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‘HJM‘T ASSASSINA’I‘ION OF THE PRBSIDENT e s 1) 1.- ﬂtﬂ
s e Nick Kalzenbach lhe Dcputy Altorney General, called me at 11 00 A. M.,
thxs mqmlng, and asked that I come around lo his omce. L ) s
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- Upon seeing Kalzenbach hc nndc reference to the proposed press release .
which the White House had oru,unlly planned to issue over the weekend in connection - -.
with the captioned matter. (The Direclor instructed we advise Katzenbach that we
strongly felt that only the first paragraph of this release should be issued, or the first -
il.ree paragraphs of Lthe revised release which Mr. Belmont read to the Direclor on
Salurday. ) Katzenbach told me that there was a stalemate at the White House in con= °
aection with this release. Abe Fortas strongly felt that the entire release should be '
given Lo the press. Ted Sorenson agreed with us that only the first three paragraphs * ..
of the revised release prepared Saturday should be given out. [Fortas believed that
speculation, rumors and gossip should be disspelled right now. He claimed it made e
o difference that the Presidential Commission would present findings to the Presidént ~
and the general public. He felt rumors concerning collusion between Ruby and Oswald
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also t.hpsa concerning international conspu-acy, should be hit hard now., - . }
As a result of the disagreement between Fortas and Sorenson, ther ’Lwﬂl

ve no press release from the White I{ouseqro get his point across, however, Katzen- '
bach has prepared a letler to Chief Justice Warren and each Comnnssxon meinber ’
-ransmitting a copy of the report. The report will be delivered today. " In his letter, A
{atzenbach states that the report Is being delivered at the instructions of the President.i .
fie also calls upon the Commission to quickly issue a stalement concerning its findings - -
;0 that rumors,: gossip and speculation can be eliminated. He goes on to point out that
investigation thus far has nailed down the point that Oswald assassinated the President
ind had no assistance. He further mentions that Ruby operated strictly as an individualo
ind had no a551stance. He pomts Out there is no evidence of collusion or lnternatxonal
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= Katzenbach asked me if the FBI could deliver these reports. Itold hlm we
zould not, that it was our position tlmg)the rcports are now Out of our hands and delwery
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should b handled by the Department He asked if we could packege them for Itlm

inasmuch as he had no facilitics for doing this. I told him I thought our Mail Room

could handle this chore for him. He then stated that he had no way in which to deliver
the report to John J\McCtoy, the Commission member in New York. He wondered

if the FBI could handle this for him,  He added that each report would, of course, have
his letter transmitting the report as an attachment to the package; there[ore, the -
packag! #ctually would be coming from htm and not the FBL Itold him I would check
onthtq.;f ‘gte and let him know. AP D ke
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« Katzenbach has requested 11 copies of the report Irom us, Seven of these
coples will go to Presidential Commission members, as he promised last Friday, .

12/6/63, One copy d the report will go to the Chiefl Counsel of the Commission, "=+

preaum;bly Lee Rankin. The Department desires two copies and Katzenbach wa.nts to
zive s%qt Servtee one copy, making a total of 11 coptes needed. e et

(1) That we package the coptes for Katzenbach and have them deltvered b
ce. (Mr. Belmont advises there are sulficient copies.) q -
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’"r‘" (2) That we turn over to Katzenbach ten copies of the report tt betng noted
hat thq pepartment already has one copy. ! ‘I q RO
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(3) That we tell Katzenbach that we are charbmg him with the saIety and
iandling of these reports inasmuch as we have discharged our duties, other than the
‘ontinuing investigation. It is further suggested we tell him that we have no objections
o the Segret Service recelving a copy of the report; however, this, of course, is up to
.atzent;geh inasmuch as he is eha.rged with the saIety of a specmc number of reports.
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our New York Office deliver a copy of the report to John J . McCloy. s
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" (4) 'l‘hat we tell Katzenbach that under the clrcumsl'mces we will have
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