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This is to advise that information has been received
indicating that a book being written by William Manchester, who has

been commissioned to do so by Mrs. John F. Kennedy, concerning the.

four days surrounding the assassination and funeral of the late
President, is to be published in November, 1966. '
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James J. Rowley, Director, U. S. Secret Service, advise
that he had received information that the book being written by

with the author in furnishing material for this book.

The book in question is one which Mrs. John F. Kennedy

commissioned the author, William Manchester, to write.

It is noted that in June, 1964, Manchester saw the Director’
and asked a number of questions relative to the Director's activities

. {
William Manchester concerning the four days surrounding the assaséi- )
nation and funeral of the late President, was to be published in Noveniber,
1966. Rowley advised he had no additional details concerning this matter

other than the fact that Secret Service had, under instructions, cooperated =

o
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"
-

on November 22, 23, 24 and 25, 1963. The questions asked by Manchester

were answered by the Director and detailed memorandum covering this
interview, dated 6/4/64, was prepared by Mr. Deloah. A copy

REC. 52 b3- /07060"

According to newspaper accounts, the book is to be publi
by Harper _a.uZRow at the request of Mrs. Kennedy.

memorandum is attached.
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BJECT: WILLIAM MANCHESTER ‘ O A s
AUTHOR OF KENNEDY BOOK TO BE PUBLISHED IN 1969 ,,@-'5
APPOINTMENT WITH DIRECTCR, 10:10 A, M., 6-4-64 - ,o -

By appointment, I introduced William Manchester, who has been - [ _/
namissioned by Mrs, Johin F, Kennedy to write a book concerning the four days
irrounding the assassination and funeral of the late President, te the Dir ector at
):10 5. m., today in the Director's Office,

Mr. Manchester first thanked the Director for szeing him. H2 explained
2t he had alrezdy scen approximately 90 people, principally in Washington; however,

«d not yet gone to Dallas, Texas, inasmuch as Chief Justice Warren felt that he should

)t conduct interviews in Dallas until after the Warren Corimission report had b2en issue.

s & f’:’ i

' . In instituling a series of questicas to the Directar, Mr, Munchester firs!
quired as to what the Director was doing cn November 22, 23, 24 and 23, 1983, /- - .
anchester added: that he would first like to start with Nov embez z‘., 1963, at the precisz
oment the Director first received the news that the Presideat had been sho‘. The .
irector replied that he had just returned from lunch. This was approximat2ly 1:10 p, .m
nsys 1‘91‘1 was brought in to him reflecting the President had been shol,  The Dirvector.
amediately salled the Attorney General who was at his homa dining with the U, S.. X
torney from New York, Mr., Morgenthau, The Director advised the Attorney Goneral
at a news amouncement had been made that the Presicent had been wounded, The
irector stated he next talked to the SAC of our Cifice In D’lll._s, Texas. He was iaforme
at the Fresident kad been wounded and had been laken to the Parkland Memorial Hespil
ha SAC aiso advised that Governor Connally had been shot and was now in the emergenny
om with Eennedy at the same hospital, Mrs, Kennedy and Mrs, Connrally, wino wexr
ding in the same car, had not been hit, The SAC told the Director that it ap; crrcd that
e shots had come [rom an upper s'.-)“y window of the Texas Book Depository Buitiing
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Re: William Manchester, Author of Kennedy Book
To Be Published in 1969
Appointment with Dircctor, 10:10 a, m., 6-4-64

i The Dallas Office additionally advised the Director shortly after 2:00 p, m.
Iat day that the President had died, The Director immediately called the Attorney
Seneral once again and told him of the death of his brother, At this time the Direclor
nquired as Lo whether the Attorney General planned to go to Dallas. The Director slated
hat ke bad 2dviced the Attorney General that if such plans were in the making he would
acilitate his departure and aveival, The Divector told Manchester that shortly therealie:
wur Dallas Cilice called once again to indicate that the President's body wculd be
‘mmediately flown back to Washington and that the Vice President bad already been swiin
n as President, The Direclor later called the Attorney General once again and tald hiva
hat the FEI was moving into the investigation, The Director advised Manchester that tiw:
FEI fook this action despite the fact that there was no law making it a Federal violation to
1ssassjrate the President. '

\ £

At this point the Direclor gave Manchester a brief hislory of the
issasgination of SAC Shanahan in Chicago, Dlincis, in the midcle 1520’s, There was 1o
Federal law against assaulling or murdering an FBI Agent al that time, The Director
old Manchester he initiated action to’make it a Federal crime to assault or kill an F31
\gent so that uroper action could be taken in Federal court rather than a local court in
such matters, .

