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dJear o,

4 few minutes ago 1 finished a short conversation with John Crewdson. I returned
hi= ckll. I had bsen in Weshington for e phlebitis checlup (the enticcagulont, although
I am more mobile, is incroased). Because I am still unablc to dvive that distance w:thout
bedng exhausted for several days, a side comment that I think will have relevanoe. I
used the wather poor bus.

AllhhnmtodtokmuiswhﬂherlhadtoldMnthatcmhadpaid.cliﬁ’
Jndrevs for an interview. I had heard this. I have no irdependent recollection of having
beld Jolme Ur youe. Or snyone else. Sut I wouid have told anyons working on the story.

Becauso I hat no independent recellection I pold John I'd bost 20 over whas I
recalled %o ses if 1t could bring back ny source. I 442 tile. Y& sald thal Rather denied
paying Andrewe. I do not recall the exact words. But I do know that while Rather may
not heve, others ray have, The story I heard is thet indrevs got £1,000 for the interview

in Bew York, m;hdammcm'umrmstdmuww.mdmdmmu

to hit CES again thereafter. In telling hiz the =tory I came to bslieve tiet zy source
¥as one who hud been told this by onc who suid he had beem told by Andrevg.

As you know I have never belgeved any part of the Andreus story. Jopmg says he
has in his note my having told hin thés etory. The enly sense in which I eould have,
havinz and to John's imowledge having no possivility of first-hsnd knowlddge, has to
have been for Mo to follow if it interested him. I have never met Cliff. L have nevay
seen s ploture. I have nover hed a letter ef or a call from hiw. in fert as I under=
stand his approach, it specificall zge 1 an sure John Znows this. I am also
sure that he knows I am pretiy & e end can € have first-hend knowlsdge., I am pure
I told him I never beliaved the Andrews etory fPox the first., And I can date my komwiwi
first knowledge precisely. I believe but I am not cortein that this marticulor timing
suggested certein poseibilities to me and I =ay well have told Jobn what they cyo.

4s 1 say, Jolm teld me that Rather derded paying Cliff. I did not ask "did anyone
elu‘crthnutharposaﬂ.bﬂitian.Iumhmmtmhummmulm
%o make & choice between Futhor's word and Audvess' I'd believe Rather. (To wihom 1've
never falied and to whow I've writien two lutters sbout ethies, unenswored. )

John said this is sll he wanted to know and thet wes the end of thr conmversaiion.

Unce again his entire msnacr as well as his woids troudied wee Sven the vay he
put 1t to ay wife when he called at 1115 Petiey that he wouw.d like me to call him when
I 'mppur.“ShntoldntMavhmlulkadinuwdwrnmi the word is in her written
Wr'

Haybe John is just trying to eliminate what he mukk can elizinate from what he
is woridng on. But the other poseibility is whyr I write thls, olose %o imcedietoly,
for the record. I tried to phone you and you were either not in or did not answer, It
was approximately 5:30-5:45,

You imow I wondersd why the Times sont Shxge reporters to Bud, knowin. he had
been too busy to be active in the case for some time » while not finding time to send
one %o the -ress conference I hud to make aveibeble new Fil zaterials I obtainsd under
#0lis Now I wonder about this as it relates to ne.
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Keither, including John's "That's all I wanted to know," iy conpistont with
strjfight jourmaliam, Nor is indfiffercuca whew the Tises Washington Burean got & rulease,
hend=delivered, about ry offer of thic nev ecvidence and 1t hed the gamé thing on the
eity neve vire,

faybe thie is much ado about nothing. Haybe it is just %ohn's marnsr and some
arcane journalistic concepts in your Washington bureeau. I'm taking this time because
1 think there is a reascnable interpretation that it is not.

If you care to cézmunicetc this to anyune eloe at the Tizes, including whai
follows, rlease do.

FHy belief, which I'd rather bave not be the fact, is that this is intended
as an atiack on we and for this use in the Tiges.

