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Warren P‘%g_l__ M ember Suggests I ndependent Group

B TEER BESS

~. sember of the Warren:
Commission suggested yester-
day that the Attorney Generaly
or another appropriate autho-
rity might name a “group of|
doctors and others” to look at|
X-rays of President Kennedy's|
body taken after the assassina-
tion.

Representative Hale Boggs,
Dentoerat, of Louisiana, Who
served on 'the investigating
panel headed by Chief Justice
1 Warreu;. insisted that glil

B
[Te made an exception,
ever, of calls for an indep

look at the x;ew— N

Meanwhile, two New York
members of the House said yes-
tedfiay they favored a review
by Congress or the Executive
branch of the current guestions
about the case.

They were Representatives
Ogden R. Reid, Republican of|
Woestchester, and Willlam F.
Ryan, Democrat of Manhattan,
appearing here on the WCBS-|,
TV's “Legislative Hearing.” =

Defends Panel's Finding

Mr. Boggs, the Democratic
whip of the House, took part in
the Columbia Broadcasting Sys-
tem's “Face the Nation tele-
cast from Washington. He de-
fended the commission's finding
that Lee Harvey Oswald alone|
assassinated Mr. Kennedy.

Asked If the evidence against
Dswald—who was himself killed
two days later—would have
been legally sufficient, Mr.
Boggs declared:

T don't think there Is any
question about the fact that he
~ould have been convicted of
first-degree murder."

As to any new inquiry, Mr.
Boggs said:

“If the objective of the in-
pestigation ias to pursues new
evidence, that is one thing. If
the objective is to g some
0 he thin 't

eell

1 say that I Wwo

grave questions about it -

eept for the autopsy or X-rays.”

i Cites Lack of Expertise
4"The only thing I have
> been

iopk at the X-rays of the Presi-

ent’s body at the autopsy,”
sald, continuing:

“0Qf course, the members of

e commission themselves are

4ot doctors. Looking at them.

fust looking at X-rays, would

ant mrove anvthing for me I

anar

fon't know how to read medical
.rays. We brought before the
sommission the man who per-
formed the autopsy. We exam-
tmed him in great detail.
“Now if it would please any-
orie, if it would help to clarify
any doubts that may 'exist in
the, minds of objective people,

. #hen, I would say that if the At-

jorney General or some appro-
priate authority wants fo ap-
pgln't. a totally objective group
—aof doctors and others—to look
mto, these X-rays, maybe it
should be done. .

*But I would try to disasso-
slate myself from those who are

&i these comments ' for

raiter @ wose who have
| T
minds." f

t Thursday, Dr. J.- Thorn-
ton Boswell, who took part in
the autopsy, said the X-rays
and photographs of the Presi-
dent's body—placed in the Na-
tional Archives Oct. 31—would
verify the location of a disputed
wound at the back base of the
neck. But he noted that medl-
cal interpretation would remain
necessary to trace the path of
a bullet through the body and
sut the front. :

. Backed Single-Bullet Idea

“Tnquest,” a.book by Edward
Jay Epstein, has asserted that
the Warren Commission was
“more or less evenly split'"™ on
whether this bullet could have
gone on to wound Gov. James B.
Connally Jr. of Texas, who was
sitting in front of President
Kennedy. !

Inside the commission, Mr.
Epstein said, Senators Richard
B. Russell, Democrat of
and John Sherman Cooper, Re-

DAY, NOVEMBER' 28, 1966.

Study Kerinedy X-Rays

|
'publican of Kentucky, and Mr.|s
Boggs tended to accept the}

view that separate bullets hit
the President and the Governor,

Mr. Epstein wrote that Rep-
resentative Gerald R. Ford, Re-
publican of Michigan, Allen W,
Dulles and John J. McCloy
leaned to the single-bullet hy-
pothesis.

At issue ia the question
whether there was enough time

for separate shots to wound thefs

President and Governor with

required 2.3 seconds
shots.

or anyone else “dissented” on

the singje-bullet theory., But “I

have admitted,” he said, “thatw

a film of the assassination
sed a question.”
Nevertheless, Mr. Boggs con:

ended, - the evidence is ve
rsuasive” for the single-bulle
eotry.-. as ' the commission

e T

if Governor Connally|one- who originally raised the
question of separate bullets,” he

could have been fired from the

he

rear, Mr. Boggs said
convinced that (sig
Hlamaw'! W

sa) e oswald
at, and I raised the rifle that
used to my own shoulder, I

- Talking of Split Seconds

“This car was moving this
ay away from the building.
most any marksman using a
elescopic sight could have per-
ormed that dastardly deed.”
“We are talking in terms of
split seconds, fractions of sec-
onds,” Mr. Boggs said.
“GGovernor Connally wag the

:n:ld. and the cuqnmislon studied

Governor Connally told the

commission he believed he was|g

wounded at a point indicated
between frames 231 and 234 of
an amateur movie taken by
Abraham Zapruder of Dallas,
The commission decided Presi-
®ent Kennedy was probably
first hit between frames 210
and 225. There is about one-
twentieth of a second between
frames. 7

The commission held the
single-bullet theory was ‘“not
necessary to any essential find-
ings.” Some suggestions have
been made that Mr, Kennedy
might have been wounded at an
earlier point, when a road sign
blocked the camera's view.

Mr. Boggs also took issue
with Mr. Epstein's description
of "absenteeism” in the Warren
Commission. Mr. Epsteln had
written that attendance records
showed most commissioners
were “present for only a minor
portion of the h )

were “not completely accurate”
and ;

Sent_ho ooid
But ne said s dence had
been recorded, each day mem-
bers heceived copies of tran-
scripts, and he personally had
rea dev word, “I spent more
time working on this commis-
sion than anything I have
waorked on in m ylife,” he added.
In the New York telecast,|
Representative Reid said he
thought “some new questions
have been raised, some of them
by Governor Connally” and “I
hope e ither the Executive or
the Congress" will look into the
issues, .
Representative Ryan said he
had “no doubt” that "“Oswald
fired shots which killed the
lat;u President.”

t he sai dso many questions
had been raised that '.'lit would
further the interests of the
American people If it was taken

Mr. Boggs said the records

into a Congressional committee.”




