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TBI Keep

On Agent’s Case -

;’ By JAMES EWELL

The Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation maintained official silence
Tuesday on the report that Dal-
las-based agent Jamcs P. Hosty
Jr., who investigated Lee Harvey
Oswald prior to the assassina-
tion of President John F. Ken-
nedy had been suspended for 30
days and reassigned to the Kan-
sas City office.

Hosty's supervisor here, agent-
incharge Gordon Shanklin, de
clared flatly:

*I'll make no comment on it
at all.”

An FBI spokesmm in Washing-

ton withheld comment, saying
that the office never discusses
:Personnel. -
- {The report said lh:t Hosty,
iwhose wife is expecting their
ninth child, would not draw pay
during the suspension.

The report added that the ac-
tion was the direct result of the
Warren Commission's criticism of
LheFBImlureportonthcu-
sassination.

Hosty specialized in security in-
telligence for the Dallas office,
and had routinely checked on Os-
wald and Oswald's Russian wile,
Marina. .

The Warren Commission report
said Hosty never talked with Os
wald, but had sought information
about him through other sources,
including Mrs. Ruth Paine, who
shared her home in Irving with
Marian Oswald.

The agent’s name was drawn
into the FBI-Dallas poiice squab-
ble after Police Chie! lesse E.
Curry disclosed on the day after
the sssassination that the FBI
knew, but had not informed po-
‘lice, that Oswald was working in
‘Dallas in a building on_the Presi-
déntiaiparade route. Curry based

S S}lent"“

Aivas

I“\ll‘-‘-

N

the :harg-mammlmmnr .
tective Lt. Jack Revill which was;
sent to his office only hours after:
assassination. The
quoted Hosty as telling ; Revill
that the FBI knew Oswald was
“capable” ol killing the pren-

FBI director J. Edgar Hoover
denied that the agent ever mads
the statement to the Dallas police
lieutenant.

Curry-and Revill, the depag-
ment's crminal  intelligen
chiel, both testified in Washingt
before the commission about
memo.

Neither would mmment 'l'ue:-
day on the Hosty suspension.

Sources, meanwhile, described
morale as “shot” among _Dallu
FBI agents as a result of.the ac-
tion against Hosty. THe sources
said some of the other agents feel
Hosry was being made “a " “fall
guy.” a [eeling also shared by
thase in other branches ol ‘law
enforcement here. “ute

One police official ~defended
Hastylwrklnlh!FBLHcde-
scribed him as “one of the better
agents in the area, conscientious,
worked hard and was well in-
formed.” o e

The olficial said it was obvious
that Hosty was made a “scape-
goat for doing exactly whal he

-n-mm _.A_:‘l

dent. “Ten

was lold‘tu__dg.”___ Ry
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FBI Agent
Suspended.

b

-

.

For 30 Days
Disciplinary Action Come;’
As Result of Oswald Case)

By JIM LEHRER over next month ke is to report
Staff Writer for duty in the Kansas City of-
Copvright 1964, The Dalies Times Heroia, Bice of the FBI. e
FBI Agent James P. Hosty Jr.,| The sources said the action
the Dallas agent who in\'estig-aled|againsl agent Hosty came as a
Lee Harvey Oswald prior to the direct result of the Warren Com-
assassination, has been suspended, mission’s criicism of the FBI in
from duty for 30 days wir.l-.uut‘iil.s report on the assassination of
pay and transferred to Kansas President Kennedy. The report
City, Mo. was released Sept 27.
Unimpeachable sources said the| J. Gordon Shanklin, special
disciplinary action came on ord- agent in charge of the Dallas
ersh'omtheWashinmonnlﬁc-u!ml office, declined comment oo
-J. Edgar Hoover, director of tie the story Tuesday morming.
Federal Bureau of Investigation. The Times Herald learned that
The 30-day mpemionme!-ﬂ“’,““h'mmﬂ}“‘ﬂ
udWehnnhmn_axs.nm'““”*‘m‘“ﬂﬂhmtvmﬂ
ing this period agent Hosty, the Amien‘: f:h:uwho m;mt:lymg
gl - . - .pp
father of eight children, will nei- . 5 of Biotn h'm"' :

will be paid
ther “'Dl'k_ m:uspen!-i:! e .P: aytEgjor to last Monday's order, he

PR

kad served a 90-day peri pro-
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ceived a letter of censure. Zsr

Both of these earlier moves
terehmdtztbemﬂimtiun
but before the Warren Cmnnis-
sion report was. released.

