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and wounded Gavernor Connally
were fired by Lee larvey Oswald.”

_rar. §¢nt, 24, 1904, the President’s
1.
rted 1a the f

worldl l.hat it had

" Bl

lr‘.:..d the Commissio

n: “yhe shots
Poeaident  Wenaody

]

Kovat 1o 1

qLis report, issued under tire
imprimatur of Chief Justice Earl
Warren ond six other distinguished
Americans, is now under allack by
seliolars and writers who believe
e Conamissinn’s  findings  are
marred by conjecture and by in-
cansistencies wiich the Commission
way Liwhie to resalve.
They =h;nu: upcarthed, fur ex:

fpnela

3

{:he Federal Lureau of Tavestization,
dater! Deoeo 9, 1063, that containg
a “iinding” which—had it been
truc—would zlmost gcrlamly have
Jed to the conclusion that Oswald
Izl an accemplice in the assassina-

tion.

iz “findinz" which now appecars
), have hogn comnietely erronIous
was the product of an impulsive
|rejiuri by ¥Ll azents a few lours
alior the Preskident was Lilledl. Al
taotsh it wos apparently based on
little more than hearsay, it found
its way into the Dee. 9 docurcnt.

It has aiven®ammunition 1o the
Commission’s critics and contributed
to a scriouss disagreement witinn
the Commission itself over e man-
rer in whieh Gov, Connzlly was
waunded and over the ultimate ex-

planation given by the Commission

of the events of Nov. 2%,

Far these 1ea~ons and others,

prave dotbts abiout the competenee
of the Co ! : bea

srumnissinn's work are I ad
in two noew hooks on the as
tion—""Whitewash,” by tiarold Weis-
berg of lyatlstown, M., ard “lne
guest,” by Fiward Jay  Epastein.
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Weisbers is a former Government
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five-volume repart from 1
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Epstein's book—wrillen as a

introduction
magazine's Was

5}
by the New
hington corres

a

« ent. Richard Rovere, who wr

Epstein

A

“Nothing Mr.
gL' ol ShnURInNA e
tiic wreal investigatios was”
carricd out hy men who
ecould nat fZve their full at-
tention 1o it and who, be-
cause of their own needs
and also hecause af certain
political circumstanees, were
in a desperate Lurry to zet
it over with . . . ‘The day
the Warren Commission Re-
port was issued, the Ameri
can press should have be-
aun to do what Mr. Epstein
has done; it should have
cast a very cool cye on the
Iteport and sought to learn
from those who prepaved it
how it was prepared . . Eal
s‘. Weishery charges: “The
,su;mrl‘icial and immature
{ manner in which the Lieport
I"deals with the paossibility of
' a conspiracy or of a dil-
1 ferent assassin is*only onc
| of the ways in which the
Commission may have crip-
-pled itself”

The Epstein hook, based
In large part on interviews
i with memibers of the Com-
L mission and ils stall, guves
i
)

1
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|
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tion at sharp variance with
the comman conception of
' how it was conducted.
< It reveals that no sinale
:member of the Commission
heard all the testimony and
tkat “most of the Commis-
sioners were present  for
[ anly a minor portion of the
"earings. Senator (Richard)
" Russell {D-Ga) who attended
i thte [ewest, heard only about
. & per cont of the testimony;
wiercas Allen Dulles, who
attended the largest numhber
. of hearings, heard aboul 71
‘per eent, Ouly three Com-
! nissioners heard more than
W3 the tesumony, andd the
" averape Commissioner heavd
lisep.ﬂ.'"““ L '"r._.- c—

‘1:1 picture of the investica-
!
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Crrsall—Curios AN efun's staff lawvers)

reveals is the investigaling,
Jacl that the

mas- gall (one of the Commis-
com- Ga

TulaCl piented that the Comiia-

pond-'sion ‘had no idea of what

ites:  was happening: we did all

lined up ~
witnessrs, solved the

«problems and wrote the Re-

port.” Wesley Licbeler (an-

other Commission lawyer)

when asked what the Com-

mission di, replicd, ‘In one

word, nothing.'"

