B:I.' Kennedy Probe
dhowed Vast Effort

iy From first Page : book apparently were not included in ’
ifmvenue but with litle information the Kennedy files made public.

Yies out. _ The overwhelming impression left
Vargm L . s i by the 40,001 file pages released last,
gﬁVnyﬂ"ng Filed ‘ week — another 40,000 will ba made

|| ™ Npthing, it peoma, I8 thyrown away. publig In Januury — (s the exhaustive
" §The bureau's files are i prodigious lengths the burenu went to pursue
of fact and fiction, the product  even the leagt promising leads. "y
[ bath painstaking investigation and More than 25,000 separate inter-
pure fancy. : views were conducled, ineluding oyer
'It you huve ever written to the FBI, 3,400 made public In the probe of Jack
ur complaint or compliment, tip or  Ruby, the slayer of Oswald. A total of
uest is probably on file. And so ara 1,300 pages dealt with tips fromn sourc-
q(l)l es who seemed (o have only § faint
. Official bureau conduct is unfailing- grip on reulity, including many whom
courteous, us the Kennedy docu- the FBI found to have serious drinking
ents make clear. The requests for problemy or historles of mental ill.
n;o;mﬂtlo? that flooded the bureau in  pegs. !
ays after Kennedy's death were
nawegud promptly angd in some cages Obscure Leads

r Hoaver himself. ‘I'he bureau's agents tracked down a
tButithe replies were not always can-  hobo who had idly scrawled Oswald’s
% id. For example, when agked by Elj name in a boxear, a group of Jews in
: {hamberlain of Norwood, Mass., to Winnipeg, Canada thought possibly to
fcharacterize the politics of an Illinois  have some informalion, un obscure
gﬂﬂ‘.!ﬁr?ily professor, Revilo P. minister of something called the

Qliver, Hoover repliegd that the FBI Church of the Firstborn of the Full-
i agrigtly an investigative agency .. ness of Times, and even the author of

and neither makes evaluations, nor @ letter  signed simply, *“‘Chicago
fraw conclusions as to the character housewife."! _
nd integrity of any organization, pub-  An American columnist working in
catjaop or individual." ' Rome, Italy, supplied a (lp through
However, a . memo attached to the tht U.S. embassy there that Sanchez
ile copy of Hoover's letter notes that Bella, the Spanish ambassador to Ita-
Oliver is described as a University of 1y, had shown him a report prepared
lingis, professor who is anti-semitic by the Spunish imc!lig_em:e service im-
nd g rightwing extremist” and that plicating Cubu’s  Fidel Cus_tru in
© Hhig publication is “anti-Communist in  Kennedy's death. The FBI directed’
" goner i ; that Spanish intelligence be contacted.
o It alsq ‘4dds that a check of A traveler reported that he had

amberlain turned up nothing. found the names John Wilks Booth and
' The bureau's almost obsesgive con- John F. Kennedy scribbled into the
rn for its public image was tested front cover of a phone book in a Scotts.
‘[pearly in the Kenriedy Investigation dale, Ariz., gusoline gnatlun. The miq-

“when Dallas police chiof Jesse Curry dle name of Booth, killer of the Presi-
Id & news conference that the FB] dent Abraham Lincoln, had been
Wpad ‘had Oswald under surveillance misspelled.

it pever informed the Dallas police. The FBI questioned the owner of the
Oartha (Nake) Dé Tonoh Hoover's  station and others In the area.
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