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1he Director'a affidavit relauve to the fact that Leo Harvey Oswald ,; o
- woa never an inforiant of the FBI and the andministrative procedures for the i ' -
hpndUng nndg;} ment of confidential tntormauta was denvered to Mr. J.. Lee’ X

. Ranklu of thdPrealdent's Conminisslon today,” = . - v o e -‘,.-%;*,n;‘j;a;{;fg \

“.,..“.... S anle o 4 .. - ‘ . '-."..0“/'1 ';. ’;'."

My, Jnkin read the cover Jetter and the aﬂidavlt very carefully, :

after which be commentod that he wanted to inake it clear that Henry Wade. dld

" not actually testify before the President's Commission, Rather thantesufymg,
Mr, Wade o) penred at the offices of the Comnmission and was tntervlew?d 1A "

.relative to his kiaowledge concernlng the a llezation that Oswald had been ‘an *,c’;“' -
- informnnt of the FI!I and was then quesiloued concerning his recollection'of ° ~:.:"

; procedutee for handling I:formeants while ¥ ade was a Bureau employee,'- Ranklnj U

. stated that ho wruited to miake it extiemely clear to the Director that Mr, Wsdo TN
was furnishing fnformatlon to the best of I3 recollection concernlng Bureau * -~

procedures and was not vouching for the correctness of his statements, Mr, - ;_',-. '

~ Ianida nlso ndvised that Wade was pol in any wey crmcahol the Bureau or any R

;. ol ua procedxrn. A : Y .3 Tl AL '; ' “.r’—',
. - ".'. rr. ::.. : «y- )"\ .';. :-n..t‘ .‘;{

. . Mr. Rankin commented lhat Chief Jueﬂco Warren and ho, Mr.. Rankln, jha.

" wero extremely apprecietive of the Mrector's sttitude concerning this matter, *.;~ t Feel

. that he had sesn fit to furnich na affidavit coverlig this situation, and that he had - -

Jexqprossed » willlugness to tectify before tha Comuission if such should be necessary ki

" fle also conrnented that the Comuleslon wrs most certainly not questioning the wonf- s ¢~.

. of the Pureau and that they certalnly nccepted the Director's statement 88 belng |- .‘.

true, bl they were conglderin: this problen from two angles: (1) The necessity E e

" for satialying tha Comwrirsglon of the tiihtsIness of tho situation, which had already s 3 19

been doae; and (2) having the recordl s dilciently complete 80 that at such time as P

- the pablic would have an opportundty to see the work of the Commission there would ;

Lo anflicieat facta to show that the matter vasg fully explored and that the record -~ ! _
would co'nplotely roflect the true aituntlon, = .. el A <o kP

0 NN LA YT LT )

vent Wlth regnard to Mr. fludkine, the reportor from & Houston 'rexna,. ,,-ph, el
. newspaper, Mr. Rankin slated that the nintter of calling Hudktng bofora the. ¢ M S ol

ol Conunloulon had been conamerod and that prior to calling Hudklns the Chief. % ‘t&‘ R
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Jus!ice deslred to peo the Director's atfidavit. lle rdvised that now that the N“’; 1

. aﬂédnvlt hes been rocelved conslderntion will be glven to calling Hudkins before O 8.~

. thedCominiosion, Jle adviged that thore was no objection to the Bureau golng ‘{"5"-.'

the Bureau desired . '

‘ rllv,ﬁt ghead with an tnterview with Hudidlng or anyoae else that
it to titerview to nall tids aituation down, Ile stated that if Hudking were fnterviewod
" he would gppreciate it 4f » slgned stateraent coild be obtained from him, Healso "' T
stoted thet in tha event Hudidng attoinpted to rely on some source of his for thll_f‘.;vhﬁi b
story and would not discloge the gource he had {n mind calling his employer and = .
Hudkin® before the Commisslon i1 order to 'oL;taln the true facts. a.{g.;{.‘;;_‘"rj;g?.'&i?{;;{')‘ M
. . t el R 4 ‘- pee .-.";,;'.- ‘4..,‘?..‘.,:1_“_‘:;;:-:“:"' ""?"."f“l'_" -
o Concernlny Heury Wade and the jaaterial which was shown to Mr, Rankin (% P
. portraying the actunl handling of expenge wwoney and payments to informants and =" g V
. yecelpte and Mill accounting of Wada's erpetditures in South America, Mr, Rankin -
. etated he would lke very much to hase a copy of this material and he was told it ;7 pew
would be prepnred and 1uade available to him a8 soon &8 possible, He also advised ;
that there was no objection to taliing to Mr.- Wade concerning his expenditures while }o..
‘he was in South America fo order that Wada would be fully apprised of what WG SN
. mctivities were at that tinie and bow he accounted for his expendityres, x:',.aaﬂ& ,;i‘s;:; L
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_ HMr, Rankin was advised that the allegation that Oswald was an FBI 5"~