(Others conneeted with
the Investigation dispute
these harsh judgments
wThe Commissioners,” said
one stalf lawyer, “eontrib-
uted significantly 1o the
final Report.”)

The actual work of the
Commission  fell, in any
event, of a few YOURmger
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The Washlngton Post and _.AL
Times Herald

The Washingion Dally Newa

The Evening Star e

Mew York Herald Tribune

New York Journal-Amorican —

New York Dally News

New York Post

The Now York Times —

The Ballimora Su
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The Now L‘::'udor
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The Wall Street Journal
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Peoplu'e World
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conclusions of the Report.

v ot
s weenta
'_L'IH‘.-.‘ Urputlished NReport
Pt FrpoaLasd
saurce ol eontroverss amd
danat ever e intezrity of
the Report—at least in the
minds of Epstein and Weis-

L cem gt so gy .
Bera=20T% L NUNE L

FLE Gsieienciab, Seibices on vt
in the X:ilin Archives,

1t states eatezorically that
“medical examination ol Lthe
President's  body  revealed
that ane of the bullets iail
entered just beiow ha
shoulder 1o the right of the
spinal column al an anzie of
43 1o 0o ueprees downward,
that there was no point of
exil. anet that the Lullel was
SOl e bt o

“Fiis stagement & 1o rLreer
contriidiclion to the oificial
Sty U wohnn At
thesda Naval lospital, writ-
ten the 1ast week in Noveme-
ber, Whal Lie Duiel which
struck the resident in the
lowdr neelk passed throuzh

Chis Lody and came oub iis
thinai, Tae zutopsy repodt
said:

“The missile conlused the
strap nmuscle of the nzit
side of the neck, damaxad
the trachea (windpipe) am
mndde s exit throuln thwe
anterivr (front) surface of
the neek”

The ¢iscrepancy between
jbe Fil report and the
autopsy repart is erueizl, for
the Commission’s conclusion
that Oswald acted alone is
righit only 10 the adtopsy re-

gy

1

3

"y

port is right, and wrong il *

{ihe F1}1 report is right

If a bullet did not pass
thruusih Prestdent Ken-
nedy's  neek and cause Gov.
Connally's wounds, a second
assassin must have been in-
vy,

Ihis is so hecause [ilms of
tile  assassination  proved
conelit-vehs that Mr. Ken-
nesdy e Ll Cennnliy were
wousled v a periml of

onv-half =svcond, at the mini- |

mum, aml less than two
Cseenids ol the maximum,

It was hvsically  impos-
sibile s

ceever Lo fire two

~

the tvee Oswald usad. Thus,
either Mr. Kenncdy and Mr.
s were struck hy Lhe
same huiiet or twa men fired
iwn o nearly  sanuaanenus
bulicts.

Both Epstein and Weisherz
vue that she Licst posaiiis
por—iwa wouids {reny g osn.

Dt Fodde—ey e g
S sl cand that
« +vomd assassin was In
voiven who remsins (ree.

Independent stucy o 3

R W S

e

evidener does mol noees-ar-
wad )

con-
il Gobswrimin  opeiis d8
substantial testumony utiaere
taan e FIRL report that
raises grave questions ahout
the manner in wnich Gov.
Cunnally was wounded,

This evidence is nf such
weizht Lthat Sein Russeld, ae-
cording tn Epslein, “report-
edly said that he would not
sitn a Ileport which con-
cluded that hoih mien were
hit by the same bullet. Sen.
(John Sherman) Coopner (R-

Ky and iiep. (Hale) Bopgs

(D-La.) tended o azree with

Russell's posiiion”
Mesardhiie, s Curanid
ston was forced to hedge s
Concfusidn by saving® (Rat
the evidunce, wWitlhie noy e
tain, v “yvery persuasive
. .. 0 imdicate that e salns
huiler  which  piereed  the
President’s throat  alo
causctl Guyernor Connally's
wounds.”

