Probe Into Informant’s Slaying Begins

Immigration Service Checking if Identity was Disclosed in Court
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The U.S. Immigration and Naturall-
zation Service began an investigation
yesterday into reports that a govern-
ment informant was murdered -after
the government inadvertently - dis-
closed his identity in court.
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Verne Jervis, spokesman for the

agency, said the Baltimore INS office
is in the process of obtaining from an
immigration office in Falls Church
the coutt document that may have dis-
closed the identity of Lester Domoni-

que, 17, who was beaten and

boweled near his Hyattsville home’

Jan. 18.
The Washington Post reported on

Sunday that an intermal Immigration
service memo said Domonique may
have-been slain by Washington area
members of the Rastafarian sect, a Ja-

maica-based religious cult, in retalia-

tion for information that Domonique
g:;ve the INS that resulted in deporta-
ns.

Jervis said yesterday the INS is tak-

" ing the position that Domonique’s

name and phone number were
blocked out before the document was
admitted into evidence at a deporta-
tion hearing in court.

Sources close.to the Investigation
said yesterday Domonique’s phone
number did appear on the document,
although his name may have been
blacked out when the document was

made part of the court record.

The memo, quoted by The Post on
Sunday, was dated Jan. 21 and was ti-
tled, “Homicide of an INS Informant.”
In it, a federal immigration officer
said, “It is felt by this officer ‘that
[Domonique] was murdered due to
possible retaliation to [this] informa-
tion which resulted in a total of four
arrests. . ."”

Prince George’s County police said
yesterday they are continuing to in-
vestigate Domonigue’s death as a rou-
tine homicide and that the INS had |
not contacted them with any new in-
formation to indicate the slaying was
done in retaliation. County police ar-
rested two suspects in the slaying last
week and say they are seeking a third.




