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WASHINGTON, Feb, 21—The report by
Justice Department investigators that re-
viewed the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion's inquiry into the murder of the Rev,
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. should damp-
en, but isimot likely:to end, suspicions
that James Earl'R
derer, was' ‘Ew;"e__] member of a larger

-
®

H the' various conspira
rat have sprung up in the nine

or
theories: :
; . King's death, Justice De-

: since.
%:ﬁm officials have stressed, but only

to establish whether the bureau might
somehow have been implicated in the kill-
its investigation of the
e honest.”
After an eight-month!inVestigation
IRk et e
‘clu a of more than 200,
aboac 40 persceis’ (it bot. M, Ry, Lt
persons r. Ray him-.
self, Because he refused to be in
viewed), th
the bureau's investigation had been thor-
Gugh and professional, and that the best
evidence was that Mr. Ray had acted
lones & et A
% The: conclusions were considered par-

| ticularly significant within the depart-
ment b{cnuig:_' according to J:m:la:p'
partment IPME:;, most if not all of
inv
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dll" the -questions about.the murder. and
that although it concluded that there was
no credible evidence of a conspiracy, a
reader “could still wonder if there hap-
pened to be a conspiracy.”.,

- Two reasons for this.are rooted in a
major ouektion nof an ‘the bu-

igation,

answered by the bu-
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'Report on King Inquiry Unlikele to End Suspicions’

The major question is just where and
how Mr. Ray obtained ‘the money he
needed to travel extensively and make
expensive purchases In the time between
his escape from prison in April 1967 and
his arrest' at London Airport on June
1968, two months after the shooting of
. King, . ; ’ :

Ray Traveled and Spent

Mr. Ray is known to have visited Aca-

pulco, Mexico; Birmingham, Ala.; Los An-

€Y | geles; Montreal; Chicago; New Orleans,

and Atlanta during this
have purchased a car, expensive camera
equipment and several hundred dollars’
warth of dancing e >

as been able to account
or. only $664.34 in eamned income during
this period, all of it from money earned
as a dishwasher and cook's helper at
Indian Trail Restaurant in Winn

e bu
most’ lik supported himself by rob-
beries or burglaries. The Justice Depart-
ment investigation concedes that “Ray’s
background does lend credence to this
theory,” but also concludes that the
sources of funds remains a mystery.

. Tlﬂsédplui etal‘-na hi:till %t h{lr Ray was
an uneducal uns military reject
with few if any known friends, gu.u
caut:Ied some F.B.I. agents to argue pri-
va
“He moved too far, too fast” in the after-
math of the shooting of Dr. King, one
of them said recenu&Such opinions will
probably help keep conspiracy theory
Y& i = - '

T Yam;l:xpmaushpd:lm
! The second reason that the theory Is
likely to' survive, the skepticism that
many Americans haye in this post-Water-
glte climate, was articulated last Friday
y Andrew Ymmg. the United States's
chief delegats to the United Nations and
a man who, as an aide to Dr, Kl.nl?, was
himself the subject of extensive Federal
surveillance in the 1960's. =~ ;
Mr. Young said that he hoped the House
of sentatives| would proceed with
its own investigation becatise he doubted

t Mr, lily

that the public would fully accept the

& P
conclusions_of a Justice Department” in-
vestigation of one of its own agencies.:

And already one charge of covef-up
has been made. Mr. Ray's lawyer, Rober
L Livingston of Memphis, was quoted
over the weekend as charging that the
Justice Department was . attempfiig ‘to
whitewash the matter, in order tg, ‘head
off the planned investigation of the assas-
sination by the House committee,

The réport was assembled by a group
of lawyer-investigators headed by Mi-
chael E. Shaheen Jr. The lawyers wers
selected, Justice Department officidls in-
sist, use they were considered

dent and because they had not‘had
ajclose working lj-elar.iunuhip with the:bu-

u in the past. i
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as elusive and difficult as it has unjver-

sally been in criminal law, But the s
of all the evidence of Ray's guilt poi
to him so exclusively that it most 'eg
tively makes the point that no ons;&p_o
was  involved." : e Tt
* How _readily the public accepts_,&fl
conclusion will not be known hr'é: ]
time. The House commitiee was sched-
uled to meet today to debate the Fi
of its own investi tion inte Dr, King's
Qeath, but the session was postponed b
use of the reported iliness of its chair-
an, Representative Henry B. Gonzdlez,
oSt of Texns. R
- ‘Because of a growing opposition "
House to the need for such an inquiry,
the Justice Department conclusions are

certain to be a part of that debate, when -

it resumes,

Senate Confirms Tax Expert. :..
WASHINGTON, Feh. 21 (AP}—-'!‘he
Senate - confirmed the nominatiofi* 6f
Laurence Woodworth today to be As-
sistant Secretary of the Treasury for Tax
Policy. He served for several years=as
staff director of the Joint Committée on
Taxation, which made him Congress's
chief tax expert. \ W
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