Conrre man Douas sald
any implication hy Epstein
that the Commission  was
avided on s wilimate con-e
clusions is wronz. There

nany cuUssiOns in-

¥is 4
1 T

PHRTRE  FTLHS (L Yoot & B IR S
dernce. he said, but the find-
inss were unanimous.

ixens, ltussell and Cooper
were bet oof the ety and
soul pol be reached lor
commenlt.)

i"ie reasons for the Com-
mission’s unceriainty on this

vital point are well docu-
mented:

(1) Gov. Connally, who
was conscious when  all

Lthree shots were [ired, told
the Commission he could
not have been wounded hy
the bullet that swruek Mr.
Kennedy in the neck: “IL s
nol conceivahle to me that
1 onuld have been hit hy
the T sUbutict oo Obviously,
at least ithe major wound
that I ook in the shoulder
throuzh the chest couldn’t
have heen anytiing but the
secomnd shot™
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¢« autnosy op the President—=

i Commander James J' Humes
*amd L Coel, Dierre Finek,

“an  authority en Zunshot
{ wounds—testfied that it
] was either “unlikely” or

t “impossihle” that the wouni
in Presuident Keaneny's
M ared the waumis O
Coanaliy  Stushainad were
caused hy the same bullet,

¢! (@ The FDBIU's principal

1 pallistics  expert, Robert
“eoewer, wold the Commis-
sion: “1 mysell don’t have

1 any evidence which woulid

“ permit me lo say onc way
or Lie o oo, in ether words

+ which would support it ithe

{ thewry that Mr. Kenncuy

1 and Mr. Connally were hit

. by a-sinzle shot) as far as
my rendering an opinion as

: an expert. 1 wouid certainly

1 say it was possible but I

o

don't say it probably_ oc:

curred , . ."
2 (4) Aller reporting on Dec.
1 9, 1963, that the bullet that
}wnundcd Mr. Kennedy in
& the shoulder did not exit
tfrom his body, the FBI on
* Jan. 13, 1064, issucd a sup-

! plemental report on the
,‘\ President’s  wounds  which
'| stated:

“\edical examination of
the President's body had
revealed that the bullet
which entered his back had
penctratid o a distanee of
less than a finger length.”

(5) On Dee. 18, 1063, The
Washington Post and other
newspapers reported on the
basis of rumors from Dal-
las, that the rirst bullet to
strike the President “was
found deep in his shoulder.”
This repoct was coniirmed
prior to publication by the
‘FBIL

The cumulative effeet of
these  various  statemenis

oLt imes

ot s
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5 vtk ¢ >
was Lo raise very consider-
sable doubt about the prin-
cipal conclusion of the War-
ren Commission: that *“the
s!mt.-a which Killed President
Kenneay and wounced Gov-
cernor Connally were fired
by Lee Harvey Oswald.”

They have no bearing on
ps\s'alci‘s involvement but,
il true, they point unmis-
takeably to the involvement
. of at lcast one other assas-
= sin.

':l'h:.- commission handled
this erucial problem, in ef-
feet, by rendering a hiphly
misleading verdict:
“Althau<h it is nat neces-

v A e Bl s

Lo Cnuliaauey A alcter-

e it

L Rt B

pine 1ust which shot b
Gov. Connally, there is voero
L

persuasive  evidenee
the experts 1o imdivaie
the same bullet v
plerced the [President -
throat sieo caused Gov., Con
nally's wounds [Man
Linve Cattivny's e s
and certain other factoc.
have given rise (o some i
ference of opinion as to ti.
prohability but there s o
question in the mind of an
member of Lhe Comumis-o
that all the shoats vl o
caused the ifresatends .
Gov. Connally's wouzds v .
fired from the sixth iioue
wiltilow ol Lhe Texas Schuol
Book Licpoaiory.”