OTHER CENSURE ACI'ION‘

‘In addition ~to’ the -suspension
and traosfer of . Mr.. Hosty, let-
iers of censure were also received
last week by three other Dnlln—
based FBI agents : -

The !ziters, wh:ch curlsn'l'u!e an
official reprimand in writing and
ere placed in the agents' person-
rel jackets, also resulted from the
Warren Commission peport. Exact
details, however, .were unavail-
able.

As an FBI internal security ex-
pert assizmad to Dallas, agent
Hosty was routinely investigating
Oswald, a returned Russian de-
fector, 25t November.

Tpstumony before the Warr
Corjmission showed that he
n:ntz.lxm&nn.‘l.d, but did on Nc.

] Irving, with whom Marina Oswald
7and_ber two dl.tld.m: liv;-d. iy

Mrs. Paine told azem Hmty t.‘hat
Oswhld was living in Oak: Cliff,
but’she did mtknowhhlddxus
or [!'hone number -— ‘the informa-
tiom. the lzent was .ueh.ng She
also told him lhak Oswald was
working at' the 'I'mt School Buok
Depository. - LA s

The Commission  report md
agent Hosty called the depository
on -Nov. 4 to confirm Oswald's
employment, but &iﬂ pot lpea.k
vmh Oswald. " -

. LAST I.NYESI'IGATIOV

On Nov. 5,. Mr. Hosty again
talked to Mrs. Paine and that was
the last investigation the agent
did on the Oswald case until
Nov. 2.

Commenting on thxs the Cum
mission said only that “under
profer conditions, the lmowledge
of the pending presidential wvisit
might have prompted Hosty to
hav4 made more vigorous efforts

lxqtmmMn.RuthPlim

to locate Oswald’s rooming house
address and interviewshim regard-
ing unresolved matters."”

It said also that the FBI gen-
erally took an “unduly restrictive”
view of its responsibility for presi-
dential protection in not reporting
Oswald's presence to the Secrel
Service.

The FEI's mction against lgmt
Hosty came despite the Bureau's
position to the Warren Commis-
umﬂntmdﬂ:lzenud:d
anything wrong.

As explained by FBI nfﬁcul.l
belore the Commission, agent
Hosty's failure to notify the Se

&'&Sﬂ‘_pﬂqwnﬁmb
Ileﬂ—mt the FBl's. - "‘,“._‘_;

nemnmhﬁm,mhﬁ.m
ly uiudud the Secrst Su-viuu

policy ¢ o requiring’ anIy ln!arm
tion mp:di.nz direct. thrnf: o
the President referred toit-
Agent Hosty luhﬁeﬂ before the
Commission -that’ :nn'ne of the
background information known on
Oswald prior to Nov. 22 fitted him
into the criteria set duwn hy tbe
Secret Service. | |
FBI otﬁc:ull backed hlm on
this point. ~t
They l.ko lupported the Dallas
agent in a controversy with Lt
Jack Revill of the Dallas Police
Departmment. -~~~ " T 7
REVILL STATEMENT
Lt. Revill reported in a
orandum—which was later giht
to the Commission—that agent]
Hosty told him-in the basement
of City Hall following Oswald's ar-
rest that Oswald was “capable”
of shaoting the President. _ |
Agent Hosty denied ever mak-

30s, is & oative. of -Chicago, IIl.,
and & graduate of Notre-Dame
University. He and - his wife - liv
mththetrad:tchxldmnhNor‘

ulmd&mi-thdrpldmﬁs
lhﬂ.vlntheuv‘enth 'rldg. The
Hostys memnxﬂmx “pinth
ci:.lld.', b= T B

ing such a statement and FBI
Director Hoover backed up
denial jn a press statement
Iawi:xulusedth:m
eral months ago. -
TheCunm:mnupmn!zdu;t
d.xﬂm in the testimony
agent Hosty and Lt. Revill,
dxdmtdnwwmduﬁuu
to whether - mtement
made. S e
Agentﬂmtylndtbedhe:

men-eumuheﬁrstto i
official from the FBL
The Times Herald reported
weeks ago that lgentﬁnltyl
pervisor in Dallas been

cref Service was a result of the

moted and an agent in New
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Suspended FBI=—|
Agent ‘Gets Help:

