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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, -
' Defendant .
AFFICAVIT OF DAVID R. WRCAE
I, David R. Wrone, being first duly sworn, depose as follows:
7. I am a professor of history at the University of Wisconsin-Stevens
Point. I reside at 1518 Blackberry Lane, Stevens Point, Wisconsin.
2. 1 specialize in the {deas and institutions of reforn and teach and
publish in this area. Hy ccurses incluce Teciur=s 2nd seninars ca recent
Acerican history and involve the direction of graduate work.
3. I have spent rany years of schalarly res2arch oa the sublect of
fnstitutionz] reform. In 1954 I received a PhD in history from the Univer-
sity of I11inois (Urbana). My doctoral thesis was on the 1qao.rtam of the ‘-:
" press in the emergence of Abraham Lincoln. (“The Prairie Press in Transition,
1830-1860.") ’ .
4. 1 have published many articles md- am coauthor of a volure on the
fnstitutionalization of reclal prejudice against the Aericzn Indfan: ‘I-Ih_o_':" ’
The Savace? A Documentary History of the Histreat=eat of the Hative Aarth
Acerican (Fawcett, 1973). ' 3
5, My study of the transforsation of the ra‘u'gu of I1linols appears 23 “'a:
a chapter in a general history of the state: An IM1irois Peadar (Northermn i\'
I11inols Press, 1973). i
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6. I have lectured widely on the assassinations of President
Kennedy and Dr. TZrtin Luther King, J:.-. and appeired oa mucerous radio
a{ad televisfon shows. I have served as a corsultent for lozz] zsdla
regarding national shows and have written articles and reviewsd booxs on

these subjects. 1 aa author of a critical biblfography which exzaines i

i R

and categorizes scores of books which have been published on ths assassi- 3-"
nation of President Joha F. Kennedy: The Assassinaticn of Presidsnt Johm

R

Fitzgersld Kennedy: An Annotated Bibliograohy (State Historical Soclety -
of Wisconsin, 1971).

7. In Moverber, 1976 1 gﬂrect.ed a sycpostu en the inteqrity of
basic Institutions and the assassinations of President Xennsdy and Or—King.
The lectures delivered at this sy-posium wers televisad far educatignal us:
and are now being circulated in video and audio form in colleg=s 2nd high
schools. Attached hereto is 2 brochure which Tists the raterials which are
available from the University of Wisconsin-Steveas Paint 0F¥{c= uf.Ed'.lu-
tional Services and Innavetive Programs. (Sze Exhibft i)

8. I hug 2n extensive femiliarity with the Tileraturs ca the a:imsi-
nation of Dr. Martin Luther King, dr. T have red +%e voluirous csurt
records of the several cases relatsd to the conviction of Jazes Earl Ray and
his attzmpts to overturn that conviction and cbtain 2 izl on the charge ;
that he surdered Dr. K'ln.g. I have also read the publications on this mbject‘ ‘
by the Department of Justice and corwittess of Congr=ss, as wall as the
secondary sccounts.

9. In the course of sy study of the King assessinaticn n:crh"(':. 1
have become quite faxiliar with the work of Karold Nefsberg on this subject
and now consider myself an authority on his cantribution. In the near future '
I intand to publish scholarly articles in journzls znd celiver Tectures to

A

Tearmad societies on his work.
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10. Mr. Meisbarg's work on the assassinztion of Dr. King 1s the only

i

significant work available f‘nr the parson serfously {ntaresied {a the evolu- P
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tion of this subject and 1ts relationship to the funtamentzl fnstitutions of .=

A=erican society. Thare is sioply no way to agproach this scdject other "_"
than through Mr. Weisberg's prodigious efforts.
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11.  The University of Wisconsin a2t Stevens Point has a d=ep .
interest in the acquisition, maintenance, and dissemination of Itr.
Weisberg's files, aspecially those on the assassination of Or. Martin

| Luther King, Jdr., both in terms of the iccediate future and for future
generations. Tha University plans to establish a Weisberg Archive whare

the records which Hr. Weisberg has ;écu:ul ated and analyzed can hn

properly maintained and made accessible to scholars and the generz] public

through a professional staff knowledgeable in the subject Datter. e
P 12, T am familfar with the voluoe and kinds of records Mr. Mefsberg o
— has on Or. King's assassination (and also President Kennedy's) and the

quality of his analysis of them. I have, 1n fact, made several visits to

his homa in Frederick, Paryland for the purpose of discussing his lnri:

with him and obtaining records from hic. Mr. Nefsberg's files on bath tha \

Kennedy and King assassinations are fnvaluable, wnfgue, and in meny respects i :

.

cannot be duplicated frem any other source. This, of course, exzlains the

8

{nterest of the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point in cbizining them.
13.  The estadlishment of a Weisberg Archive, particularly weere
b King assassination materials are coacerned, will elso .'l.'.ﬂi;l:! the use of
fellowships and grants to black students interestad in this subject.
14. The University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point hu already begun to
draw upon a s=all portion of the materials which wil1l uiticately coprise.