The Director told Manchester that if the FBI had taken cuslody of
l,ee Harvey Oawald, Jr., Oswald would never have been killed by Jack Ruby, The
D‘ire,_ctor stziod that the murder of Oswald by Ruby naturally gave rise to considerable
speculaticnand ramer, All of this could have been avoided had the Dallas-police talen—
yroper action to protect Oswald, = : ’

The Director told Manchester that the FEJ immmediately entered the case,
i

lespite non~jurisdiction, and that we interviewed Oswald as soon as he was mada availwi
E

The Director stated that cn the evening of November 22, 1963, at approximately 7:28 pom

pPresident Johneca called him at his home and requested that the FBI take comnpiefe cholp:
>f tha case iuvolving the assassination. The Director stated he advised the President

nat the FBI had already entered the case and that we would, of course, go all out in @ia
matter. The Director also icld the President that he was eoncerned about the great
umount of publicity coming out of Dallas,

The Director then told Manchester that the Dallas police had given cut
sonsiderable information received as a result of FBI findings, particularly [rom lur
Laboratory, -Fe added that on the 4th or 5th cay following the assassination he instrucied
yur SAC in Dallas to contact Chiaf of Police Curry and order him to make no [urither
statements to the press with respect to the evidence or investigation surrcunciag the
1ssassinztion, TLe Director teld Manchester that this C;ﬁef of Police could have told
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Re: William Manchester, Author of Kennedy Book '

“  To Be Published in 1969 _
Appointment with Director, 10:10 a,m,, 6-4-64

him to go to hell; however; he had recognized the obviocus necessity and logic of such
instructions and had complied. The Director explained to Manchester at some length
the necessily Lo keep physical evidence confined prior to the prosecution of ar individual,

. The Director told Manchester that on Saturday evening, Noveinber 23,
1963, our Dallas Office had received an anonymous telephone call indicating that plans
had been made to murder Oswald when he was removed from the Dallas City Jail, The 3
FBI informed the Dalias Chief of Police immediately, The Director told Manchester i
that original plans for remcval of Oswald had been made for 10:00 p. m, that Saturday nhe
night, The Chief of Police, Lhowever, changed these plans by acceding to the pressvre
of the press that Oswald be removed at a convenient time so that communications media
could cover the event, Our Dailas Oifice again called the Dallas Police Departmeat ca o
Sunday morning, November 24, 1983, and reminded that Departinent of the same 5 NN
anonymous telephone call, At that time the Chief of Police assured car Dallas Office that
all precautions were being taken to protect Oswald, s

Ny The Director informed Manchester that fcllowing the President's call

at 7:25 p. m,, November 2%, 1963, he gave specific instructions ihat the FBI do everylli i
possible to thoroughly investigate this case, The Director stated that =dditional W
personnel were immediately sent to Dallas, He told Manchester tlis was necessary
inasmack as our Dallas Office and FBI Headquarters, as well as other offices, received
hurdreds and hundreds of phone calls, telegrams and letters setting forti leads in this
case. ' _ R

Mooy - » - hd -—

L .. _ >~ Manchester inquired as to whether-the Divector placed any sisutficance - -~ o
to the ancriymous phore call concaerning the plan to murder Oswald. The Director replindg 3
that we had no way of knowing at the time whether any imporiance shwould be atiached 7 r
not; however, we did have the responsibility to immediately nctify thz Dallas police,
which we did,