is Teceiving spontanecus mial-unpnherlhebmnembeenndd
g-ce from groups and individuals. the mcoey will be forwarded to
~Jore than 1,200 persons Wednes them by the businessmen's group
day had already contributed mon-later. - -
ey and other assistance to the The Hostys bave lived in their
2zent and his family through .:Nonhmt Dallas home for more
Hesty'l| church and fraternal %{- than six years. b
-ﬁ__ia:ic: miormed i The FBI also took disciplinary
! : . action against five other agents
The“agent, who was investi ",who were involved in some way
'inz Lee Harvey Oswald in Dallas in the pre-assassination investiga-
prior to the assassination of Presi- ¢on of Oswald.
dent Kennedy, was suspended bY pMr Hosty's supervisor in Dal-
the FBI from duty on Oct. 5 for |,y yas transferred to Seattle,
3) days without pay and ordered wach An agent in New Orleans
tansferred to Kansas City, Mo. | ps investigated Oswald there
The Times Herald reported thif y3y given a disciplinary transfer
in a copyrightéd story on Oct. 13i 45 Springfield, IU. He retired,
| Since then, Agent Hosty, hiS: powever, rather than go. -
\wife, Janet, and their eight d’dl In addition, three other mgents.
dren have received unprecedented i Dallas received letters of cen

kelp.

A project known as “the Hosty gnd transfer, Agent Hoslyhldnlﬂ
Fund” was -inaugurated by 1hq recejved a lettfr of censure

Knights of Columbus; Council pag served a 90 y period of
799, in which Mr. Hosty held the papon - - ' Sukas oy

post of Grand Knight. w " ¥
! Members of St. Plus X Cathcli
Church, where the Hostys attend
church regularly, also have |

tributed. Mr. Hosty is on:

of the St. Pius Ladies Society. . -
A group of Dallas businemn|
took on the chore of selling the
Hosty's home in Northeast D
: Through the setting up of a trfst
:furfl, the monthly payments on the’
:hm e will continue to be d
iu-h e the group attempts to ulli
ythe'house. _ .. . - e
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FLIGIBLE TO mmﬂ o
for a mmm“‘mtmm! This earlier action, plus the oe-

of the Warren Cornmission’s ﬂ'l"demdmn.derolulzentmNﬂ

icism of the bureau's preassas- ., oo .o J1co worked on the
sination handling of the Lee Har- | Oswald case prior to Nov. 22, was

vey Oswald mvesu.gaﬁun.

Times Herald sources said Ken
Howe, the agent who was In
charge of the security section in
the Dallas FBI office on Nov. 22,
bas been ordersd !n Seattle,
Wash.

These sources said the agest, a
veteran of more than X0 years
with the FBI, is on anrual leave
now. He is scheduled to report to
Seattle late this month or early
in November.

AGENTS CENSLURED

The transfer order on Mr. Howe
came from Washington oa Oct 5,
the same day the FBI ordered
agent James P. Hosty Jr.
ded from duty for 30 daj
out pay and tnmlerredi
City, Mo. "ﬂme othw

ime e
The Times Heﬂ.ld reporl.ed lhe
actions involving Mr. Hosty u:d
the three other agents Tuesday,
but did not learn of the move in-
volving Mr. Howe until Wednes-
day. |
! Prior to Nov. 22, agent Hosty,
thke man investigating Oswald in
Dallas, worked under Mr. Howe's
supervision. Both agents bhandled
|security matters as a specialty.
| Agent Howe, as reported in The
| Times Herald two weeks ago, al-

.mdyhadbeenmnmedhm_h_ljmhblﬂumﬂw z. -
supervisor s’ post and reassigned |

(_—: 7 ~Lf 7

————— ————

k -norinthchdexdmmesm

n.lun last spring. The New Or
leans agent retired, however, rath-
er than go to Springhield, I, H.l
new duty assignment.

Agent Howe, who is in his hh
50s, is also eligible for retirement
uner FBI regulations which re-
quire an agent to reach the age
of 50 and have 20 years govern-
ment service to retire.

Mr. Howe has been an FBI
agent for approximately 25 years.

Apparently, Mr. Howe's connec-
tion with the imvestigation of Os-
wald, the assassin of Pruidentd
Kennedy, before the assassination
was only as agent Hosty's super-
‘. NOT MENTIONED -

His name is not mentioned
the Warren Commission .

has maintained a strict sile
| the disciplinary moves .
in} the agents. -
Warren Crrnmissim eriti-
cized all of the law enforcement
agencies involved in the tragic
weekend of Nov. 2, saying {
eral agencies neglected to coor-
dinate information adequately.
The FBI wassingled out for tak-
ing an “unduly restrictive™
of its responsibilities for
tial protection in not informing
Secret Service of Oswald's

e FBI in Dallas and Washidp- !
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