Bell States
FBI'’s Kelley
To Be Ousted

Testimony Indicates
' Director’s Removal

‘Before Too Longf _
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Attorney General-designate Grif-
fu_-z B. Bell said yesterday that FBI
Director Clarence M. Kelley will
be replaced “before too long” as
he_ad of the federal govergment’s
principal law enforcement agency.

Testifying at the Senate Judiciary
Committee’s hearings on his confirma-
tion, Bell replied tp a question about
Kelley by saying: “I think we can look
forward to the time when we'll have a
new director.” o i '

Bell said he couldn't give the com:
mittee a “time frame” for the FBI
changeover, But, he added, “I think
it would not be long.”

In his remarks, which came during
the committee’s morning session, Bell
was reluctant to discuss details of the
incoming Carter administration's
plans for the FBI, And, when he re-
turned to testify in the afternoon, he
seemed fo hedge siightly about Kel-
ley's status. .

When committee members pressed
him to be more specific, Bell gaid that
during the luncheon recess he had re-
ceived a number of calls from Kel-
ley's supporters in Congress.

“I'd like to stand on what I said this
morning,” he said.

In his earlier testimony, Bell had
praised Kelley for his three-year ef-
fort in trying to restructure the scan-
dal-tern FBI and repair the damage
caused to the bureau's reputation by
its past abuses of civil liberties in do-
mestic security investigations,

But he also séemed to confirm in an
indirect way the widely held belief
that the Carter team feels Kelley has
not succeeded in exerting control over
the FBI and wants a director of its
own choosing,

Bell noted that, under a new retire-
ment law, most of the ¥FBI's top man-
agement echelon will be leaving at
the end of the year and that it is
likely that Kelley will stay on only for
a time to assist with the transition to
a new executive team, »
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He pointed out that Kelley, 65, was
appointed to a term that would nor-
mally enable him to remain in office
until at least age 70. The “legislative
history” of how the law would apply
in case of an attempt to drop Kelley
earlier “is not clear,” Bell said,

However, congressional sources fa-
miliar with the legislation granting
the FBI director a single term of 10
years said it was not intended to bar a
President from replacing him before
the end of that term, The director,
these sources said, still “serves at the
pleasure of the President” and can be
removed by him. 1

Although Bell did not mention it,
another factor known to be complicat-

-ing Kelley's situation is his pension.

Under a federal law passed last sum-
mer, the three years that Kelley has
served as director would allow his
pension from earlier FBI service to be
recomputed on the basis of the higher
director’s salary. ;

However, the law does not take ef-
fect.until Oet. 1, and Kelley would
have to remain in active federal serv-
ice until that date to take advantage

of its provisions. For that }eason, Bell
is believed to be sympathetic to keep-

ing Kelley at the FBI in some capac.

ity until October.

Bell also reiterated that he has not

decided on a new FBI director, But he
told the committee that, in interview-
ing candidates for the still unfilled

" post of deputy attorney general, he
has been weighing how they would fit
into the FBI director’s slot,

Although Bell's remarks about Kel-
ley created the biggest stir at yester-

day’s hearing, most of the questioning
by committee membes continued to
focus on his clvil rights positions dur-

ing his earlier careers as an Atlanta .

lawyer and a federal appeals court
judge. *

His nomination to head the Justice

Department has stirred heavy opposi-
tion from a number of eivil rights and

liberal groups, and representatives of

these organizations are scheduled to
begin testifying against Bell's confir-
mation today. 3

Much of the opposition centers on

charges that during the late 1950s he

helped former Georgia Gov. Ernest

Vandiver's program of “massive re- -

sistance” to school desegregation.

Bell has insisted that he tried to be
“a forée for moderation” in his legal
advice to Vandiver, and yesterday he
summarized his role during that pe-
riod by saying:

“I do not have any regrets about
participating in the Vandiver adminis-
tration. I think I made a valuable con-
tribution to the times I was in. But,
that doesn’t mean my views haven't
changed. I hope I've grown some . . .
I think I'm a person who believes in
civil rights.” < y ‘

He admitted' that he belongs to two
Atlanta eclubs—the Capital City Club
and the Piedmont Driving Club—that
bar blacks and Jews from member-
ship. He has agreed to resign from
both clubs, reportedly under pressure
from President-elect Jimmy Carter,

Bell said he also had been a mem-
ber of a lawyer's club that had barred
blacks and that he had fought to haye
this restriction removed.

“Because of that issue, I did not at-
tend a meeting for three years” he
said, “T drew a distinction in'my mind
between a lawyer's club and & social
club. One involves public service, and
I do not believe it should be restric-
tive in its membership." =




