I, Leslie H. Whitten, The undersigned, resiling at 114 Lastoor Drive,

Silver Spring, Hd., 20301, do swear ard attest: -
- 4. Thar I #n a FedshHajer Tejiocc-ter asd share the byline with Jack
Andarson on the 'dashington Marry-Go-Round, the worll's oost widsly syn-

dicared news column; that I have worked fulltics with Arderson for eight

years; that prior to that I have worked as a nawsnman, intsr alifa, with tha ]
Fearst Newspapers, a3 assistant bureau chief in Washinztcn, The Washington
' Post, United Press Interrational, International News Service; that I havn
b=en & newscan for 26 years; that I have won c_-.ard.q froa the Washirgton —
Hewspaper Guild, the California Bealth Association, the Disabled Acerican -
Veterans, the Bumana Society of the United States, the Acerican Civil
Liberties Union, among others. o
2. That I have written voluminously for newsjpapers of general circu-
lation about thes two K.enne;:!y assassinavions, the Martin Luther Xi~g, Jr.
assassination; that I have pursued mary avarues related To both asszssina-
tions, includirg imvestigations of varisus CIA, F3I ard cther activities;
grard jv..ry probes, both atate axd fedar2l; trials, heacinzs and 2ivarse
- other offshoots of the events; that I have written extansively about othar
patters as an investigative reporter.
3. That 'beg‘.lnning with the publication of Harald Weisterg's Whita Wash
in 1956, I have had the occasion to consult with Weistery on storiss,
theories and avenues to pursue in my sork on the King, two Kentedy assassira-
tions and a host of related matters.
4. That while I disagres vigorously with his thzorias on many aspects
of thase assassinations, T bave vfowtl his research irnvaluable and mnl vital
in pursuing the pews; that he is reliabla and accurate ard his assessments
i of the importance of documents he has provided ms ard T have turzed up-on i

oy own have been extraordirary; that I hava fourd hism wniguely seliahle

‘I acong the so-called "critics.” . )
5. That Waisberg ,on dorens of nécasium, has cut tizxouigh g-ovu::::e;-.t ~ed .
"= 3 . tapz, using his library of documents to da so, sa\-r‘i.rq‘tine. waking !vaihbla Fi
o h: ‘ ! paterial that would take months to locate in Tha maze of governasnt files; .-* '

=

that he is forenost organized, credible breaker of govers=art oorcpoly on L
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such infar-ation; that he is con

templuous of cover-uos 2van whsn —ha Coczanry
- —_— it N

. T 2lzn :(J Ater his o... theories. { e

S

6. That the infocrzatian froa Welsstar; on which I hava Baszsd nuserous

storie:', ard bulwarked stories already 1n the works, gave the: —o-a st-ata

of eeaning; that our office of 12 other reportess have c2l1sd cn Welisshary

for help of the same nature ans has bern given {t; tha: he has helped,

sometices to may annoyance, my competitors with excells-: stocles (though

aluays with ths same fairhandedness with winich he has reloed cir ofTice.)

7. That he has steered me away from several Pitfalls; Thac saveral
stories looked plausible, but turnad out undar UYeisstars's coirseli=s to ke
false; that without such counsaling and docimentation, T w0ul4 have prictsd .
falsa stories; that on occations, which I hope ara rare, we hava gona with
storles that we might not have had Weisstery nct been cut of lp;:k!: < the
Time and thus unreachable for a check; that, fi-ally K T saiisn 2% gpe-
writa a plece touching on tha assassinatisns witwut boursing it cfZ
Welasberyg.

8. That Weissberg has done these vseful works withous charge, a-d
Iindesd, has even somatices .pa.id the duplization costs ;‘::.':t his z2un pechat;
that the providing of these documsnts havs Seen e fsrds? =3 c=ra= TRpITTars

a3 well, to my certain knowledgye; that his files are a2vaiiablas t= ug ll:.
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ail tines when he is home and that he cheersfully (with thz axceptis= cf a
rire grunp froa tine to tire) -gruﬁ_‘!ed us to the tast aviiladle i:':'_':a.-.:r;zmn.
9. That the press absolutely cannct Tely on zover——arT azzn=‘es a
' conventional libraries for information on the Xercedy 2od Kirg ass2ssi-acions

ard related probes; that Weissberg's very fwdepertence a~d tha integricy

) of his files are essential if the issues are to be de=lt with prope-ly; that,

therefore, you simply have to have someson~ - Yisstery to fird tha key
docucents froam the 25,000 in the King ca: - I'a zuessirz — pd'14ons
scattered in various files on the Kennedy ) -

10. That any monay spent to help Waissterg Suild v nis Filas would be
far batter spent than in a government oparation, ard irfi-italy chiijer;

tarough giving Welssberg the records free (the governraat r=ally sh.:nld'g'lvn

| ey L

hiz a stipend and an assistart) the publiz will be sezvsd ¥:11 as his sork
cakes for better, more accurate, less i{rflasatory Infor—aticn Yelnz dis-
serinated; his contribution so far in killing off ook trecriss and en- - £

couraging sound investigations is measureless.
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1_(/ 2% Yeisstery Ihelps keep the pv:r:‘.ﬁ.’;u ;.‘f!s:. ;."e"_m nasd gif
the cou.ar';ps, the selacted leaking, the favricaticss that have citen
chd:act;rizt irdividuals in government. To often thay hava spe':.ia._'l. axeas
tec grind and spscial interests to protect, includirg tha‘r own jots.

12. That to have the maximuo nuaber of docurents in Waisstarg's hand

i3 thez best way to ensure that scholars will have & recer? of provea worth;
that his decision to donate them !.:o the Unisersity of Wisconsin 13 & worthy
idea. . |

13. That governzent assistance to duplicete the erstiz: Welsslerg

#11e3 twice, ons copy being kept on the East Coa2st, pr=lferably 1a '.iuh!.rqmﬁ_
and ons on ths West Coast, perhaps San Francisco, would fxdsral coney -
splandily spent, for present media people 2rd historians ard for fiture ones.

Sigred this day of Octoles 1 , 1377.

Leslie H. Waitten
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