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Former US. Sslleltor) This evidence Is avallable to :
General J. Lep lnkin was|the Commission on request.
named nslerdu as chlef[ Oswald's fingerprints -and

counsel for. the Presidential]
Commission investigating the
assassination of Presldent
Kennedy. .

“"Chiel Justice Earl Warren,
chalrman of the special pnnel,
announced Rankin's appoint-
menl and saild he “is now In
the putormance of his
dulles™ .

Rankin and the Chief Jus-
Uce are oid eourlrooml
acqualnlances. As Solicitor
General from 1956 to 1961,
Rankin was the Government's
top lawyer In cases before Lhe
Supreme Court .

A slight, sofl-spoken man of
56, Rankin Is the first stafl
appoinlee hired by the presi-
dential panel. The announce-
ment described him as a “dis-
tinguished lawyer.”

A spokesman for the Com
mission announced that each
of lis seven members has re
celved copies of the five-vol.
lime FBI report on Lhe Nov.
22 assassination of President
Kennedy and the subsequent
{murder of the suspecled as-
wsassin, Lee Harvey Oswald.

f The FBI report does not

Natly assert thal Oswald was
fthe Presidenl’s sssassin, ac-
frording to informed officials
:Bul it does recite a_mass of
circumstantial evidence that,
in the view of Investigalors,
points to Oswald as the fatal
sniper beyond reasombl:
1doubt z

+ Physical ev l}cnce In the
g ate—i‘su ald’s Ttalian carbine
rifle, s revolver, three spent
‘carlndgu from the assassina:
| tion scene, a shirt, fingerprints
jand several documents — are
finder Jock and key In the FBI

boratory heres=.“.%.7.;: .

palm prints have been re-
covered from the Itallan car-
bine rifle, a 65 mm. Mann-
licher Carcano, that ballistics
tests showed to be the asszassi-
nation weapon, authunljel re-

rled.

Addmonal prints were
found on a box al (he sixth-
floor sniper post from which
the fatal volley was fired and
on the wrapplng paper In
which Oswald carried the
murder wespon Into the Texas
School Book Depository Bulld-
ing. .
Another link In the clrcum-
tantial chain of evidence were
hreds of material found In
metal parts of the murder
weapon that microscople ex-
amination showed (o have
come Irom a brown shirt Os-
wald was wearing when he was
arresied
The bulky FBI reporl con-
sisls of two volumes of narra-
tive, developed In c¢hronologi-
cal form, and three separale
volumes of supporling evi-
dence, principally pholographs
and documents,

A Commission spokesman
said vesterday that “no further
announcement will be made
oncerning the report unlil
the Commission had an oppor-
tunity to review it A preliml-
nary tlalement will thereafler
bhe made public.®
It was understood from of-
“icial sources that the FBI re-

Oswald as President Ken
nedy’s assassin, There ls con-

point because of eriticlsms
the case by Dallas police, ~

passing verdiet on Oswald

{rained explicitly from naming.

siderable sensilvily on (his
surrounding the handling 0!.

4
The final responsibility for

ren and his Investigaling Com-', ' . Tt / /,

mission, suthorilies say. i B f
In another development the P ey
House yesterday passed and, = ° ¢ =0 = -

sent to the White House al
measure granling subpoena
powers lo the Warren Com-'
mission. The Senale passed an
Jdentical measure Monday. .
The resolutions alse grant
the Commission authorily to
grant witnesses Immunity
from fulure proseculion sx
result of their testimony. This
slep Is designed lo encourage
witnesses to talk who might
otherwise decline lo testifly on
grounds of possible sell-n-

crimination. | ;___P

The Washiagton Po-ll and L.ﬂ_
Times Horald

The Washingion Dally News ____
The Evening Star
N!- York Herald Tribune

New York Journal-American —___*_
New Yort Mirror

New York Dally News
New Yorkt Post
The New York Times
The Worker
The New Leader
The Wall Sireet Journal
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With respect to the story in the "Washmgton Post and Tlmes Herald"
loday on page A-3 captioned "Rankin Named Counsel for Assassin Probers, " the .

Director has noted, "I just can t w1dersf.and how some of these details never known
before are leaked to the press.” o oo

In the above referred to story, there is what appears to be some
speculatlon as well as hard fact. While we, of course, do not believe it adv:sable _
to ask Laurence Stern, the wriler of the story, his source, it is known that he Is 5
close to various persons in the Department. Also, since copies of the report have
been made available to members of the Commission, there is every indication leaks
are coming from the Commission itself. It is a fact that within a matter of an hour
or two aflter the report was made available to the Commission local radio stations
were broadcasting details., We have and will maintain a "'no comment" here. g
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