The Director claracterized Jack Ruby as somewhat of a "police Huil."
As a result of his friendship with 2 number of police officers he had easy accensinility

to the Dallas Police Department. The Director stated that he did not know whether Ry’ e
reported incanity was uf the sincere or faked type inasmuch as we were not psychiatrisis. A
He stated that Ruby had given the excuse that he had killed Oswald because of his obi s
affecticn for the late Presidont and the fact that he wanted to prevent any further sorvow

to Mrs. Kennedy inasmuch as she would necessarily have to return to Dalles cud teatily

against Oswald,
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Re: William Manchester, Author of Kennedy Book
To Be Published in 1969
~ Appointment with Director, 10:Da, m,, 6-4-64 o S
[ | ' . H
‘Manchester inquired as to the exact location of the Direclor at the time :
Oswald was killed on Sunday, November 24, 1963, The Director replied that he was at e 1]

<

home, Te stated that the Dallas Oifice contacted him immediately following this evenl, i
Manchester inquired as to the Director's immmediate reactions The Director replied that '

his first thonght was how such an event could take place, particularly under a system of
civilized justice, The Director added that he had ordered an immediate check on Jack
Ruby and particularly to ascertain if there had been a relationship between Ruby and
Oswald. )

Manchester inquired as to whether the Director was watching television

at tha time of Oswald's nmrder, The Director replied in the negative, He stated he was
working on cificial papers at the time. The Director addad that he usually saved Sundays
to review lengthy documents and memoranda as well as to prepare himself for intervicws,
hearings, etc, e

...~ Manchester inquired as to what the Director was dolng on Friday moraing,
November 22, 1963, prior to the assassination. The Director replizd that he was
qonducting.‘bpsiness as usual, that he had had a number of interviews that perticvlar
morning,

Manchester inquirad as to the physical location of the wire service ticker
machine, He was told taat it is located across the hall and that pertirent wire service
items are brought in to the Director imraadiately, ' :

- A
- » -—

~ - . S The Director told Manchesier that his first conversation cn November 22; - -~
1963, with our Dallas Office occurred at approximately 1:48 p.rmi, The Direcior was '
advised at that time that the President was not believed to be cead vet out that he had
suffored a mortal wound. The Direstor mentioned that on the occasion of his sccond e
call to the Attorney General, the Attorney General had indicated that he had also bzeu in i
touch with a number of the Presidential Staff and had been informed of 2 numbex of
detzails concerning the shooting and the fact that the President bad died,

R

. Manchester inquired as to the Director®s opinion cf the Atterney Genorzl'o
reaction upon being inforwed that the Frosidant hzd been shols The Dircctor reblisd
that the Attorney General had been silent for a few moments and had then requested thai
the Director keep him informed of any further facts received concerning this matter,
The Director told Manchester that the Attoruey General is vsually very quiel in manecr
until he has all the necessary [acts of a given siluations The Director stated that the ‘
Attorney Geacral was not the explosive type unless he becasie angrys . i
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Re: William Manchester, Author of Kennedy Book
To Be Published in 1969 '
Appointment with Director, 10:10 2, m., 6-4-64

- Manchester told the Director that the President®s call to the Dirvector at

1:25 p.m., November 22, 1963, appeartd to be one of the first calls that the President Ge

nade upon relurning to Washinglon that evening. The Director replicd that he vould ; :
surmise that this was correct, The Director added that our investigation proceeded ¢
i

‘orthwith; however, it was not until Monday or Tuesday of the following week that the

President decided to name a Presidantial Commission to look into the assassination,
The Director told Manchester that an FBI report had been sent to the Warren Cominigsion * ¢
xithin ten days after the President had set up this body. The Director stated that he il

sersonally rad appeared before the Warren Cominission and that he considcred their £
juestioning of kim to be quite thorough, He stated that thoroughness wis nccessary on 5
‘he part of the Commission inasmuch as this would serve to assist in quelling gossip and
specatation in the future, The Director quickly added, however, that rumors will
sontinue concerning this case, especially in Eurcpe where there is widespread gossip

