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By JOHN M. CREWDSON |‘
J. Edgat Hoover, while direc- '
tor of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, tried to help re-|,
elect Representative John J.|
Rooney and other Congressional
supporters by supplying them
. with  sensitive information
about their political opponents,
according to a well-placed
source.
* Mr. Rooney, 'a Brooklyn
Democrat, heads the House Ap-|
‘propriations subcommittee that
largely controls the F.B.I. bud-
get. The source said that other
recipients of material from Mr.
Hoover included selected Rep-
resentatives and Senators from
both parties.

In Washington, a spokesman
for the bureau, told of the
source’s account of the F.B.L’'s
political intelligence-gathering|
operation, said, “We categor-
ically deny the story.” He had|
no further comment. {

Mr. Rooney, reached by tele-|,
phone at his office, on Capitol|,
hill, dismissed the allegations|
as “a lot of nonsense™ and
would say nothing more for
publication.

The source, who has a de-
tailed knowledge of the inner
workings of the F.B.I, main-
tained that the practice of
providing “background” data
on political challengers was
only one of the facets of Mr.
Hoover’s continuing efforts to
draw key members of Congress
into what the source called
“our stable.” Mr. Hoover died
in 1972. :

In other instances, he said,
Congressmen had discreetly but
systematically been  made
aware of “derogatory” material
about themselves that bureau
agents had come across in the)
cBurse of other investigations.|

If ‘correct, the source’s
charges against Mr. Hoover
amount to a gross and illegal
misuse of the bureau's investi-
gative authority.

The source recalled one
Senator who had been told of
an investigation concerning his
daughter, a college student who
had “gotten involved in demon-
strations and free love,” and
a Republican Representative|l
who had been told the bureau|
possessed evidence indicating|
that he was a homosexual.

“We had him in our pocket
after that,” the source said of
the Representative. He added
that he could not recall the
Senator, a liberal Democrat,
ever criticizing the F.B.I in
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public. *
'« . “Matter of Courtesy”

He characterized the pressure
exerted by Mr. Hoover in that
way on other members of Con-
gress as subtle, but effective.

“We would advise them ‘as
a matter ‘of courtesy.’” Nobody
could ever say we were trying
to extract our pound of flesh.
We were too sophisticated for
that. We'd say, ‘We've come
by this information and we
want you to know it's safe in
our hands." We never bent a

. man's arm. We would never be
50 crass or so crude.”

In addition to Mr. Rooney,
the souce said, some of the
chief beneficiaries of politically
useful material about their op-
ponents were Mr. Rooney’s col-
leagues on the subcommittee

that exercised authority over
the Justice Department's fi-
nances. :

“We always focused on the
Appropriations Committee, be-|'
cause we wanted more and|
more money,” he said. “We
had the whole thing rigged
every time Hoover went up [to
testify in behalf of the bureau’s
budget request.]”

‘The Rooney subcommittee in-
variably approved the bureau’s
proposed budget with no major
reductions. On occasion, it gave
Mr. Hoover more money than
he asked for. : i3

When Mr. Roc_mgy, a con-

ey —

J|porters did attack Mr. Lowen-

servative, was challengea 10T
the Democratic nomination in
1972 by Allard K. Lowenstein,
the source said, the F.B.IL “did
everything we could to help
Rooney get elected.”

Agents in the field were or-|,
dered to gather and forward to|,
Washington whatever “back-|
ground” information they could
find on Mr. Lowenstein, a
former president of the Ameri-
cans for Democratic Actionn who
organized a movement to un-
seat President Johnson in 1968.

“They didn’t find anything|-
derogatory on him,” he re-
called, “but it seems he was|
identified with liberal and radi-|-
cal causes. We gave Rooney
everything we knew.”

In a statement issued through
his office here, Mr. Lowenstein,
who is in Israel, said only that|
he hoped “the full story of this
kind of activity will come out.”

In the June, 1972, primary
election, less than two months
after Mr. Hoover's death, Mr.
Lowenstein was narrowly de-
feated for the Democratic Con-
gressiomal nomination from
New York's 14th District by Mr.
Rooney, who has represented
it for 31 years.

Radicalism Issue Raised

Mr. Rooney's own campaign
literature  concentrated ‘on
painting Mr. Lowenstein, who
was first elected to. Congress in
1968 from Nai%au Cgunty, as
a “tricky etbagger” unsym-
pathetic t?lt-ﬁe needs of Israel.