There is a long hbstory between me and the Lires and itz at<itude towsrd the
side of controwersial issups on which it and I are, ite record and mine and its record
with rezerd to 2s and my work as well as the facility with wkich it Dinds nou-exports
for dsfemations, fore that under the circusatances I think it beat not t9 toll you or
anyone slsee But I think if this comes to en issus, as 4% will if the Pimes defenes me
for doiug uo more than jusaing on a tip anybody pept idndergarven should imew could
have Leen no more and was intended ag no nore, I will secak counsele 1 thiak shat with
a long ristory it will cracss tho umalico line, if it basn't almmdy. If 4% coses to tids,
as I once discussed with John in asicing him to keep full notes on what he was learning,
the Tises will find tiat I have fairly full yovords hat nobody at the “ices Las.(The
ooccasiion, Ly the way, wos whoo John alled we fron “slifownds to tell ae thet the
shrink to whos Eay went gave him an analysis that exactly coindided with ihe one that
L had given John and that Yerold Frank had shown $his shrink FBI reports denied the
Hay defense even under the candate of the Gth corcuit court of appeals, for a "fuil
scele judiciel inguiry," approz. We Gid aek Tor thuse things on discobery, as the court
and our records will show, and were mfused =long after they were nade aveddable to
anyonz of ayocuphentic predisposition, Thus & px part of uy Ced.75~1996.)

411 of this begen uhen I suggested the existence of a legitlzate story tu you.
it that tixe I had never spokea to Joln. s you inow & saked nothing ir returi. 4s I have
sinee teld you, from vhat * kmew of you of the ast I opent whet for e is 4 cousiivrable
sum with 5o possibility of oy kiund of bonafli to w0 in an effert o Lo e hulul s
1 could be %o the Timws.is you also know I have offered the Tiups, tiugh you, exelusives
where 1 have no conilict of interest and again asking notaing in roturn., When I have
largs debts and no regular incone selfishnens in this i nat eagily stivibuted to ze.

43 a matier of fact. I have alse told you that Jorm ¢4d not read Foat kortem when
it was taken from you and given to him. Nor did he ever get tack to me except for a
single irrelevant question he phonsd m¢ froz, he enid,Cakifornia. There is in this book
ac-urats sclentific date;lnovlodge of widch ke cbuld use in the &ing cane. He aloo ¢id
0ot teil me eituer taaf he had not eospleted this.sssigument or haa been taken off of
it, which limited gnd hendicapped me, as we have disoussed.

ig of this minute I will stshd on any represcntation I have ever msce to anyoae
on the Times as & matter of my own percondl knowledge, as distinguished froc reports
that reached e that I ppss+d on under circunstances tis: o it shviocus it couldd not
be personsl knowlecge. Andvews is an exemple o trise

I write you not to involve you. But when I spoke: to Hedri€k Smith about two
difierent things thet by normal standards would be considercd legitimete news, he t-1d
aey without eny diseussion with ne, R appréxizately, that he has trust in his zon and
leaves these motiers up to them. Under thie formulation I felt he did not wgat me to
2u furtler and I ¢ddn't. Thess had to do with the spontaneity of Levi's announcement of
an Mnvostigation" (on widchhx John told me Horrek would cellesnd Horroek didn't - and
Uavid solin's agreement with me aftey our

debate in asking a Congresaional JFY investization,
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After supper. It has been about 10 days eince John last called vee He then told
me that the next day the IJ or #u was going to ghov him what irey havo +1thheld from
e ainoe I filod for it 4/15/75 and sucd for it whes, levi &l not respond to ry 5/5/75
&ppoal some vine agh. If Jolm is tha nd of reporter who has no questlony kbout this
and hesked acked for,Preparation for this exazination and from what he tol< me hadn't
read what could hava prepared hix, that is hie affair, I the Tines 16 the king o sapar
ibat goos inic nawe Bexdng on uajor svents in this unprepavred rawser or waats or
directs of tolerates iig people doing it, that is the Tinest effeir. Zut 1 4id offer
“olm mreparation and I dic address waat the govermeat was dodng Yo the medin in ihe
Frees conference for whiclh t ¢ Tizes had no etalfer when 4% could spar: tloee, giie
norual hours, to ssuk Sud out, That was taped and filmed and there widd be ug auestions
about racts or oifers oy selilsnnesswess, 1 went to all wide trowble and then, to the
ress that did not have the gunptlon, offered it fruo,

1 o= reuinded that when “odathen Deniels lest his hrosst and iTayed to the high
hMavens over the Bay of Pizs and I wrote end esked for his full text 1 E9T no regnonse,
If the Timer wants to the either the tail o the closept thing to the zdwd teil of errant

officialdos, 1% surely har the right- if {4p nooe works - to olerp the nose and 150 o]
trdis eud,

\I'm rezinded of 1957 and not Yaniels buv Dardell, whea 1 wes phoced In a hintere
land as the oaly sober Person who could be trusted - I Wad worklug® whak Landell broso
2 woran's leg in Trying to do what she did not want demes 4% 3 a.me I oouldn't getfe
doctor. I found a vet.)

