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It cost 13 federal law enforcement
agencies almost $36 million to comply
with the revised Mreedom of Informa-
lion Act and the new privacy aels in
Lhe three years alter they became law,
the General Accounting Office said
yesterday.

The congressional auditlng apgency
saldd most ol the money wenl [or
salartes of federal employey hirved (o
sort Lhrough cilizen requests for in-
formation, process (hem amd decide
whether ta muoke Lhe files public.

More than a third of the total, $14.8
million, was spent by the FBI, al-
though the Immigration and Naturali-
sation Service handled more requests
dn that period, 51,109, compared to the
FBI's 43,360.

The luws allow public access Lo gov-
ernment documents, including law en-
furcemenl  files, except where ex-
empled in cases such ag national se-

curity, personnel matlers, trade secrels
and police informants,

The report said the 13 agencies Lhat
do investigalive work—ranging [rom
the 1 und the Mostal Service Lo Lhe
military security agencies — handled
aboul 147,000 vequests for information
in Tigeal 1075 through 1977, A revised
FOL law and the new privacy actl took,
effect in 1975,

“The most dominanl cotegory of re-
questars reported by many ol the
agencles was individuals who have
been or are subjects of Investipations
hy Lhe apgencies,” the GAO said. “Some
of these requesters were also identi-
fied as being criminals.”

A Senate Judiciary subcommittee
has held hearings for more than a
year on the subject, taking testimony
from federal law enforcement officials
who say FOI requirements are costly
and can help criminals and spies.

They argue thal eriminal conspira-
tors can request information not only
on themselves hut on eohorts who can
be spotted as informants If they don't
have a file.

Similarly, they say, spies can gel
information from government files on
methods used 1o (rap them or any
matter thal might be of help to their
gavernment.

Additionally, the officials have testi-
fied, the knowledge Lhat records eould
become public has c¢ul down on the
willingness of local police Lo send in-
formation to Washington and on the
ability of the agencies Lo promise con-
fidentlality to informants.
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