean Honore *Fragonard 44
ainl:mgs hY- thﬂt famﬂus .' ]h ;te
sentury master today might "fetc FEE
nuch as $1' millionl One:sold at auc-. 4
ion for $875,000 in 19817 1Y

“Is my little picture. by, thie hand iof.
agonard’ -I'd be; dehghted if - lt
vere, collector Holtz‘man Said, ' .

The FBI 'said it also had Tecovered -
an original ‘ Picasso brcmze." a 15-
nch-high woman’s head that, i{:”!smd, 3

i

as. worth $75,000. How does the Bu. .
ean know that the work js a Picadso? *
We're not art expents,'! s;ud agent
oberts. ‘“The suspect, who tried to’'
ell it Menified itas a Picassct s
¥% A man. identified ‘as, 1 Jos M-
wbhael Pinto of G;'eeng, . Y, and de-"
wicribed by Roberts as “One.of the big-
‘Zest men Fve ever asegn-.-hes G-foot-8
andzﬁpmmﬂs"w,, ;teﬂinfmn aph
roe, N.Y.;"on ‘Feb: 22 When ' he allég: |
- edly attempted to sell the' 10- Holtz: °
man pictures and the: bronze for $50,:
£06 to an lmdermm‘ .,ﬁ‘sqzrm
fRgent,” Roberts said, “posed as a con-
oisseur ‘knowledgeabie ‘in art art, jand:v @
Iso able to transport art’ to forezgn
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