Contrary to what the Coo-
mission reported, it was nut
only “necessary™ bhut ]
lutely essential Lo determune
which shot hit the Governos.

“To say that they were
hit by secparate  bullets”
Norman Redlich ol &
Commission staif twold ¥
stein, “is synonymous wiis
saying that there were two
assassins.”

Specter llad Responsibiiic:

One of the rcasons L
Commission had dillicul
with this problem wis .
while, on paper, 34 men
cluding the seven memis
of the Commission, wrr

engaged in the inyesli..
tion, “the entire task =

certaining the basie [gets o
the assassination feil up
one lawyer—Arlen Specivi
Specter,” according to i
stein, “had the responsia.
ity for determining i
sources of the shots, -
number of assassins,
exact manner in which 1
President and Gov. Connc
ly were shot, and the
quence of evenls—in shos
all the facts of the assassin.
tion."

Specter read mountainny
slacks .ol reports and cu.
ducted the examination
key wilnesses hefare L
Commission, Dut Spoegtes
independent  investizalio:
Epstein  reports, consi
of nothing meare than inte
views wilth 28 doclors o:
other medical personnel
Parkland Hespital in Dl
none of whom had any the
ough knowledge ol the I
sident's wounds. “Wilh or
minor exception,” says i
stein, “these interviews oo
prised Specter’s entire i
Investigation of ‘the h:i-
facls of the assi.snais

. . -
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ITWRL e st — Ly, Jd.o.. swell speculate ahout
s v 3 weowf e b R L L e 7
iy B T e e o g ‘t"h"""" b LR
i . cunfused by It hecause an
by June 1, “.uwh was the ar- I' incision made in the [ront
bitrary deadline chosen by | af the 'resident’s throal in
Hlawsg Dallas  ohacured  the  exit

woundd.
. tefore the three doctors
Lailns Sl nict al Deshesda Bad emapleted
and Chicl Justice Warren, the autopsy and betore they
wtne tn Ensteln, *re- had teaced the paih o the
. L i bullet from the I'resident's
. ; e w o et m Las sheant. the
de Saad TOAL wel g LI T .

- > Lo e ded GRS e Lo 1)
Willens (the staif director) 1 and ealled an a report inat
o v il.on the inve<tizatinn ¢ the bullet had not passed |
immediately.” The deadline, ! g‘:ﬁugh i Bressiome

- A we ; - ady".

',“' theiead was extended 1‘"} . Incredibly, this verbal re- ’
SRR AU SN 8 SRMSE At 5 ¢ e the Lasis of Lthe
S B S Ls | gupis sl b |

from .\I(:Ccnr'"l; hundy el pears in the Dee 9, Dvevoi-
o, ARt ilm‘;d' i n'crln- i ume summary submitted to |
Boex of the Cotir " i ' lht'_ W arren Commission. |
" Girnission 10 . The oificial autupsy rerort o
’(’0“_\9_[""3 the "—'i‘ﬂ_ﬂ- :\'-"'“ in ! which contradiets the FBI |
e of the presidentizl . was in the hands of the Se- |
s { eret Serviee, not the Bureau, |

) developed the and may never have been |
theory that a single hutlet i |supplicd 10 ithe FBIL ‘
ru:.ust have wourdded both Mr., ¢ In any case, Lthe hasic er- @
Kennedy and JMr. Connaliv - ror was repeaied in the Jan.
and hie Olled the reeord with | 13 repart  fvom the IFBI
;v.slsm‘nn;.- thal suppans s which unaccountably  ae-
I ITRE LHEWILESET aat LT WS

He . never  ealirely eon- + 2 an exit wound i
¥t Crrantsvay st | zead’s threal.

s theory was eorrect, in -y The second contraciclion
part becaves of the frequent © bnvelves the confiicling