But some of the leaflets put
out by the Congressman’s sup-
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stein’s radicalism, though not
in specific terms. One flyer,
paid for by a citizen's commit-
tee supporting Mr. ~Rooney,
charged that Mr. Lowenstein
had helped to organize “radical
demonstrations throughout our
country.” ,

According to the source's ac-
count, the F.B.I. agents who
were ordered to investigate
candidates for political office
“didn’'t know why the hell we
were. requesting "the informa-
tion.”

The requests themselves, he
said, were made on Mr.
Hoover’s orders “to get this on
so-and-so, get that on so-and-
so” and were usually passed by
tﬁlephone rather than in writ-

g. ; ;
. When the sensitive material
reached Washington, it was put
into files that were marked Do
Not File,” the source related.
“So there were no files on that
which we should not have been
engaged in, no records at all.”

The ‘“background” dossiers,
kept in Mr. Hoover's office,
were said to have been avail-
able not only to appropriations
zommittee members but also




:0 other Senators and Congress-
men whom Mr, Hoover viewed
as friends. .

A few days beforé the No-
vember, 1972, election of L. Pat-
rick Gray 3d. who succeeded‘
Mr. Hoover as the FB.L's act-'
ing director, disclosed that he
had just dlscovered and was

utting an-end to, a 22-year-old i
gureau practice of commlmg-
“biographical data” on major|
Congressional candidates.

Although Mr. Gray insisted
the data had been gleaned only
from “readily available pub-
lished sources” and had
intended for use as an aid in|
the bureau’s Congressional rela-
tions program, he said he was
halting the effort to prevent its
“misinterpretation.”

“We ran a hell of a clipping
operation,” the source said, re-
calling Mr. Gray’'s remarks
about the exclusive use of pub-
lished sources, “but it went far
beyond that.”

Asked whether Mr. Rooney
had been aware of the source
of the information on his oppo-
nents that he was alleged to
have received, the source re-
plied, “Oh, of course. Some-
times Hoover would do it [turn
the material over] himself. Hoo-
v?r a.nd Roouey were very
close.”

Congressman Sues - |
During Mr. Gray's -abortive|
confirmation hearings last
March on his nomination to
become permanent F.B.I. direc-
tor, he told the Senate Judici-
ary Committee that, although!
no more biographical informa-
tion was being gathered, the'
existing files would K not be

.during the 1970 primary cam-

d&stroyed because they were
part of the bureau’'s archives.
The files to which Mr. Gray
referred, however, do not fit
the description of those said by
the source to have been kept
in three filing cabinets in Mr.
Hoover's private office.
Following Mr. Gray's disclo~

sure, Representative Edward I..

Koch, the Manhattan Demo-

crat, sued the F.BI. for access
to his file, which then agreed
to turn it over “pursuant to the
Freedom of Information Act.”

Mr. Koch said the material
he was given included only
newspaper clippings, copies of
his  correspondence with the
F.B.IL and his testimony at Mr.
Gray's confirmation hearings.

But he said that an attached
cover sheet carried the notation
“no prior bureau file,” indicat-
ing that a check had been made
on his background when he
was first elected to Congress in
1968.

Another source said that Mr
Rooney had told him daring
his - 1970 re-election campaign
that he had received from an
undisclosed. source a “dossier”
on Peter Eikenberry, a young
civil rights lawyer who, like
Mr., Lowenstein, failed in trying
to wrest the Democratic nomi-
nation away from the Con-

gressman
Ina telephone interview last
week Mr. Eikenberry said that,

paign, Mr. Rooney had -men-
tioned in public two little
{nt;mwn facts about his personal
ife.

On two occasions, he said,
Mr. Rooney let it drop that his

in Ohm )2 1%
Eikenberry. "who now
practlces law in Manhattan,
said he had wondered at the
time how the Congressman had
learned of, .the arrest, on a
minor charge that resulted from
a fraternity drinking party 14
years earlier when he was an
undergraduate at Ohio- State
Universi

Mr. [Ei enberry said he was
also curious apout Mr. Rooney's
source for the relatively ob-
scure information that he had
been dismissed from a Reserve

period.

cern, the first source said he

typical of the sort that the

for public office.
“Where do you suppose he
[Mr. Rooney] got it?” the
source asked. .

Mr. Rooney, who is 70 years
old and in poor health, has
been under pressure to resign
by Meade H. Esposito, the
Brooklyn Democratic leader.

opponent had been arrested in
his home state, referring ta him

But Mr. Rooney has resisted

once as “a fugitive from justice|

Told of Mr. Elkenberry’s con-|,
did not recall having seen such|
information within the F.B.L’s|.
files. But he described it as|

bureau collected on candidates|

such suggestions,

Officers Training Corps unit at| |
the university dunng the same|"




