4 FBI informers™

%*m news media,
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" WASHINGTON (AP) — The FBI has “‘about four
informants who are connected with the news media in

'3 Various ways,” FBI Director William H, Webster told a’

&-‘.5'*.;_['_-99#0 subcommittee Tuesday.
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w Congress  should

. - would be a means by winl, “(he American people |

-{:q— Wdictary's subcommitiee on administrative prac-

i t 8 within the FBI, which le said is prepuring its own'

ebater made the staiement in lestimony support-
- Ing a propased congressional charter for the FBI. He
urged that the charter ; ' I
- not be g detailed as 1o
* Testrict the governmen('s
yesponse to violations of
la
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5 #ATTORNEY GEN-

ERAL ‘Griffin B. Bell, pi
" Jolning Webster al the

ing, said he hojed ik Ui
v ‘propaded  chunier William H. Wabster

1
would tell us what they wanl us (i do. ™

5o It would be a pity just to gt Congress to write out a

" eode of laws saying we cun't do this and that,” Bell,
“Yestified. He and Webster urgued that the code should
out the FBI'S powers affirmatively so lmr?'
i wd know what they could legully do. st
"1 Sen. James Abourezk, 1-S.D . chairman of the Sens

i procedure, said enuctment of u charter is “stijy
o mways off, but (oday's hearings move us Into the draft.-

* 4f 3en. Strom Thurmond of South Carolina, the ranking' |

Mblican on (he subcummittee, said he “‘may agree

‘mmm:ﬂative charter for the FBI is desirable’ but k

‘arguad that it should not “unnecessanly restrict the!

4 Ut from investigating crimes and protecting the
)eurity of our nation."

% THE QUESTION of informats in the news media’"

‘came up when Abourezk asked Webster whether the:
chapter should restrict the use as informants of journal-
data, doctors, clergymen uwid uthers whose professions |
* make them privy Lo confidenial information, I
L ter gald there was 10 “clear ugreement” on

¥ proposul and expects Lo wrn it over to Bell and

40 Abourgzk in 4 week or two
“*Webster did not indicate what connection the ffor.
mants he mentioned had with (he news mexdia, He said,

“*Wé-have heen careful not to use them in any way

conpected with editorial policy

x. Ppessed by Abourezk, Webster said he would prefer
¥ 'the chagter “wot say flat out that yuu can't use

Or newspaperiien’ ur members of other’

. Bell also suid he “wouldn’t want a blanket
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