SIEOLIe 07 CulailisGhi by - FWdheay  lesimmeny on o tne
from the heavinzs, Nor did ' liketond et one bullet
Be  ennviner  Eo-iein ami ¢ woeanded both Mro Keinedy
Welsbers, in pat beeause | s afd dir Connally,

Los oniaanse wnn o0 spnt The bullet whirh eaused
wered throush e 25 vui- these wounds was sound and
umns that it was hard o was virtually intact. IL
pices toosilien. i X \\-c.*r:I:t'd ahout 138 prains, as

“I'hus, it was possible for | asainst an orizinal weight of

a reader—ar a memher of ! about 161 prains.
:_‘.""]\" """-‘-'; '~" sty i Consmancer ilumes and
find in the hearinzs evidence 1.t. Col. Finck, the presi-
10 suppert almast anv con- dential avtapsists, douhted
:-ll-i:“"(:;h c"\'vu‘ contrzdiclory, & that ths bullet eould have
anciusmds, Same ol e ausad ail ol Gow. nnal-
coniraticiions are relalively ! f\?'.-.h::-:.-.'.:;ig h(:.'t':'tusgo.‘lllqul-:.'
simple 10 resolve, lowever. ! had read a medical ri-pm:L

The fist ane jnvolves the ] rem Dadias descriping the’
Yeredibility of the FBI repoit ¢ presence of (razments in
ufl Pee U whica states that : his weest wounel. Thus, they
the hullet whieh strueic Mp, 3 thouzht the  hullet st
Kennedy's shaulder did nrt:l § have heen hroken into fraz-
leave his body. . ] muents rather than emerging

This 1 v . +  inlact.

e v e e e et ey s
medical  evulenee v 'lec.l:e fragments were mig-
3 s * at  thag iscule sl that Connally's
®ine. But there is other eovis Fettor i .-.\ “rr
denee that il was based on ]‘H‘Iﬂ‘t'l[!.‘ll .sur.,.u.nn,_]')r. Robe
B 4 ert Shaw, was convineed that
nothing more than hearsay, the i Y !

i ¢ intact bullet did eause

The autupsy on the ['resi- h 5 1 Ti e
aenl  bezan at  Bethesda the o “.‘ i “.""-
Naval Mospital at ahcut 8 n\rl.lf.n o .h[E in ”“? Ginvees
eloes e Bisal of Noy, o nor's hody were thin shave
. o in3, not much larger than
Wonad Confused Daoctors. dust partjeles,

o oW FHRE azents wha were Tire  Ltal problem—=-Gav,

present wyecheprd, D Conuatiy's own recolleclion

Humes, De. Finek” and Dr. af whal happeped—eaanot
he disnsacdd,

L e 1 LM WRI B G Rma Gy S, eLere I TN PR DI
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Raing sursenn, Pr
Iwl an cxplanation for that,
too. It is not uncommon, he
testificd, for people to sul-
fer a wound wilhout know-
ine it immediately.

‘fhis  woulil account for
Mre. Connally's beliel that
he was not hit by the Orst
hulley and this explanation
is consistent with Lthe
Gttt ooty tailure o hear
the “acvudsd shat™ waen he
believed caused his wound
andl his reeollection of the
final shot which smashed the
President's skull.

The "'single-thot” thcory
developed hy  Specter and
the Commissien, in other

Khaw,

~vords, is not refuled by the

apparent incensistencics in
the reeord which Weisberg
and Epstein recite.

And so long as that theory
helds up, assumptlions that
there was a seeond assassin
in_ Dallas, on Nav._32.230

only be assumplions. .

\
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: ;N 7 By Charles Del Vecchlo, Blaft Pholographer
DISAGRECMENT—The Warren Commis-  leaves some questions open, with the re-
slon’s regort on the assassination of I'res, sult_that books and arlicles mnlmue to
_id;nl. hcnncd), for all its detail, still ~ debate.the mvesu«nlmns Imdmgs.
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