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New Emphasis
On Spy Vigil

By Tim O'Brien
‘Washington Post Stalf Writer

Reporting on his first year
in office, FBI Director Clar-
ence MS‘e Kelley said yesterday
his ageney is stepping up the
hunt for Communist spies,
prosecuting thousands of or-
ganized crime figures and still
searching for Patty Hearst.

Kelley said “additional em-
phasis is being placed on FBI
counterespionage operations”
to keep pace with increasing
number of official and unoffi- |
cial visitors from Communist
nations.

Pointing speciically to citi-
zens of China and the Saviet
Union, Kelley said visitors
from Communist countries are'
arriving in numbers large
enough to require greater FBI
counterespionage. activity,

‘“We are redireeting some

that we might give thig sit-
uation additional attention,”
he said. “We are giving it ad-
ditional emphasis,"”

Ticking off the bureau’s ac-
complishments during his first
year at the helm, Kelley said:

¢ More than 1,250 organized
erime figures were convicted
in FBI cases, including
“ranking sydicate leaders”
Carmine Tramun{i and Vin-
cent Aloi of New York City,
Philip Testa of RHiladelphia,
Gennaro Angiulo| bf Boston
and Frank Brancgy
land. .

* More than

ganized crime figy pare be-
ing prosecuted ifjk@Annection
with FBIrelated cases; among
them “five national Syndicate
leaders in three cities.”

* FEI investigations led to a
reeord 15240 federal convie-
tions in the past ({iscal year,
more than a five cent. in-|
crease over the peevious rec-
ord in fiscal 1973.,| .

® A record 37891 fugitives

CLARENCE M. EELLEY
. . . assesses first year

were located in
Among them we

7BI - cases,
2 8ix on the
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vent crime than to prosecute
eriminals” Kelley said “the
FBI still commands a high
position of respect among our
cltizens®
But a single unsolved case
continues to cloud the bu-
reau’s reputation for gang-
busting professionalism
Speaking to reporters yester-
day, Kelley acknowledged that
the FBI still' does not know
' the whereabouts of newspaper
heiress Patricia Hearst or
remnants of the Symbionese
Liberation Army, which she
joined. 2
“We do not know whether
or not they are out of the
country,” Kelley said. “We do

not know where she is.”

For more than five months
the FBI has pursued Miss
Hearst—first as a kidnap vie-
'tim, next as a material witness
Ito a bank holdup, and finally
as a bearer of illegal firearms.
Kelley vowed that “we will
prevail” insolving the case.

Kelley defended his bureau
against criticism that it over-
looked two major clues in the
first stages of the Hearst case.

Acknowledging that the FBI




failed to stake out a bank
where SLA member Camilla
Hall held a checking account,
he said the decision was based
on manpower reguirements
for other, more promising
leads. He said insufficient in-
formation existed at the time
to believe a stakeout would
pay off. Miss Hall was able to
personally - enter the bank,
withdraw her money unchal-
lenged and depart.

Kelley also acknowledged
reports that his agents, when
first sefrching the apartment
from . which Miss Hearst was
abducted, failed to find hidden
cyanide bullets—a trademark
of the SLA. In a search the
next day, however, the bullets
were found taped under a
book case.

Kelley said the first search
was aimed at finding leads to
where the SLA had taken
Miss Hearst, that the apart-
ment was secured so no evi-
dence would be lost, and that
a more thorough subsequent
search uncovered the evi-
dence. ~

In his fiscal year-end report
to Attorney General William
Saxbe, Kelley said kidnap
cases are demanding a “major
portion” of the FBI's investi-
gative attention, but that “the
overwhelming majortiy of
these cases are successfully
concluded with the vietim’s
safe return, the arrest of crim-
inals involved, and recovery of
most — in many cases, all —
of the ransom money.”

Pointing to two divergent
trepds in American crime,
Kelley said there has been a
“dramatic decrease in aireraft

jackings” but a “dramatic
rise in financial manipulations
computer frauds and other
“white collar’ erimes during the
past fiscal year.

A year ago this week, the 62-
year-old former FBI agent and
Kansas City police chief took
the reins of an agency shaken
by events that hurt its morale
and reputation and left its fu-
ture uncertain.

Kelley dissassociated him-
self both from “the shroud of
mystique” that critics say en-
veloped the FBI under the 48
year reign of J. Edgar Hoover
and from the Watergatere-
lated actions of L. Patrick
Gray.

“Paramount in my mind . . .
was to establish-the fact that
we are free of political influ-
ence and that every effort
should be extended that we
might remain 50,” he said.

Among his major changes at
the bureau, he said, are new

lrestrictions on the use of in
formation in the FBI's compu-
terized identification records,
As of July 1, the FBI stopped
gjviqg maost arrest records to
civilian agencies for use in
screening job applicants un-
less the records show the dis-
poaitlm:dosf the arrest.

ecords based only on suspi-
cion or involving minor offen-
ses are no longer retained.
And for the first time, he saieg,
an indlvit_iua.l can obtain a
copy of his own identification
record.




