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‘... . In the attached newspaper article which api;arod {n -

" "The Washington Post" on 12/17/7g. Jack Anderson claims that
* " ghortly after King's assassination on 4/4/68, Mr, Hoover, through
an intermediary, sent word to Anderson that the motive behind the
murder of Klng was cuckoldry and that the assassin a garantly .
had been hired by a jealous husband, According to this article, Y
the FBI intermediary identified the Los Angeles coupld to Andepoon.sj

S J. G. Deegan

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
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Personnel in the Intelligence and General Investigative }

S Divisions, familiar with our investigations of Kini and his
, assassination, were canvassed and had no recollection that an ‘.f'$§
FBI representative contacted Anderson and advanced the above Ny

motive theory outlined in his article. In addition to canvassing ™\

personnel femiliar with our investigations concerning King, thera
was rece leted a serial-by-serial review of the assas-

sination (MURKIN))case and no evidence was discovered that -
Andarson was=comtacted. ' : wo =

Qur canvass of personnel included SAC Richard Long of
the Phoenix Office, who supervised the MURKIN case at FBIHQ.

Long stated that early in the MURKIN investigatiom, prior to .
¥y identifying Ray, the Bureau interviewed a number o!kzooplc close =z
b to King, including the Los Angeles woman with whom King had had

v a close relationship, to ask them if King had confided in them ?‘kg
(e information relating to threats on King's life, which information
could be used for leads in determining the identity of the assassin.

However, Long did not recall anyone going to Anderson as claimed

in the article. - .

ACTION:

None, For information and record purposes.
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By.,lm-k Anderson
g2 L.es Whillen

The FBI vendefla against Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. didn't end with his mur-
der. FBI Director J. Edigar Hoover, who
had tried lo biacken King's name while he
was alive, also Wicd to larnish it alter his

+ death.
~ Nol lorg afler King was gunned down on
{he balcony of his Memphis molel on April
4, 1968, Hoover sent word lo ine fhat the
melive behind the murder was cuckoldry, !
that the assassin apparently had been
hired by a jealess husband, b
1 have Leld bock this stoy for mar- than
- geven years because of my rule dgainst
veveallng sourcas. Bul llnover s now
fading from e coulempordry scene into
history. Iis incredible attempt tu panic
King inte commilting sulvice. i geems lo
me, also abrogates any night he may have
had to confidentialily. Therefore, 1 have
dacided IL is in the public interest to tell the

story.
Back in 1868, 1 was on good lerms with
A\ the old FBI curmedgeon. He sent word
through en Intermediary thal King's
_ killer, James Earl Ray, had been in Los
Angeles shortly Lefore he returred vast o
slalx the civil rights leader.
Hoover's messenger supgesied that Ray

———y,

| Hoover floated Hoax
5 FRpe I" “

v 4 .
others who might have known of he
alleged love affair, ihe palernity of the

child or the allilude of the husband loward .

King.
1 could find absolutely no evidence that
contrudicted the couple’s own evnlanation
that Dr. King was 2n honored friend of the
family, a [requent guest in their home and
nothing more.

1 a!so discavered with decpening ap-

prehension that there were no FBI agents -

on this trail (hat was suppored to be so hot.
1 returned to Washingion satisfied thal the

FBI slory was errcoeous and hall com-

vinced that it was a deliberate hoax.

Yel [ was reluctant lo believe ill of
Houver. Lik2 so many others, | wanted to
believe there wad at least one rock of in-
tegrily in Washington. lle had, after all,
crealed a miracle — an honest and ef-
ficient police force oul of what had been in
1924 a corrupl menigerie of drunxs. hacks,
mislits und courthouse hangers on. So |
kept the jury out on Hoover.

In late 1970 the jury came in, [or me. 1
happenid lo be on an airplane with the late
Fep. Hale Boggs (D-La.), then the-House
majority leader. He lold me bow members
of Congress were being intimidaled, if not
blackmailed, by Hoover.

He said hat the I 31 vould come upon 8

skeleton in a member’s closet —a woman,

a vice, a shady busincss assoclale — and

.
had been hired by a jealous husband, who 0 ; b
ﬂ ; M ey L 0 gt word 1o him 1hat an accusation
b e cnaedly U decnet] Uk ot b reschct G Pl hy
Il:'rmeu.ﬁury'lr.inuliriod the Los AI'IE("“_ ;.laanl'd. Fol’ﬂam 'he:‘n: the mw?um
coup’e and showed me supporting data, fikely tbe o rani\'cdﬂmv;
including an FBI report describing a or Ihe nexl few days I circulated
assionale inlt_:-rlude b(-h:cm the wife and among officials and ters who were
r. King ina New Yerk City '"?":i v likely 1o know somellung atout the dirk
1 was eager, of course. W “Sn la;l Who  gide of Noover. T discovered thal every last
"":‘ :”;::a;h;l;:i"‘;;;':;m:tmm -dei‘l' :: one of theni was ofraid of lloo'.l-cr. lnA check
pEIeS b e of the newspaper morgues in late 1979
i‘:"an":ut’:g 1n2‘ l::::r!::eﬁm?o:'h‘:;e demonstrated Lha result of Ilwv;rl":
i epari |, carrot-and-lick mastery of pu
frontational lutorviews .and questioned * pejations: decodes of Kadatory. ctien
. »
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* Washington Star-News

Daily News (New York)
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:dolizing coverage: but no sustained,
brass-knuckied, mass eireuldivg_atjack
.and few criticisms of any kind.
4 Becawie we believed no police official
should ever become this powerful in
America, we began an investigation of the .
FBI chief. In a series of eoitwnns thal ran bow ’
sporadically from December, 1970,
. through the fall of 1954—wo-sevealed
among other things: ) -

- That Hoover had received $30,000 for ., e
books wrilten in his name by FBI per- B

sonnel on govermnent Gime; that he had . ‘ e
accepted asnual free vacations at the
Hotel Del Charra near the Del Mar, Calif,, . I
race track from oil millionaire Clint oy

e Murchison Jr.: that Houver used the FBI

to dig up and ciculate dirt about the

ivate lives of prominent Americans who

- E:d comniitid no crimes; that he had

kept members of Congress under sur-
vedllance then hed ubout it,

. We also discvovered that the man of

steel, the deity who kept a life-sized bronze

. bust of himself in the fover of his home,

was in reality, even as you and I, a fatty

- with a sweet toolli and a stomach full of

gas pains; a dweller In a burglary-ridcen

" peighborhood whese own Christmas lights |

had been vundalized; a fearful old man |~

who crouched In one corner of his

. «bulletproof limousine ard propped up his

hat In another cormer. '

As (e months ol 1471 pussed, and it was A
secn hal we had not been struck dowa by . NI
lightning. critical scrutiny began s T IR
througheut the national media — Life, e M
Time, Newsweek, the duily press, uightly )
television. . & )

The result was Instructive. Hoover
suddenly pylled in his horns.

White House aides complained that
Hoover fied grown soit. But Hoover had
rediscovered the restraints of (hel- , e PV
American system — too lale for his
reputation bul i W late for Uhie country,

(#73.UnNed Fearure Syndicate, inc.)
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