" the Weisberg Archive. It has already developed a video tage serles sultabla
for public broadcasting stations and for high school and college classes of
scme of the unique materfals which Nr. Weisberg has dorated to the University.
These video tape materials can be purchased or rmf.eef by the public. ’

- 15. The University plans to continue developing end d!sssﬂmﬂq -
G Mr. Weisberg's materfals as they are deposited and cade ava(ladle. This will i
be dane, first, through electronic media presentztion In slidas, vides tapes, %‘
‘ docurentary hendbooks, guides, indaxes, and course afdes. Additiosal plans 3{
o are to develop support services for students frca minorily backgrounds who R
# = i might desire to make scholarly use of the docurents. Futare plans alse ! ,lé;
:’ ,. _J include the wicrofilaing of some fmportant seguents, preparing of guides, r 4 J
‘ ; and eakfng these availzble to colleges throughout the nation and ours-u. ’cﬁ"'
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" established a file of King assassinaticn docwants in a rerding rocm 4

-

15.  Mr. Welsbarg"s work on polftical assassinaticns and tie
wrkfngs of our basic institutfons—lew enforcecent zg=nzies, the courts,
the press, the intelligence agencies--and the est2blisi=ent cf an I.l’clﬂ'l-‘
on it at Stavens Point are in the publfc interest. Mr. Weisberg's
accomplishoents are unique in character—they relate to far oore of en-
dur.‘lng public interest than just political assassinzticas—ard are withoat
precedent in scale. In total volize his materfals excesd the nucleus -
c:?‘l'lnctim on the frontier forwed by Lyman C. Drager in the ninetesenth ‘
century which established the Stats Historical Soclety of Wiscansin and
tha holdings of several other famwed manuscript 11braries gathered in k:u-in
that are sesn a3 part of our national treasure. The quality of the ceterfals
and his analysis of thes is excellent. He possessas photographs, maps, -
tfped interviews, Tetters, and other records that caa be found 1 no otier
placs.

17. WKr. Weisberg's scholarship 1s cegisterial in 1is coz=nd of ﬁn:
dnmnury base and clear on the fundecent2] palnis 2t {ssue. Ee czanat
be ;mplred with the other avthors on the Xing assassinztion frem the
penpectiu of schalarship and oh'ec“hrlty His uark on this topic stends
in , tgta'ﬂy different 1ight from all othars. HEe works from an objectiva
bm.’ sesking not merely to discover who killed Dr. King or ta reap u:nrcu'l
pmﬂ'.‘.': but to utz.bltsh what the evidence fs and what it ceans not only in
terms of the crlnn itself, but also in terms of the larger significance it
holds' for the workings of our basic institutions.

18. It is this Tast point which i3 of fundasental fsportance. Mr.
Welisberg's work focuses om the performance and nomperforsence trl' besic
soclal institutions—the law, the press, publishers, Congress, the Depart- .~
ment of Justice, and others—during a time of crisis. In so ¢2ing he reveals

deep flaws which caused these fnstitutions to saifuncticn in 2 canner which
thwartad Justice and hurt the ends of the nation. '
-l!. I L of the opinion that Mr. Weisberg' ] work cannot be redup'llatzd

|
by the govermwent or by scholars. I have besn informed that the F3I has ., 4

e e g ——— W=

TR SO

FERERE

i

o



alcc:ssibh to menbars of the gensral public at {ts he:dquarters in
Washington, D.C. This does not sfgnificantly assist the pudblic interest
in evaluating the facts of the King assessin2tian or t5e F3I's {avesti-
gation' to 1t, The initial problem i3, of course, that the sel=cticn of
records contained in this file wi]l be made by the F31, which ftseif has
been severely criticized in connestion with fts fnvestigation of the King
murder. In addition, these records will be largely izaccessible to 211
except casual tourists, Few schqlars have funds sufficient to enzble
them o travel to Mashingten, D.C. and sf.u thers Tong enough to per_usa'
the more than 20,000 pages of docuzents contained {n the F3I's Central
Headquartars file on the King asszssination. PMoreover, scholars and
citizens would not know where to begin studying this erorcous voluse of
documents without extensive advance preparation. What 1s required is a -~
scholar who czn use the resources of & university system ta assist thcse
who wish to do work in this area.

20. Even the costs of duplication isposed by joverment agencies
can 'in:pou a nﬁ::ms burden u;:o;n scholarship. A Unfversity archiva such
as the Weishery A.'rc.hiu which {3 being estzblished it Stavens Point c:n‘
provide better m;d more economical service ‘far ¢uplicating reccris, 1n-
cluding not only xeroxing but also meking s1ides, photzgrzphs, and tzpes.
Moregver, it can t':ff:r a full renge of other esseatial urvicis. providing
bookij, referencs works, maps, hiwspapers, Journals, and the 1{ke. It can
also coordinate scholarly efforts m'u- area in such a panner that 1t will
Tead to increased dissemination to the public of knowledge about such an
arsa through the publication of books, erticles, dissertations, 2nd so forth.

Z1. -The crucial aspect of any archival collection, however, {s that =
there rust be a knowledgezble person assocfated with 12 end residing where
it 1s Tocated uho.cul develop the material and guide stucents and scholars.
This 13 the main reason for establishing a Weisberg Ar:.;llve at the University
of Misconsin-Stevens Point. .

22. ¥r. Welsberg has statad that he {ntands to leave his records on

i
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the assassinatfon of Dr. King to the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Pafnt. »*
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F;r the reasaons v-hid: I have outlined above, the public inlerest will
be served 1f the records which Hr. Weistarg has and 1s continuing ta
obtafn are deposited at the Weisberg Archive in Stavens Polint. Fore
to the point, the public frterest will be batter servad {f records on
Dr. King's assassinution are made acce=ssible ta_juumﬂist.s. scholars,

and the general public thn:uéh the archive at Stevens Point than 1f thay

are only accessible through the FBI and other cocponents of the Cepartment '

of Justica 1n Washingtea, D.C. )
23. Even were this not true, the caliber and icportance of Hr.
Welsberg's work on the King assassination are such thzt czking all

goverrcent records available to hio without cost s c=re thza fustifizhle.

The sicple fact {3 that Mr. Weisberg uses the records he ob%2ins o serve—

not his personal interest—the public interest by Inforaing journalists
and scholars, and through them, the general public.

PORTAGE COUNTY, WISCCHSIN
' TH
Subscribed and sworn to before rce this 24 dzy of

1977. ' '
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