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Levi Backs Kelley Amid Rumors

He May Be on the
Way Out

By Orr Kelly

Washington Star Staff Writer

Atty. Gen. Edward H
vi, who previously hac
sharply criticized the FBI,
as now gone out of his way
to eprress vigorous support
for FBI Director Clarence
M. Kelley and the bureau in
what he describes as “this
period of torment.”

“I am proud of the
Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation and its director,”
Levi told a meeting of the

International Association of

Chiefs of Police in Denver
yesterday.

Justice Department
sources said Levi's state-
ment of sup]port for the bu-
reau was related directly to
recent rumors that Kelley
might be on the way out
after little more than two
years as head of the bureau
and to reports of poor mo-
rale within an agency that
for years was virtually free
of outside criticism.

IN EFFECT, Levi back-
ed away from his own pub-
lic criticism of the bureau.
Earlier this year, he de-
scribed some of the
bureau’s actions against
suspected domestic subver-
sive groups in the pre-Kel-
ley years as “foolish and
outrageous.”

But yesterday he warned
that ''the retrospective
view of past abuses is in
many ways unfair.”

“It is forgetful of the his-
torical circumstances and
the different standards of
behavior held by society in
the past. It is one-sided and
fails to give credit to the
heroism and dedication dis-

layed over the years,”

vi said.

In the last two weeks, two
news magazines have
carried reports that Kelley
had either threatened to re-
sign or was about to be
forced out by pressure from
within the bureau. Levi's
speech was designed to lay
to rest those rumors as far
as Kelley's superiors in the
Justice Deartment are con-
cerned, department sources
said.

In recent interviews with

The Washington Star, a
number of FBI agents ex-
pressed a kind of affection
for Kelley and admiration
for the way he has handled
himself during what is, in
many ways, the most dif-
ficult and frustrating period
in the bureau's history.
“HE IS the right man at
the right time,” said the
agent in charge of the FBI

-office in a major East Coast

city. “He is the man for the

“FBI right now — the per-

fect guy for us.”

None of those interviewed
minimized the problems the
bureau faces, but they all
seemed confident in Kel-
ley’'s leadership.

*'Most of us feel that Kel-
ley is extremely unfortu-
nate to be at the helm in
this time of transition,”
said an assistant agent in
charge "in a Midwestern
city. “But we feel he is

doing as good as he can
under the circumstances.'’

These are the things that
are bothering the bureau
‘fnd Kelley:

Apgents are deeply con- |

cerned that they or their
colleagues may be prose-
cuted for actions they tock
under .orders, sometimes
years ago. The concern be-
came so intense that Kelley
called the leaders of the
field offices to Washington
three weeks ago. It was
only the second time such a
meeting had been held
since Kelley took office.
Deputy Atty. Gen. Harold
yler Jr. said in an
interview that he spent 90
minutes with the agents.
“It is a dreadful prob-
lem,” Tyler said, “‘where
an agent is being called to
testify (before a congres-
sional committee) on what
he did or did not do. We
can't provide a lawyer to
represent him.
“On the other hand, it

seems monstrous if an
agent is theoretically in a
tough position — where he
ought to have counsel — if
he has to dip into his sav-
ings to hire a lawyer.

“It is monstrous to ask
him to shell out of his sav-
ings if he was only doing his
duty. I don’t like to say,
‘Sorry, kid, you've got to
get yourself a lawyer,”

So far, Tyler said, he and

a committee working on the '

problem have not found a
solution that is fair to the
agents and workable.

® Bureau officials and
agents are seriously con-
cerned about the rapid ero-
sion in recent months of the
sanctity of FBI files.

Until recently, it was only
on a rare occasion when
anyone outside the FBI got
a look at FBI files. In re-
cent weeks, thousands of

pages of files have beeen |

released under the new
Freedom of Information
Act amendments and court
orders; General Accounting
Office investigators are
working in FBI offices
investigating the bureau for
Congress; staff members of
the Senate committee
investigating intelligence
activities are gettting a
look at raw FBI files.

- “To some degree, this




has already caused us some
problems on the street,”
one agent said. “We have
i lost some sources. It is not
major yet, but it is a prob-
v lem.”
The agents interviewed
' felt that elley had protect-
ed the bureau's interests as
far as he could.

“This is a concern to me
and to the agent on the
street,” said the assistant
agent in charge in an East
Coast city. “But we think
he’s done everything he
could to preserve the invio-
lability of the files,”

* Agents were disturbed by
the handling of charges
that FBI agents in Rich-
mond had acted improperly
after an illegal police wire-
tap was uncovered. Tyler
took over investigation of

the case and. suspended the
agents involved.

““There was concern
about the Richmond case,
but we didn't know the
facts,”” one agent said.
“We've always handled our
own internal cases. This
was the first time I ever
heard of anything like this.
Our inspectors have always
done an honest job.”

Tyler said the agents had
been “victimized by a lot of
rumors." And, he said, they
seemed to accept his expla-
nation that his action had
been taken to avoid any
possibility of a later accu-
sation of a cover-up in the

_case by the FBI — particu-

larly since a relatively
high-ranking official, the

agent in ‘charge in Rich-'

mond, was involved.
To some agents, espe-
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cially the younger ones,
Kelley seems isolated, sur-
rounded by officials who
rose to positions of power in
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the days of J. Edgar Hoov-
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ley, whose wife is seriously
ill, normally spends a long
weekend at his home in
Kansas City, Mo. Normally,
he leaves Washington on
Thursday evening and
doesn't return until Sunday
night or Monday morning.
OFt , in fact, he keetps a
speaking engagement in
the Raneas City area that
keeps him there through
Monday as well. .
THERE IS a deep sense
of frustration, in both the
bureau and the Justice De-
partment, over the amount
of time that has had to be
devoted recently to dealing
with questions of the past.
“This has been a tough
eriod for the bureau,”
!i‘yler said. "“Kelley has
been spending so much of
his resources going into the
things of years ago. That

has meant there were
things Kelley would like to
do and can't do.”

“There is no question we
have been sidetracked be-
cause we have been caught
up in a maelstrom of in-
quiry and question,” said
an agent who was until re-
cently involved in planning
for the bureau's future.
“There have been just fan-
tastic demands on Kelley’s
time."

When officials of the bu-
reau and the department
were asked about Kelley's
future, the only serious

uestion raised concerned

e strenuous demands of

the job. )
At 63, Kelley appears to
be in good health. But he is

slightly deaf, which is an
irritation, he sometimes
suffers from a stiff back

“showed

and he smokes heavily.

EARLIER this year, he
received a sge wael:: a
doctor exami ar on
the outside of his left fore-
arm. Kelley, on the advice
of other doctors, had been
treating it with salves, but
it persisted. Then tests
it was skin cancer.
s y a skin graft
s i ok bl Bu

t em is now appar-
entl l’Imhind him.

e special agent in
charge of one large city
was asked about the rumors
that Kelley might either re-
sign or be forced out. He
paused for a few moments
and then said:

“Who would be his
successor? I don’t want to
even think about that.”

is strength-
ct that Kel-



