L. Zoger, 8/14/84

I'vo just received a copy of the NYT4mes 7/22/84 story headed, "FeB.I. Kept
Ciose Watch on Douglas." It is based on FOIA disclosure the Times managed not to
state specifically was to "a Pouglas biographer, James Pe Simon, Dean of the New
York Lew Schools"

1'd like to get a correct address and indication that disclosure was to him,
if you would please helps I've sone stuff that may well excite him on the Ford
effort to got Douglas impeached, which the FEI did help by supplying records to
Fords Briefly it is that Douglas Caddy and E. Howard Hunt also helped Ford with that
and by a Caddy bock with which Hunt was associated when they wers both with the
Mullen agency and what hes not been disclosed ofFiZATIV"Rint wms still CIA,
Caddy, if you do not recall, was the original lawyer for the Watergate burglars,
arranged by Hunt, And for their book they used the return address that was a
cover CIA retwrn addreas in Dele I've evan go! a xerox of their book, along with
fairly full documentationy' Also, our firet melected President plugmed a later
Caddy books an antilabor once

If for eny reacon you'd ldke an ezmousy 36 pione the law school dean who
mlght be julerestad in this, ploasn 0.

Bope you are well, happy and prospexinge Yo aro OK. “zy be some interssiing
dovolopments in one of my FOIA cases before the IO appesls courts I've SOSRHE
the FBL/DJ in overt fabrication and othor sigmiffcsat lyinge Boe ause of Shady
other oxessces acd the principles inwvelved, the ACLU Fourdstion represents md on
appeal and the fublic Citdzen Mtization “roup represents Mogar,

Bost rogard to Sylvia whon you are in touch with hera

Bost wishes,
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F.B.L Kept Close Watch on Douglas

A lonstimu friendship between J. 1
Edgar Hoover and Willlam O. Douglas
soured In the McCarthy era when the

Federal Bureau of Investigation began
to question the Justice's | ty as are-
sult of his views about rights of

Consequently,; the bureau
of Justice Douglas’s polit state-
ments, scoured his judicial opinions
and checked on his friends and
bors for evidence of subversive
ences.

According to the 500 pages of files ob-
tained under the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act, the unlikely friendship be-
tween the F B.I. Director 2nd the As-
sociate Justice who spent 36 years on
the Supreme Court lasted from the late
1930's through the early 1950's. The de-
cline in their relationship started after
rJustice Douglas's 1951 dissent in
United States v. Dennis, in which the
convictions of the national officers of
the Communist Party for conspiring to
overthrow the Government were af-
firmed by the Court.

Ties Embarrassed Hoover

Over the next few years, Mr. Hoover
became embarrassed by his ties to the
increasingly outspoken and liberal Jus-
tice, When the Justice Department re-
quested information about Justice
Douglas in 1954, a notation was affixed
to the F.B.l. files: “‘Attached memo-
randum does not include the following
information not believed suitable for
dissemination: Douglas has had cor-
dial relations with [the bureau] since
1937."

In another bureau memorandum’

for the Attorney Gederal, it
was noted that in several cases where
the Supreme Court ruled *
issues which aj to be Commu-
nist- rted, Justice Douglas rep- -
dered ting opinions, indleaﬂnq
his stand favorable to these issues
However,thebumusanalywswm
deleted before the memorandum was
sent.

According to a Douglas biographer,
James F. Slmnn.degnufmeNewYork
Law School, “Douglas was a strong

anti-Communist” and his ‘“‘sentiments

were not different from Hoover's in
that way.’' Nevertheless, the docu-
ments show that in 1954, Gov. Arthur B.
Langlie of Wnshmgtmsent report to
Attorney General Herbert Brownell Jr.
regarding a “culuzqr of Communist
sympathizers" in the area near
%’u::hm Douglas's cabin in La Push,

Report Listed Douglas Gnutl
The report, prepared by the Wash-
ington State Police at the Governor’s
request, contained information from a
police investigator and various confi-
dential informers. It was turned over to
the bureau for investigation.

Among other things, the report listed

a number of guests who attended a.|ipa

party at Justice Douglas's cabin,
guests found by the W State
Police to be ‘‘not the type to be associ-
ated with any real American.”

One Douglas friend of “‘doubtful loy-
alty” named in the report was Owen
Lattimore. Mr. Lattimore, who had

been accused of participating in a State
Department espionage ring, reportedly
used the Douglas cabin for two weeks
after testifying before the Senate Sub-
committee on Internal Security. Mr.
Lattimore was later acquitted of a per-
jury charge.

The state patrol was not only con-
cerned with home-grown Marxists. The
Washington officials apparently be-
lieved that the area around Justice
Douglas’s cabin, near a naval air sta-
tion and a beach, might make a good
landing area for Soviet forces.

Bureau Faults Report

After two and a half months, the bu-
reau determined that the Washington
State Police report was a poorly veiled
attempt by the Governor to gain favor
with Attorney General s0 he
could obtain a judicial appointment.

+ The bureau concluded that there was/

no large-scale Communist activity in
the area.

But agents did fullwuponthel.atﬂ-
more- connection. In May 1954,
meburea.utntervtewedamendn”m-

’s about the Justice’'s as-
sodatimwithM.r Lattimore. Accord-
ing to the friend, Justice Douglas had
bnmnkedwjointhe(:ommlmhtim-

derground. Preparal
interview Justice Douglas about
story but the files show no record of this
being done and the matter was dropped
without further explanation.

legations of between Jus-
tice Douglas and crime
of interests in gamb concessions in

omaftm\fegumlno
The documents indicate that ma-
terial resulting from this investigation

was turned over to R tive Ger-
ald R. Ford in 1970 when he called for
the impeachment of Justice Douglas.

At that time, the Justice believed
that the bureau had concealed listening
devices in his office and as a precaution
he carried on conversations
in the hallway. is no evidence in
the documents, however, that elec-
tronic surveillance was used to listen to
Justice Douglas's conversations.

Upun completing an investigation,

House Judiciary subcom-
m.iftee concluded that there were no

gru.mds for impeaching Justice Doug-

Thoug,h the bureau's files on Justice
cover the time period from