But I did offer the Tines what I kv, what I had sng what L had juct received
that was relevant and then and thereafter, specififally in the jwoevious convensation
with dohn, and it wes not £i to print wheroas what 1 suepdat acens to be, vhon i+ is
205 relevant ak in any rgfprenantation of either o lagiticate shory of i4as facts of the
cases ixel 2o you know I ngs only asiced nothing for this, I ¢4dn't even aak your
asourances of tho recovery of & @xpanges when + undarteok Lo helpe I kuow of uobody on
the Tiges who ie not paid. 1 have nad no régular income, certainly uo salary, for more
than a gecade,

ou, rersonaliy, kuow thet I offered the dimeg eclusively wnat _ obtained with

no roequast for compesmsation. You know that ¢here wers other otrers I wade, had acoepted,
and gsited 19 mere 4han the ectual smroxing costa, to this dey not paid,

There is nothing personal in thisy &9 I'n cure you lmow, 1t i Just that there
is nobody else ou thiz on the Sdiacs 1 hgve sy reasen o have feith ine I tlink 4t 19 o
wretéhed business. 1 tidnk aleo thes ¥hen 4 an 411 end can't keap up with work tlst is
important to me it 4s abasive to take my tize oven when i'm aslecp or supposed Lo be
io zet &8 close to the root of tiw federal tail an peusivle while retending ciheg=
wise t¢ Lz e

The Stete of Jeivesoee sav fit to sispense with deary Laile's services in thig
case. The ril saw fit to let Kobort “ragier retive when he is younger and in pettep
health than *, leither of these develomments seems to heve been news fit to rirt. Hok
¥ag it uhen Faile, in the presence of 2 vitness, personslly threstened me because oi oy
worit in this case,

if John's alleged elsoking of no rore then ac u.xc:i'i.rmd ropurt 4 pacsed on i
ell/of a sudden news vhen g1 else 1 have dome is mot, then we will a situstion
ﬁbﬁut which l'll 80 Wzmt’ if an:)'t}ﬁ.ﬂg| I can dﬂ' vhen 4ho tine conea,

“hen I called Sunday gud you were asleep ~ had seversl purposes. Those I recall
have %o do with of'ers witiout request for coupensation ror the work 1 Laus Yo you. By
then 1 had receivey Beveral approaches. While nothing tay come of ey, 1 felt ouligated
to inforn you., Another had to do with an FOLA swit I'a BXR never joiten ardund to
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starting. I mnembeg'dit then, theught it coukd make a etory, your youngest could have
handled it, so I called to see if you wantid it. 1 h:ve initiated it.There is no pos=
sible answer tihat does @0t hold the posaibilitdes of a cacent stoxy.

To the reporter with slwse snployer there -ay bz a resl prozpect I sald that I
had been selesd te hang loose until the first of the:year snd hed agreed. I also told
him that I would, if x his peeple dmrdopl an intereat, walt only a fiw days aftor the
fivst.

boshiny personal, ho. Dopafully, this is & coapicte vaxbe of time. but if 1 thought
i% waz 1'd not be wasting 1t.

agmin inserruptione. Jid tdmeplus.

fr it ia po more than an incut WAy oi expressing himself vohn pdoked a very bad
day for this idnd of thing. I've peen out of the hospltal for two months. During that
#ire the level of anti-coagulent préscribed, after a teaporary reduciion of a sixth, vas
today incremsed to woai L1t was last week, three tiscs she lovel preseribed vhen . wes
disgherged. What < have can b2 not only serious but fatal. L've lost rest I require Trom
John's thonghtleasness or errosance, I ssked and received and notidng for this.
T'm pranaved to try $0 be as helpful f.7éz\vm-, gncluding £liwes people. as I can be end
without any quid pro qio,

Dut 1'm usot prepared 1o accept in milencs auy iors oF thig «Wnd of abuse,
whether or & not it ever appesrs in type. There say woll be a 1imit ¢4 what I can do.
But by now, as I think you have seon, thore iz ao 1udt to what I as willing to trye I
do not vant o, bub 7 I huve o, I'11 muks a trge I I wers aot 413 $hds would ba
the cesc. if what I cuspsch, nusty Lusiness cowaived neaicst ud and ze, turna out to
ve the reality, there ic so illness phort of wist I do not ezpoct, total incapacity,
that will doter waat eifort I can and will wako.

