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GTON, Jan. 2—The

Department is now mid-
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B its final investiga-

uonﬂmot&e assassination gor

the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther

King Jr., and law:
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News  no closer to con-|of the full assassination@i

" Analysiz ¢luding that un-

rreached three years
the moment James Ear| -Ray second -time, the

als were involved
in the murder than they were

" The conclusion - rpactied

pleaded guilty to the crime. cided, Mr. Ray m

The current inquiry, conduct-
ed ]ointlyla the department’s
Criminal Civil Rights divi-
slons, was ordered by Attorney
General Edward H. Levi last
month ‘after distlosures by the
Senate Select Committee on In-
telligefice=ihal Dr. King hed
been the target of a decade-
long surveillance effort by the
Fedetal Bureau of Investigation
that developed into an attempt
to harass and discredit the|
black civil rights leader.

This is not the first time that
Justice Department lawyers,
many of whom have enter-
tained doubts that Mr. Ray was
alone responsible for the April

from’ his ped:
tion's for
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4, 1968, assassination, have|death

gone back over the evidence in
a search for missed clies.

official, the Civil Rights Divi-
sion, which has primary
responsibility for investigating
the King killing almost from

“to determine if there were|
any questions unanswered that

woul

whose stories th thought
|raised questions. 3

‘Number of Questions’
| One of the Justice

ent
iofficials involved. in that effort|.

|said recently that the re-ex-
|amination had produced “a
‘good number of unanswered
|questions™ about the assassina-
|uion, but another lawyer chara¢-
terized them as “nothing that
kept me awake at night.” y
The King investigation was
not reopened then, although
unsuceessful efforts were made
[to bring Mr. Ray before a Fed-
eral grand jury to document his
private assertions that he had

3rd in "a series of 2"

In 1971, according to_one!Mittes,
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the moment it occurred, re-|E
read the voluminous record of | 2P
the F.B.L's initial investigation R0

a Memphis motel in
April 1968, Sy,
Leslie Midgely, executive
producer of the program,
which was to be shown last
nli‘ght,, sssslid in an &nteﬂiew
that persons voting
age had been reached by
telephone for the survey.
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ents made public by the
committee prompted Mr. |
jask a few weeks ago
rrent internal investi-|
look for any evidgncy
mpﬁicity in" “hia

NS that (hey
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h larger report on
assassination, al-|
and re-read, is nut
dAmided | this  time
although some recent
8 that < there was a
nyghave been checked,
, and found to be

irectly in the King
although they
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98 volumes,

to possible con-|
- continue to be
they come in|’
few months, and
aDep gnl may
éffort to bring Mr.
grand jury any-

) mony—simply
make k usal to cooper-
e discovery in
of gvidence that

g
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murder or a decision by
.. Ray to testify under oath
) conlflmy he asserts
‘the Civil Rights Divi-
‘report to Mr. Levi, ex-

d next spd\:ha seems des-
{ e conclusion

at will be shed on the ad-||
\mittedly perplexing gquestions
that still surround the King as- |
sassination hinges on Mr, Ray's
current appeal for a new trial.
If Mr. Ray does possess|
knowledge that he has con-|
cealed for seven years, some of |,
/it may seep out in his efforts|
Jto prove his innocence, But

=even so0, it will not be by|

design,

Mr. Ray, one of his lawyers
said recently, has no interest.
in' to “solve” the case,
|if indeed it has not already!
;beennlved.Athmuhmf
|{acquittal, |
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