{nfortnant 18 spieading rapidly; that the Bureau had had a number of press ..'-"?]‘5'.“--,-.-‘:';. Y

tnquirics and that we were answering such Inquiries with "No comment. ", He RN B

© waé told that 1f this story brea's and the allegation {s made in the press,ftho'.;e;'i{\'-.}:{ Gy
. Director would necessarlly have to meke A statement that it is an absolute Ue. Vi, Eo

" pankin was told that Senator Jawes O, Enstland (1), ~Mississippl) of the Senate wiv. R

Internal Becurity Subzommittee bad advised this rumor had come to his attention ~.":

and that it had glso been krought to the attentlon of Senators Roman L, Hruska " ' g

(I ~Hebwneka) aud Everett Mclllnley Dirl.san (1L ~1llinois). He was toldthat - - * b
.. consideration was belng glven to

calling b meeting of the committee to alr thig' -+
matter fnlly 216 th? comirdttec w

as consldering celling the Director to furnish
testimany on the matter, 1'ankin wes told that the Director

was instructing that -
Senator Eastland Lo contacted to let him see 1n confidence the affidavit that the L !

" Director had prepered concerning thie matier. Ho was also advised that 4 "~ - - B
;. Benator Lastland deslred, the affldavit wovld also bo shown to Senators Hruska ": -~ b
: and Dirksen, Lanl.in wao edvined that any hearing by the Internal Security Sube .. . Ki
cowmittes would be n duplication of the work of the Presldent's Commission gndJ s
- ' that the puipose of contacting genator Eastland and the other Senalors was to ’.':;-:,_‘__-.:;,.;

. keep the nntter in the hands of the Prealdent's Commissaion to avold publlclty.:;},,’:.s R

‘" lie was advired that the Bureau wna belng placed jn a bad position and that the v/ 7 B

17" Lesl way o handie thic situatiod whe to show the atfidavit to Benator Eas}la‘nd"l,\“f'}
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L tir. Fanlin commented thit thix sftuation was extremely bad and that * ° el
T the Wareuats rerutetlon was fnvols ed; that the Prerldent's Commission did not 2> - .
\ deolre te Joterfers tn ony wag with the Nnreat's handling of this situation, He .-
. otated the Lureas shiould procecd fa thig matter {n the same manner that 1t would
., handle avy eftuation arielug and dlsregard the exdstence of the President's .~ R
Comivlsrion, He also commented that, fn addition to this belng a problem for vt

the F11, the'Commlssion conaldered it @ problem involving all of the intelligence ~. 3523

hgencles. e stated that ruinors wsere begindng to circulate involving other.ios, -

2+ . intelligence ngenclos and that for this renson the Commission intended to BO "5 vl "

" into this wenfter thorough!y and wold erplore it to whatever extent necessary to “: ' Pl

. clarlfy the record, Ie stated that whenfie Bureau completed fits inquiries into . - fs’

-~ this matter he would nppreciate Lelng furidshed the results and he was assured |17

o that thie viould pe d‘_’“_‘f at Qxe earliest po/sslt.ﬂg time, . ~ ors }. ‘:.,..‘»‘.:;\,:
.. ‘ ’ tEe 0 a
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e Mr. Fankin agaln repeated his statement that he wanted the Director y ", k&3

_: toknow that the Corainlnston wiw not questiontng the Bureau's statement - i, %% A&

©concerndng the fact that Oswald was not an informaat but they were desirous ! ';.";'1‘-;.‘;- 557
“of clat!f;ing the record, e L e el e ""\:'f‘:' ad
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