In none of thda-do - proowis trat you arc oF caR control she Tissx, I write you
for these roasongs I truet ¥ou a6 3 mowa ko conptant teporter ond ms 20 honoot sang
there is nobsdy else with whom L hsve damli;‘m tida story of when 1 can honeatly or
TeABOIA! ay tide {a% the Mmes); and I think thet socaens thero ought want o paper of
its repatation to be & DIt more ithan & shvernuent ansholz.

1 hope Lil ha: tize in the morniug %o road oré corzect ilde because L Luv
won't and it will po nut in tae morning.

o woy to wind up with the sincere hope that you have o gocd year ahesd,

Sincorely,
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12/25/75 P.S.

I'nm sorry if I seem to be taking anger or disappointment out on youye This is
not my intent. Aud I realize John can say that he was werely checking to sce if I had
something, However, that would have had morez credibility at the time I passed the report
on to him for him to investigete. It was a matter of no consequence to me or I'd have
made a note of it and would have been able to get it out and read it. Likewise doos it
seem that at the time it appeared to be of no consequence to John, or he'd then have
asked me my source ofY sources. Another is not impossible and if it is true it would be
a dependable source, At the time it just made no difference to me. CHS haz a long history
of this, paying people to talk. Even staging news. Always with bad people.

What does make a difference is that I can't think of a single decent, honest fair
job of reporting on eny political-assassination stories that originated with the Times'
national desl or DC burcau. There have been infrequent decent reporting jobs, far less
than was justified, by metro desk reporters.

At every time there seems to be som: new information not favorsble to corrupt
government on this subject the national desk comes to its rescue. Its record of the sup-
prescion of what by normal standards are legitimato stories is incredible and incredbily
long. regardless of who presides. Post dortem, for example, anc the lessx than honest
way in which John deslt with me on it. If John knew his nationsl desk wanted a story he'd
have had no trouble finding one. I've @&T you tho appendixz pages I had noted for him to
make this easy.

For a dogen years it has been no more than an agjunct of corruption in government.

The exceptions are when someone like you worked on the Hing case. You can reread
some of those stories with pride. So can beiferman end others. In fact, this is one of
the things John argued with me, when I said the contemperaneous repting was excellent.

I can't think of anything he didn't argue with me ezcept that the shrink coufirmed by
acateur analysis of Jimnye

Again 1 lay awske last night after -4 hours of cleeps The prescribed pill didn't
work. 1 knew I'd need it. between dozing thereafter g I did think about this. I suppose
there arc a cocbination of factors involved in the dopth of my feeling. One is the
traditional view I hold of the press end its responsibilities. Another is what I am certain
ell this corruptiong has done to the country, especially to the young. This kind of
reporting/non-reporting becomes a new kind of MoCffrthyism. The corruptions spreadgd end
the same corrupters do the same in other arcas and got sway with it because the same
press fails to espose/report it. The same John, toc, when I told him he waz beinz had on
his Nosenko story. I was right. On enother subject he'd have been anxious to check it cute
On this he was satisfied he had good sources. Even though there cams a time when he ad-
mitted he is sware that tho government wants very much to get favorable stories in the
“4mes, His diligonce in defense of his omlling and his paper's integrity is reflocted in
his not checlkding out a single one of thesc things about which he pdmitted an avareness
of the pomsibilityol decepticns On no other story would he K not 4 he had avaidable means.

So 1 suppose all my feelings ure magnified by what 1 see hapuening to the couniry.
I see a groving suthoritarianisn made possible ty the sbaicaffing press. This boi}s down
in individuals, who have sons and daughters. I time their sons and daughters, some, will

cowme to understand and to feel what thelir gathgrn have done, not vitg respect and admiration.

One minor ineident of this is within my recent experience. The kids rylend had asked me

to appear £ in & benefot for them Yo raise :oney so they could exercise their Constituticnal
rights. I sgreed but said I couldn't drive there. Among themsclves one valunteered. Hice kide
I'd never met him bafore. He wanted to stop off so his mother, who had read some of my work,

could meet wme. She is e war bride, apparently, who chepshes the great improvement she finds

here. It happens that the father sells something we need and I said 1'd buy it from him, What

haprened instead is that the father felt even an unknown relationship of purely commercial
nature could interferc with his business with the government and ordered his son to drop
out of that student zroup. The son had to do it. It was not easy on him, The others hold

hin in contempt, If it is but one minor tragedy it is sypptomatic of what troubles me
mach in all of this, 1've seen much of it over the years.