soncerning a supposed conspiracy, for many years. Lok z
. fo dih
"~ - The Director told Manchester that the staterasnt that some of the 3R
information may be withheld by the Warren Commission naturally gave rise to further o
rumor. Manchester replied that he could understand the Chief Justice's statement in this "
regard incemuch as not just any individual should be allowzad to look at the classified b
materizi sent to the Commission by some agencies. The Director replied that the issue
in point is such that excessive precautions of security is unwise, 'The Direclor explained
that he had never been a great believer in wasteful precautions or goning overboard 1
regarding e.;cccssive security. He stated that an item is either classified or else it isa’t ’
classified, The Director gave examples of leaks in Government that huve given seveval P
Presideats extreme cause and worry. He stated that the FBIis usually cslled upon to .
investigate these leaks, however, newspapermen raturally do rot desire to reveal their
sources, The Director stated that if newspapermen did reveal such sources ihat quite .
naturally the sources would dry up. B
Manchester inquired of the Dircctor as to whether the assa ecination case S
L rEal 5

became one of major concern followiag the President's call at 7:25 pam., MNovembar:
1963, The Director stated that as he had previously indicated, the FBI kad already Fh
enterad this case. He added, however, that after the President's call ve.w sptalieatin 100
doing svch things as working around the cleck, sending a Wa shington-based FLL offiziss £
to Dallas and adding approximately 30 Agents to the Dallas personnel complomente Wi '
Director stated that we still have at least 50 men who are tied up in runuing dov-a leads §
on this particular case threughout the FBI's service, He stated that this case will acver &
be closed from an investigative point of view inasmuch as we will continually receive ¥
leads, many from mental cases, ‘which necessarily have to be checked out,

i
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To Be Published in 1969
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' ' .

; - Manchester asked if the matter of a President being assassinated not
weing a Federal crime had ever been discussed fully by the Congress, or anyone else,
ccording to the Director's kaowledge, The Direclor replied thal there had been no
liscussion to any extent, He slated the matter had just never been considereds

Manchesler injuired as to whether the FBI had pricr material on Oswald
efore the assassination. The Director replied that we did have some information
egarding Oswald, however, it was quite flimsy in naturé, The Director then explained
t some length the background of Oswald, He told Manchester of the press releases that
yswald made in Moscow. He told Manchester of Oswald's employment in a factory in
finsk, Russia, and of the fact that Oswald had laler returned to Mescow. The Director

i

lated tha! he certainly did not understand why the Departinent of Slate had failed to have &

)swald sign an affidavit forikitting his American citizenship at the tine Oswald returned 5

o Moscow and visited the U. S. Embassy. Manchester spoke up and stated that the "
‘tate Denariment claimed they had wanted to find out if Oswald had committed an i

xtraditable crime in the Sovist Union, therefore, no signed affidavit was taken from 4

im, Thé Director again deplored thefailure to have such an afficavit executeds {
. " - *rr 3

i3

The Director continued that we had interviewed Oswald within two or tiirce
tays following his arrival in the United States. He explained that we, of course, desired
o find cut if Oswald had been recruited as an intelligence 2gent by the Soviet Union, Tic
Jirector told Manchester that this did not appear Lo be true, He added that Cswald had
lassificd himself as a Marxist rather than a communist. The Dircctor added that *
yswald had later been interviewed in New Orleans after getting into a street sgaabble
vith anti=-Castroites over leaflets being handed sut by Oswald. The Director told T W
fianchester that Oswald could best be termed a “loner,” He explained Oswald's o
.ommurilcations with the Communist Party in the United States but added that Cswald
ad never joined the Party, The Director told of the incidents surrounding Oswaldis
ttempt to )11 General Walker in Dallas, He added that Oswald's wile, Marina, hzd
.dvised us of this incident following the assassination, The Director suminarized tiis
art of the interview by indicating there appcared to be nothing in Osvald!'s backsircund
vhich would reflect that he was 2 man of violence and most certaiuly nothing whick
ndicated that Oswald had any intentions of assassinating the President,

e

e

Manchester asked if Wie Director did not find it odd that Mrs, Oswald
ad failed to tell anyone about the attempted assassination of General Walker urlil aller
lte murder of President Kennedy. The Director replied that he did not find this odd in .
riew of the cold relationship between Ozwald and his wife, the language barrier on ihe B
yart of Mrs. Oswald and the fact that Mrs. Oswald ¢id not have the nztural instincis of {

