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The Vice Presldent
United States Scenate
Washington, D. C.

Dear M¥r. Vice President:

Enclosed for your ccnsicderation and appropriate
reference is a legislative proposal "Providing for the
acquisition and preservation by the United States of cer-
tain items of evidence pertaining to the assassination of
President John F. Kennedy."

In its investigation of the assassination of
President Kennedy, the Commission appointed by President
Johnson excmined numerous items of physical evidence
which were used to form the basis for its report. These
items included the ascassination weapcon, the revolver
involved in the murder of Patrolman J. D. Tippit, and
wany other exhibits. This evidence and the investigative
reports, traanscripts and other working papers of the Com-
mission, have been officially transmitted to the National
Archives by the Commission. Pending final decision as
to the disposition to be made of these exhibits, the phys-
ical evidence has been retained in the custody of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation.

Prior to the completion of its work, the Commis-
sion requested that this Departwment take the necessary steps
to provide for the retenticn of the essential items of physe
ical evidence in the nossession of the United States Gov=
ernment for an indefinite periocd of time. After full con-
Slderation of the alternatives, I am persuaded that the
national interest requires legislation which will provide
a valid legal basis for the permanent retention of these
critical e&hxbits.
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In the first ploce, I think it is important to
recognize that in the years ghead allegations and theo-
ries regarding the asoassirvation of President Kennedy may
continue to abound. This has certainly been tho case
abread and, to some degrea within the United States, since
the publicatlon of the Commission's report, despite tha
izpressive documentaticn and presentatlion of the Commise
sion's conclusions, To a comsiderable extent, such al-
legations and theories feed on secrecy and uncertainty,
as 1s demonstrated, I believe, by the historical litera=
ture during the past 100 years relating to the assassina-
tion of President Lincoln. We should securely prescrve
the physical evidernce to eliminate questions and doubts,
In wy judgment, a fallure to rerain the critical physical
exinlbits and the resultant possibility of their loss,

egtruccicn, or alteratica will serve to encourage ir-
responslble mxors and allegations desizned to destroy
the widespread public confildence in the work and con~
clusions of the President's Ccmmission.

Furthermore, retention of these items would
peromit an accurate and complete reassosgsment of the
conclusicns of the President's Commissicn if at any
time in the future this was coasidered desirchle.
Meny of the items, such ag the weapons, cartridges
and varilous documents, were the subject of testimony
before the Ccumlssion, during the course of which exe
pert and other witnesses testifled about their vital
characteristics, ownership, use, and relationship to
the assascination.

Fcxr these recsons, I am subomitting the ene
closed meactre which would establish a procedure under
which geleciad items of evidence could be retained and
protected from disperszal and exploitation., The proposed
legizlation weuld authorize the Attorney General to de-
terming vaich of the items considered by the President's
Cozmission are required by the naticnal interest to be
acquired and preserved by the United States. When the
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Attorney General makes a determination thet an item should
be acquired, all right and title to it would be vested in
the United States upon the £iling of his determination with
the Offlce of the Federal Reglster for publication in the
Federal Reriscox.  The Attoruey General's acquisition

authority would expire one year after the enactment of the
proposed leglslation, and title to only those items described
in decterminations filled with the O0ffice of the Federal Reg=
ister within such one-year period would vest in the United
States. The Court of Claims would be grented exclusilve
Jurlsdiction over claims for just compensation for any item
acquired by the Unlted States pursuant to the procedura pro-
posed in the legislation,

In order to meet the reguirements of the natiocnal
interest as indlcated, I urge the early and favorable cone
sideration of the enclosed proposal,

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there
is no objJectlon to the submission of this legislation from
the standpoint of the Administration's program,

Sincerely,

Attorney General