b -~

\n American woman but to the contrary had a different attitude altogether. He stated i:3
ylaced no significance in Mrs, Oswald's failvre to advise of this incident prior to the

iS3assination, . 2 1
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To Be Published in 1969
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The Director told Manchester that it was extremely difficult to speculate
. the motivations of Oswald to kill the Presidents The Director stated it was entirely
issible Oswald may have wanted Lo kill Covernor John Connally, He explained that
swald had writlen communications to Governor Connally protesting his particular type
discharge from the U, S. Marine Corps. The Director added that President Kennedy
1s an intellectual liberal type. He stated that President Kennedy had been desirous of

eping peace with honor., Hec stated that President Kennedy desired peaceful co-existenc. R
American Slyle. The Director added that the President, although he had been firm
his dealings with Khrushchev, had a fairly good relationship with Khrushchev and the e,
wviet Union, The Director summed up by stating that Oswald could not have desired to TR
(1 the President because the President had dealt harshly, or spoken harshly, against gt
@ Communist Party and Chairman Khrushchev, ' Ry
Manchester speculated that perhaps the communists, including Oswald, r -
1 not like the relationship between the late President and Khrushchev; therafore, the h
‘mmunists desired to do away with President Kennedy so that this obstacle to their B3
sired philesophy could be removed, The Director replied that this was entirely ‘*: i
ssible; however, he wanted Manchester to clearly understand that Khrushchev was rot 57
serson to be trusted and that Chairman Khrushchev had a very colé ard evil mind. &

ie Director, at this point, gave examples of Khrushchev’s understanding of the Englisa
aguage despite the fact that he had‘Groyanovsky, an excellent interpreter, with him
all times while on his visits to the United States, The Director told Manchestcr that

had always felt it better to kick individuals like Khrushchev on the shins once in a
{ilé rathey than to boot-lick them. The Director explained that Khrushchev was P i
sically an orientzl and that individuals opposing-erientals usually lost face in the b T3

iental's opinion when fear or trepidation was shown, -

Manchester inquired as to whether the Director's duties and
sponsihilities allowed him to parlicipate personally in the funeral ceremonies. The
rector replied in the negative. He stated he had been at his desk constantly. Ee
ded that he had issued instructicns that FBI personnel participate officially in the

remonies by assisting Secret Service as much as possible. The Director spoke of the -’i_j;
iy visiting foreign dignitaries and of the dangars involved in the march from the e
iite liouse to St, Matthew's Cathedral. He told Manchester that over 40 Special R
ents had becn assigned to assist Secret Service, particularly at St. Matthew's S

thedral, He further told Manchester that the authority to protect the President was
rarly a function of the Secret Service; however, since the assassiration we have ;.
sisted when.called upon, The Director briefly advised Manchester at this palnt of Ihe AN
.mediate widespread ramifications of this case following the actuzl shooting. Iz teld N
.nchester that leads had spread to Mexico zs well as throughout the entire Uniied States, 4 f-‘ :
.arefore, it bas been necessary for him personally to remain at his desk so as to
pervise this matter, . 12

.. @ L Lo
. el ‘ . S 5
LI e :\"“5 Lo P S S ——————g oty . vj .

. . =
i -'_:ig.‘ sl n. ‘;--n—fl”' ’ .‘;?-,- SRR SRR R i .-,. 5 'Pf':g’,;
diba htibe A X121 S ) B e e R e S Ry T ey s ety 4T o’ R
g o R ~4.,\"‘:;;?-f_- R st i e T

I




; ‘..: -~ (- . _—/(>." - mceil By P
eLoach to Mohr  6-4~64 =
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To Be Published in 1969 J
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At this point I reminded Manchester of his previous statement to me that
o had to be at the White House at 11:15 a, m. Manchester thanked the Director twice
oon his departure and stated that he was very appreciative d the Directos's cooperation
nd considerable time taken from a busy schedule to be of assistances -

CTION:

: The Director may desire to send the Attorney General the attached leiler
adicating that he had seen Manchaster, ' _ i- /
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